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THE CANADA’' PRESBYTERYAN.

Supsari Setodl; Frdohen,

INTERNATIUNAL LESSUNS.
LESSON X1,

Mar 7

) HEZERTAN | NI THE ASSY
1373 RIANS

2 Chron, axau.
9-3t

Gotpex Text ~“With him is an arm of flesh, but
with us is the LORD our Qod to help us, and to fight
our battles.”"—Verse 8.

HOME STUDIES.

M. 2 Chron, xxxii, 1-23....... Aspyrian invasion,
T, Isa x. 5-34...... Cereeias Woe to the Assyrians,
W. Isa, xxxvi. 5-22.. ..... ..Rabshakeh’s blasphemy.
Th. lea, xxxwvir, 1-20 ....... .. Hezekiah's prayer.,

F. Isa. xxxvin 21-35 ..... .. Deliverance foretold.
S, Psolxxviotet2 L. Thestoutheartedspoiled.
8. 2 hungs xx. 5-21........ .End of Hezekiah's reign.

HELPS TO STUDY.

The greater part of the material for the lesson this week'
lies vutside the portion appainted fur reading.  The pass-
ages marked fur&mmc reading should be carefully stadied.

When Hezekiah came to the throne he found himself a
trihutary of Assyria.  Ahaz had done homage as a vassal to
Thglath-pileser, and sent him some of the treasures of the
temple,  Hezekiab, with the same spirit and courage with
which he attacked idolatry, threw off this foreign yoke,
trusting in God for prolection. Abont the same tme
Hoshen, the last king of Isracl, who had been suhdued by
Shalmaneser, did 51: same. (2 Kings xvii. 4.) This
brought an Assyrian army into Palestine. Samaria was frst
attacked, taken after a three years' siege, and the hingdom
of Isracl finally overthrown. Jerusalem's tum would come
next.

But an onexpected delay 100k place.  The whole force of
Assyria wa3 for five years occupied In besieging Tyre, un.
successfully after all; and in the interval Sargon succeeded
Shilmaneser in the throne of Nineveh. In the fourteenth
year of Hezekiah, however, the long threatened blow de-
scended.  Sargon's army invaded Judah, and took all the
fenced cities.  In 2 Kings xviii. 13 and Isa. xxxvi. 3, cither
‘‘Senuacherib” is a copyist’s mistake for *‘Sargon,” or
Senpacherib was then the general in command. (In every
other place referring to #4is invasion, the expression 1s
merely ‘‘the king of Assytia.”} Sargon is mentioned n
Isa xx. i, and as no such name occurs in the ancient bis-
torians, it was a complete }m:zlc until the Nineveh monu-
ments showed that a king of that name immcdiately preceded
Sennacherib.

What did Hezekiah do? le quailed before the stom,
and subnitted in the ost abject manner. 1 have
offended,” he said; ‘‘return from me; that which thou
mttw on me will I bear.”  And a crushing ransom kad to

paid to ward off the blow. 2 Kiags xviil. 14-16.

- This is the darkest hour in Hezeksah's reign. It is sup-
posed that Shebna, who was then chief minister, was the
cvil adviser on this occasivn, and that Isaiah’y denunciation
of him and indication of Eliakiz as his successor, fullowed
on the faint-hearted submission.  (See Isa. xxii.) We may
be sure that 1saish himself had no past insuch a policy.,
Oa the contrary, in thie very chapte: (Isa, x.) in whick he
vividly pictures the cnemy’s conquenng marth (verses 28-32)
he exclaims, “‘O my pcople that dwellest in Zion, be not
afraid of the AsSyrian.” (Verse 14.) ,

