
Tho Rokwoo>d Ileview.
This winter's visitation of white

winged Crossbills bas beeni the
most remarkabie known in many
years. Thest birds have been here
In large nunibers for at least two
mnonths. the maies and the femnales
as a generai ruie keeping in separate
Blocks. They are very tame, and
cau easiiy be approaclied when
they corne to the ground to gatlier
the seeds fromn cones which have
(alleu down. The maie birds are
very brilliant ini plumage-a bright
crimson with dark wings slasbied
with briglit white bars-these glar-
ing contrasts in color making the
bird conspicuious. When captured
the Crossbiiis do not seemn the least
aiarmed, are flot at ail worried over
captivity, and in a day or so w ill si t
on the captor's hand and pick ut)
seeds. It is characteristic of neariy
ail northern birds to be free from
Cear. and their gentie habits nîuke
them easy prey for heartiess bo)ys
and young mn, who seemn fo think
that their mission is to destroy
everything in the animai kingdoxxî.
The structure of the Crossbiiis beak
is very reniarlcable. the mandibles
being crossed at the points in such
a manner that the seeds in coxies
catibe extracted with great rapidity.
Sometimes the conimon Crossbill
is found wîth the flocks of white
wixxged birds. and Siskins are tu be
seen with themn also.

Rockwood ha-, decided not to
take up the ice-hoating just yet
awhiie, as Hatter's Bay bas able
representat;ves in the shape of
Reeve Fisher and Mr. Sullivan. It
wili be tume enough to step into
the breach when they fait. and
althoxxgh the ocldq against them are
about thirty to unie on paper. on ice
they, are flot quite su great.

Tlhe Village affairsof Portsmouth
are getting somnewhat mnixed. and
witii the Auciet bard we can fairiy
exclaim, '*Wherezarewe at." Somne
sarcastic criticq wvoiffer %vhy wve
require a Council anyway, for they

dlaim. that municipal affairs are
pretty well arranged, no'v that the
snow question has been settled
against the Street Car Company.
The onty other question of impor-
tance is the goose question, and we
ail know how every Alderman will
vote on that. Free geese and dov-
erninent p asture win every timie,
and theon ly chance of gettingeven.
is for the government officiais to
keep up large families, who, will
attend sehool without paying fees.
,rhe first meeting of the council
wa.'q ineffective as it had not a
quorum, whatever that means. and
severai of the aldermen elect refused
te> sw'ear in the presence of the
Reeve. aitbough it issuggested that
they liad ample provocation to
ixîdulge ii a nxild species of pro-
fanity in private. The "*Hope" of
the ilew year refused to swear. the
liard %, mani of Stone was sulent wheuz
tiliequalification oath was suggested,
anxd the muan of the Mill admitted
that lie needed more grist to enable
l n tii go on. Somieone suggested
..at ail shotild go out and "eut

grass" for a pastime. and things
looked squally for a wiîile. In the
mean lwliile severai iikeiy candidates
have been feeling the public pulse.
v'eith a view to embarking on a
1public career.

The advent of the Torpedo in
ice yachting circles -eenis to, have
resulted in an. explosionl. but instead
of the torpedo going off, as a weil
directed explosive shciuld, it is the
plucky owvner who bas done so,
having resigned from the Kingston
Yàachit Club. In the meanwhite
Portsmouth is wondcring what
makes ail the fuss about interna-
tional challenges. The Defiauce of
Portsmouth defeated ail of the
crack iceboats; last vear, and the
Cup came to stay. After we have
downed Cape Vincent. we shahi
move on with our challenge to, the
Hudson, with a Canadian boat, a
Canadian crew and a Canadian


