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For many years past it bas been iricumbhent upon ail candidates qeekitie
emp)oyznent in the post-office, as in other pul-lic departmients, to unilrg
niedical exainination with tne *view of securing healthy persons for thie
service; and in the course ()f such examinations it is n"ecessary for tlie
inedical officer to inquire into the health of the parents, brothers, Ind
sisters of the candidate, etc. The follcwing are exainples of answers, lu-
ceived :

"lFather had sunstroke and 1 caughlt it of hlm."
"My littie brother died of somne funny name."
"A great white cat draw;ed my aister'a breath and ahe (lied of it." A parent dijed of

"Apperplexity," another died of IlParasies." One Ilcaught Tiber rever in the Elaciuoey
Road," another had "'goaruders," a third, Ilburraiger in the head." Souie of the other tu;a
plaints -were descrihed as Il rummitanic pains," Il carracatic fever," "indigestion of thel,
6'toucertina. lu the throat," " pistoles on the back. " One candidate statedl that his -si.,tcr
was consumpted, nom- shc's quiet well again," while the siater of another was stated to 1àaý
"died of compulsion."

We cannot better conclude this article then by reproducing, the descrip-
tion giveh by Lewis, in bis " History of the Po,,t-office," of the proceedings
at the closing Of the mail-box at six o'clock in the London Central office:

" lThie newspaper window, ever yawning for more, is preseutly surrounded and besiegi bjy
anarray of boys of ail ages and costumes, tugether with chiidreu of a larger g. awth, wlu are

aIl alike pusling heaving, and a'zrging lu one geat mass. The windiîw with tremendouï gapie
la assulted with showers of papera, which fy t hicker and faster than the driven snow.' Nuw
àt is that amalf boys of eleven and twelve years of age, panting, Sinbad-Iike, under the wei>ht
of huge bundles of newapapers, manage sumiehow to dart about and make rapid sorties ilto
,other ranka of boys, utteriy disregarding the cries of the officiai policemen, who vainly eilea%
our to reduce the tumuit into something like poat-office order. If the lads cannnt quietly ki
easily disembogue they will whizz their missiles of intelligence over other people's heads, iiuw
and then sweeping off bats and caps w~ith the force of shot. The gathering every momtiit in-
creases in numbers and intensifies in purpose; arma, legs, sacks, baskets, heada, andl bwniffes
aeem te be gettiný into a state of confusion and disagrt'eabie communismn, and yet the tcr3 is
"still theycre' Hears of papers are now sen+t lu sackfuls and basketfuis. while ovtr thie

heada of e surging crowd are fiying back the emipty sacks, thrown out of the office L>3 thie
porters inaide. Seui-off cial legends, with a very stiong PInack of probability about tici>, kil1
of sundry boys hein g thi own in, aeized and, thrown out aan. As six o'clock approadies
nearer and nearer thle turmoil iracreases, for the intelligentBritish public le fully alive ku tLe
awfui truth that the post-office officiais never ailow a muinute of grace. and that 'Newspiaper
Fair' nnust be over 'Aheu the laat stroke of six la heard. ONE -lu rush files of iaggard boys,
m ihave purposely loitered lu the liope of a little excitement . TWO-and grown ini Lurry
lu -with the last sacks ; TRRLEE -the struggle resenîbles nothin- se much as a pantouillie
n.ê'ée ; FocR-a babel of tougues vociferating desperatciy ; FIVE -fiua and furlous show tis (if
paptrs, saeks and bags ; and, six- wheu ail the windows fail, like somany swords of Darnocks,
and the alita close with such a sudden and simultaneous snap that % e uaturally suppose it L, be a
part of the poat-office operationa that attempta should he made to guillotine a scori, of hari;
and then ail is over, so far as the outisidetrs are concerned. There mnay be somelingering rcgrds
that these stirring scenes are aninonig the things of the past. This bu8tliug method of oj *ratiofl
bas been superseded by a quieter aud more* efficient systcm which provides branch offt-.i or
pîliar-boxes for ell large cities, thus al tering the excitement which used te prevail at the chief
office-the great central point where corresponidençç hsd te bos depoeited. for des1atch.-
Ccçadczn Afethodiet lcJwjazin*e,