In the s2me year, whether before ot after the sutmission.
we know not, occurred Hezehiah's *“sichnuss unto death.™
ere, again, We sée his despondency and feeble faith; but
God graciously gave him a miraculous sign of his recovery
and prolonged life, and he reigned fiftcen years more, during,
which a son and heir was born to him. en came the de-
putatian from Babylon, which is full of interest in cuunec
tion with thé Assyrian monuments, but I have not space to
cnlarge upon it. Merodach-Baladan probably wished to,
secure the alliance of Judah agzinst tir, 1o which
Babylon was then tributary ; and mostsigmifrcant 1s Isaiah's

rophety, when rebuking Hezekiah for his vanity in show-
ng off his treasures, that Babylon, and not Atsyria, would
by ngd by be the conqueror of Jerusaiemt. (2 Kings xx.
14-18.) !

Some years passed away.  Assyriz and ' Egypt were enq
paeed in deadly conflict, and Judah was let alone. Hete
kiah, under Isaiah’s infiuence, resolved to throw off the yoke
sgaim, and vigorously set to work to fortify the city. And

~it was while’ encouraging his people to this work that he
uttcred the noble Wwords chosen for the Golden Text, ** Be
sirong and coursgeous; be not afraid nor dismayed for the
king of Assyria, nor for all the multitade that is with him 3
for there be more with us thas with him: with him isan
arin of fleshs but with us i the Lord our God to help us,
and to fight our battles.” ** And the people rested them-

ves upon, the words of Hezeluah.” (2 Chroa, xxxii. 7, 8.}
When zeare brave, and trust in God, afders wsil rest upos s,

1. Tueluriovs CHALLENGE : Verses p-19. .

Scanacherib soon heard thax Hezekiah had thrown off hi<

vwhe, and sent three of his <mrvants (Note 1) to awe the
cws into sabmission. Scnnacherib was himself at this
tim. Laying scige to Lachish, (Note 2.) A fuller acoount
of the iaterview of the Assyrian offcers with Eliakim,
Shcbns, and Joah, the scrvanty of Hesekiah, will be found
o 2 Kiogs xviti. 37-37.  Rabshaleh was the spokesman fur
the Assyrianz.  He midicules the confidegre of the Jews.
Whescon do ye trust? What mpdoess is it tp v.hic)é
Hezehiah is dsiving yon2 The horrgs of famine an
thirst aic before you. Hath not the samo Hezckizh
taken away the altars of your God 2 Hqhasheard that
the altars and high places have heew taken awsay; and he
either imagings that the poople bave boen rpbbed, of their
religioas privileges and that the God of the land is angry
or he pretends o think <o, artially trying to excite the prcs
jodires of thoze Jews who may not have been _plmscrr by
Hezekizh's reformation. !

“prince of the cuauchs, but nat himsclfa cunuch, bad charge

Know ye not what I have done to....other landa?
~—11e had crushed the tevolt of Babylon, ravaged the Ara-
mean nations along the Tigns and Luphmites, cunquered o
t:an of Media, reduced Zidon, Tyre, and Edom into tri-

utary condition, and waged successful war against E[i)'pl-

How much laes...,your God.~As Judah was lcast
among the nations, a mere frgment between Syna and
Egypt, so its God was deemed correspondingly feeble.
Dan, iii. 15,

He wrote also letters. le did so, because be was
alaried at the approach of an Ethiopuanarmy, and he hoped
to compel instant submission. 2 Kings xix. 8-13. By the
blasphemous pretentions of this letter, the King of Assyria
made the war a conflict between himself and Jchovah. Job
xv, 28,

Then they cried....unto the people. This verse in
the onder of tiing precedes the last.  On comparing 3 Kings
xvili. and xix. 1t isclear that Sennachent uily sent the letter
to Hezchiak after his geversl had nfonmed him of the
{-uitlessness of his «forts to induce the people of Jerusalem
to suba.it; while the calling aloud in the Jews' languoge to
the people on the wall took place in the hrst ncgotiations
with the ambassadors of Hezckinh,

This device was resorted to, because it was known that
there was among the Jews an Assyrian idolatrous party dis-
conterted with the reforming tendencies of Hezehiab, and
ready to revolt azainst him.

2he great guestion &5 ;. *Whereon do ye trust?” Do
you rcly upon the promises of God, or upon thes delusive
prowises and threats of the pnnce of the world? Ps. ii. 12;
xxxive 8; lil. 71 lxxxiv. 12; oxlvi. 55 Prov. xi. 285 xvi.
30; Jer. xvii. §; Matt. iv. §, 9; 2 Cor. iy. 4; Eph. vi. 12,

The one who lays scige to our soul has & great multitude
usthk Aiss.  How many bhs can buast of having overcome!
Nevertheless, fear not, for there are more with us thaa with
him.  With us 15 the Lord our God to help us Sght our
battles. Luke xxii. 3; Johnxii, 31; xiit, 2; 1 Cor. xv. §7;
2 Cor. iv. 43 Eph. it. 23 Rom. viii. 37; t Johniv. 4; v. 4.

How hasughty and ignorant is unbelief.  The taunts of the
kol are Aarmiless.  The gods of earth are worthless.

11. HezeRiauw’s Pravrr: Verse 20,

Hezekiah took the letter, and *“spread it before the Lord.”
He had not heard of the rumour which was the cause of its
being written. lie was not aware that there was any aid
approaching from Egypt.  He was shut up to his Ged for
help.  All the better for him that he was. God helped
more in a single night than the king of Egypt could have
doue in a lifetime.  The prayeris the utterance of direct and
simple fath.  The act of spreading it out before the Lord
shows his child-like confidence in God. The pmayer is a.
petition to God to accept the challenge that Sennacherib has
thrown down. e prays that God would save, not because
of any glory that would accrue to the king, but, all the other
gods having been proved impotens, ““that all the kisgdoms
of the carth may know that thou art the Lord God, and thou
only.” He pleads the most strongly with God who pleads
for God’s bonour.

Isaiah too who had been the king’s counsellor, joins him
In supplication. (1.) It was carnest prayer, for these was
urgent need.  (2.) It was deaf prayer. The kung spread
out the wnung before the Lord in the temple, as if to cast
the burden on fum.  (3.) It was confent prayer.  1le who
is God's servant has nght 1o look tv his master for protec-
tien. {(4.) It was ansted prayer; the king and the prophet
combaping their fath,  (5.) It was grevaiffng prayer, bnng-
ing an imeiediate and abundant answes.

i%11. Hevur FROM GoD: Verse 21,

The unswer to the prayer came through Isaiah, in one of
the yrandest prophetic passages in the whale Bl‘)lc, Isainh
xxxvit.  And swiltly came the righteous vengeance. The
Lord sent as angel.  Nu doubt some instrumentality was
employed, for God works through nataral law. Perhaps it
was a pestlence, which 1 2 hot chimate has been known to
sweep away whole armies; or 2 simoon, the wind of the
desert enshrouding the camp with its burning blast. ¢ God's
quiver bas moze than ane amow.,”  Catoff all the mighty
men. Tothe number of 185,000, as recorded m Isa, xxxv31.
36. Shame of face, The mmuments mention victanes
after this, but no war against Palestine.  Slew him.. Sene
nachend was murdered by his own scns, while worshupping
3n the wdol tempic.  So perish all who defy the God of 1s-
ract!  The forty-suixth, scventy-fifth, ard scventy-sixth
Psalms beleng to this period 2nd add.mech to the interest of
the history.

Thus God maketh cen the sereth of man te presse His,

EXTLANATORY NOTES,

Servants.—In 2 Kings xviii. 17, they are called Tartan,
Rab-saris, and Rab-shakch; but these were not personal,
byt oficial names. In Jer. xxxix. 13, they siand side by
side with the personal names of those who bore them at that
time. Tartan, or general, was the ‘“caplain of the life~

* {2 Kings xxv, 8,} or commandei-inechicf. Rabesans,
of all the officers and servants of the court; the office was
koowa in Egy; ;sGw. xxxvil, 36) and in Babylon (Dan.‘ ia
3.) and is atthis day onc oflhchi%l::;o(ﬁcsm the, Terkisk
court.  Rab-shakeb, chicf cup-beares, ap officsr in the

tian court also (Gsa. xl. 21,) waslikewise an important
official ; Nehemiah once fillpd the office {Neh. i. 35.) Thesq
three officers, then, were the highest civil and military offi;
cers in the empi Sennachenb sent three such ‘officess §
ordes to give importapce to the missioa. It a 13 x}u‘l
they wese ascompanied  with a large foree {3 Kings aviii
17,) but with the desipn of intimidating the pcoy]c, rathc
than with the intention of besieging the dl{. No military
operatons were attempted s the army mersly encamped on
the west side of the city {2 Kiags xviil. 317.) . !
[}
1

chish. meaning inviocible. It was 3 iown of mieat
aatura! sitength of position, .and cxtensive, fortifications §
sitpated about fosty miles south-west fraam Jerusalesn, oa the
dirzct road to Egypt. 12 was a stipng place even helpie the
congucst &]o&h %. 32;) was fortiicd by Rckoboam {chap,
1. 9,) and probably by Asa {chap. xiy. 7,, and wassclected |
by Amazah, king of Judah, as a place of rcfuge from cons i

spirators at Jurusalem (chap. xxv, 27.)  The main Ledy of
the Assyrians, together \vllYA the king, prosecuted the siege
of this city, while this detachment went to Jerusalem,

{. It is interesting tp find in the annals of Sennacherib a
full account of this campaign. *‘And because Hesckish,
kiog of Judah,” says Sennacherib, “would not submit.to n.y
yoke, 1 came up against ham, and by force of arms, and by
the might of my power, £ took forty-six of Ais stmng fenced
etticz; and of the smaller towns which were scattered about
I took and plundered a countless number, And from these
places I captured and carried off as spail 200,150 people, old
and young, male and female, together with horses tm;fJ mares,
asses and camels, oxen ant sheep, a countless multitude.
And Hezckiah himself I shut up in Jerusalem, his capital
city, like a bird in a cage, bullding towers round: the city to
hem him in, and raising banks of carth ugainst the gates, so
as to prevent escape. . . . Then upon thiy Hezekigh there
fell the fear of the power of my ayms; and he sent out to me
the chicfs and the elders of Jerusplem, with thirty talents of
ld and eight hundied talents of silver, and divers treasures,
a rich and immense hooty. . . . Al these things were
brought to me at Ninevely, the seat of my gavernment,
Hezekiah having sent them by way of tribute, and asa token
of his submission to my power.” It is ncedless, however,
to particularize the points of agreement between these nar-
ratives. The only discrepancy is in the amount of silves
which Sennachenb reccived. Layard, however, suggests
that the Bible may only include the actual amount of money
in the three hundred talents of silver, whilst the Assynan
records comprise all the precious metals taken avay—AB8aw-
linson's Bampton Lectures.

-y

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE MINISTRY. b

The Church of God has been purchased with the blood of
his Jdear Sor, and, to estimate the vesponstbility of the min-
istry, we heve to “ print in our remembrance that touss
entrusted the care of immortal souls.” *‘All souls are
mine,” is a text to whach 1 have often thought we ought 1o
give prowminence ; 1t should be on our study wall, that the
eye may rest upon it when we are preparing {or our public
ministration; it should ever be in our vemembrance, wher-
ever our lot be cast, whether amongst the cultuted and
refined classes, or amongst the illiterass and degraded,  **All
souls are mine.” And as each one cammitted to us has a
soul to be saved, to be plucked as a brand from the buming,
the salvation of each separate rpul depends largely, hurcanly
speaking, on the faithfelness or unfuithfulness of our min
istration. God is pleasec (0 use human instrumentality in
connection with the carrying aut of Ilisdivine purposs tv-
ward mankind. He might have creatod a new race, and
thus superseded the rnce fallen from righteonsness. He
might have saved a fallen race without the intervention or
co-operation of any instrument ; .but it is i the kingdom ot
grace as 1n cvery department of creation—God uses means
towards the accomplishment of His will.  Oursas at once
the priviiege and responsibility of being fellow-workers with
God. To each soul we cre a savour of life unto life, or of
death unto death. Every scrmon we preach fusthers a
soul's malvation or increases its condemnation. Every private
monitjon, as it is received or rejected, 1s helgful to the
spiritual hife, or makes its growth less possible; for the
judgment day is being every day rchearsed, and 1s now beiny
carried out, either in the adding dady to the Church of such
as shall be saved, or an the candemnation of the reprobate,
ather 1n the sealivyr of the elect, or in the branding of the
lost. low. ir:\'c, how momentous, therclore, our work,
when we sct before us, calmly and distinctly, the issucs for
weal or wog, which may bang on our ministry! And this
the more so when wc remember that the Iaity are, as a sule,
very dependent on the, 1gcognised ministers of religion Jur
instruction in things spintual. I is pow as it.has ever been,
Mecn bave been set,apart fram. their fellow-men for the deh-
nite and distingt work o the sacred aministry, and, with
comparatively rarc exceptions, the mass of the luty look 10
the clergy, for spiritual instrection aed guidance, as we lock
tv a physician fur medicing, taa awyer, for counsel.  The
very distizctness of our pffice, the pectliar character of our
vocalion, the rc ised authority of the ministry, the as-
sumed or allow:ig:upcriomy in the knowledge of Gos
Word, and .that delercnce to our sacred .calling which the
Jaity spontancausly accord, and only selpctantly cease (o pay,
all this establishes an especial clainion us in their estinfation;
it makes them quick to notice where we fal] short of the:
ideal of the mivistsy, and cqually. gquick to appreaate and
commend whenever we in-any. measurg rg:ali'zt.wg;;. they oo
anoaturaily look for at our bands.=Xew. . Pig,,...
togeetg -

THE POPISH HIERARCHY iN SCOTLAND.

1t is, wedhink, very much to be segretted. that,so many of
the Protestants of this cowutry fecl very litde concem about
the doings of the.Pope and his Couss in telatidn to ahjs mat
ter.  They admit that it is both impudant and presumptuous
.for Pope Pjus,IN. 9 scnd bis bplls.into guy land, map
out our Gauplry into.as wany gpiscopal ,d:oecsqsz.sf; thinks
fit,. But why, they say, trouble onrselves, &1 make any out-
ay.qn the, subject ? ate onlyhis oxn subjects, the
membersof his qwa Chorch, that are affected b3 it, it foucbes
ncither our, civil nor religicus libertics a5, Crotestants; and
il he chooses to alter the, ecclesiastical relations ol bjs own
people, why need, we dnterfere,in the, boatter 2. But such
. xiews e regrsd a3 very, greatly mistakes, and betray onig
the ignomecy of those who s them of the. policy of the
.Shuicb of Rome, and.the, efice; which thisact of the Poje
will most assaredly h& o0 the religions an itical stany
ing of every homan, olic In gmﬂam at it will. 103
certainty, change the relation ig,._w}pgh the Roman Catkolx
commanity will stand to the civil doventment apd laws o
the, countiy, and modify the allegiance which they will «
. future. ﬂw jothem. To sec this cleatly, we may state tha
since the Reformagiag,, Scotiand hasbetn regarded as & mn-
sionary, district only of the Re man Charch, and not an inie
fral pottion of she Papels xdlesiastical cmpre. And al-
thougk: its bishops have in fater times been styled ¥ Vieas




