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binckberry and crapborry, after which
camo the orchard fruits, a sample of
which, in the shupo of somoe Gravenstein
apples, had met with approval at a recent
meeting. In fact the geographcal situa-
tion of the Nova Scotian poninsula in N,
latitude 45° might be expected to bo
favorble to tho production of thoe finest
fruits of the temperats zone. The
Vuecinium Vitts Idea, cowberry, cow-
cranberry, desorved speeial notice, econo-
mically regarded ; for, though growing on
both sides of tho Atlantic, it claims as
affording an article of dict, acconling to
Professor TLawson, Dalhousie College,
Halifax, wero but little understaod save
in his own province, In Iurope, he says,
the usc of the berry is unknown, and in
America both Professor Gray and M.
‘Wood speak disparagingly of it, and yet
in Nova Scotia it i held in high esteem
for making a delicious preserve.

The leaves of tho Ledum palustre, or
Labrador tea, were said to be used medi-
cinally by a remnant of the aburiginal
Indians as a remedy for consumption,
and by the white inhabitants for impart-
ing a pleasant flavour to beer. Employed
sonetimes for the latter purpose was tho
Gaultheria procumbens, the wintergreen,
traberr,, or partridge-berry, remarkable
as yieldisg the substance known in com-
merce as wintergreen oil.  Its namo of
« partridge-berry” might ve derived from
the leaves being fed upen by a native
grouse called the partridge, Dr. Cogswell
having found them in the stomachs of
szveral of these bivds which he examined.

Other samples on the table were the
Rhodora Canadensts, the Kalmia angus-
tifolia and K. glawca, the Cassandra
calyculata, the Andromeda polifolia, the
Arctostaphylos ucaursi, and the Pyrola
elliptica. 1t was interesting to know,
on the authority of Professor Lawson,
that the Scotch heather, Culluna vul-
garis, had been ascertained to grow natur-
ally in soveral parts of Nova Scotia. The
Vaccinium myrtillus, producing the bill-
berries or whortleberries so much prized
in the Highlands of Scotland, also oceurs
in Cunads, but only on the Pacilic side
of the Do*ninion.

The thanks of the Society were given
to Dr. Cogswell for his very interesting
and valuable remarks,

Dr. Cogswell exhibited a preserved
specimen of Utricularia vulyariy, showing
small fish, entrapped by the air bladders
of the plant. 1t had lately been shown
by Mr. Simns that large quantities of
fish fry are destroyed by the Ubricularia
in rivers and fresh aters,

Onx10x seeds sown now and left in the
ground through tho winter with a mulch
of hay or straw, will make fine bunch
onions for noxt spring’s uso or sale,

I an glad to sco the North Syduey
Herald turning its attention to so
practical and useful a subjict as the
culture of small fruit. It is a sub-
ject that has hitherlo been fur teo
much neglected upon this Island. You
very justly observo that it isnot owing to
any natural defscts of soil or unfitness of
climate that our shortcomings in this
respect ave duo.  You hint that it isa
just appreciation of tho subject that is
needed to cause the people to take a new
departure, But the problom of gelting
tho masses of the peoplo who aro or ought
to bo interested in the subject to give it
suflicicnt attention is not so easy of solu-
tion, especially when it is considered
that a vast ajority of these are by
nature or inclination not disposed to read
upon the question. The brilliant success
of Whetmore, Flowelling, Tingley and
othersin New Bruuswick, or of Forsytho,
Coleman, Shaw aund scores of others who
might be named in Nova Scotia, serve
mainly to extort admiration, but little to
excite cmulation. You may tell them of
Purdy, editor of the Fruit Recorder,
raising 180 hushels of strawberries on an
acre which at $4 per bushel, which is
only two-thirds of what they would fetch
in North Sydney, would bo $720 per
acre, or of Rev. Dr. Cannon mising at
the rate of 260 bushels of currants per
acre, which at 35 per bushel is $1250
per acre, or of a Richmond fitm selling
from one and a half acres $900 worth of
goosoberries, and which at 25 cents per
quart—the price an amateur gardener u.
North Sydney gets this year——would
amount to the nice little sum of $1,600
peracre! These and kindred examples
the average farmer regards as subjects of
wonder but not of imitation.  One rea-
son of his reluctance to leave the beaten
track of grain and pofatoes is that he has
few or no exumples in his vicinity to
copy from, and heis afraid there are
mysteries in fruit-raising he cannot
fathowm, Inheriting the conservatism of
his class the average farmer is skeptical
of book knowledgo of farming or fruit-
growing, and hence the scarcity of moders
works on horticulture among farmers.
There is a genoral aversion to purchase
such works as Fuiler's, Barry's, or Down-
ing’s, although worth, to the intelligent
man who can learn from them, their
weight in gold. When men begin to
read they begin to think, and when they
begiu to think they begin io prozress.
Fruip cuiture is a slow but stre outcome
of improvement in farming.  There has
been almost & revolution in farming in
tho last fifty years in the United States
and somo parts of Canada, but the in-
crease in siall fruit culture, immense and
wonderful as it has been, has not kept
pace with the demand. Considering the
prospect for supplying steamers and ships

that mako thina port of call, together
with the market ot St. Picrre and other
ports, North Sydney is probably the best
markst for small fruits in the Lower
Provinces, and any man who will intelli-
gently cultivato five acres of amall fruit
within o conveniont distance of North
Sydney will soon bo an independent if
not & wealthy man—R. J. MorraT in
N, Sydney Herald,

ANALYSES OF FERTILIZERS.

I havo just received, in pamphlet form,
a* Supploment to tho Abstract of the
Minutes of the Second Annual Meoting
of the National Fertilizer Association,”
with the address of the president, Mr.
Charles Richardson, of Philadelphia, It
containg many true things, and some
valuable suggestions in regard to means
of securing greater uniformity of State
legislation in regard to fertilizers, and
greater uniformity in methods und results
of chemical analysis.

But it seemns to me that Mr. Richardson
greatly overstates tho present range of
variation betweon different chomists who
use tho sameo methods and re-agents. Ho
charcterizes the discrepanciesus ¢ absurd
and ludicrous,” and says these terms are
“yery mild ones to apply whon we come
to consider their cffect when applied to
measure the value of goods that are pro-
duced at a cost of over twenty millien
dollars per year.”

‘Thedeterminationsof different chemists
of good standing for fofal ammonia, phos-
phoric acid and potash, run vory close in-
deed. In ten denominationsgiven bolow,
and made by chemists C00 miles apart on
the same samples, divided and submitted,
tho variations for total ammonia amount
to only 3-10000and 1-0000 respectively,
and those for total phosphoric acid to only
4-10000, 13-10000 and 29-10060 re-
spectively. This would be a variation
of only 3, 1, 4, 13 and 29 pounds, re-
spectively, in five fons, which isinfinitely
closer than any grocer's scales could
divide up five tons of sugar or coffee into
“ small retail” packages,

But in available and insoluble phos-
phoric acid, the results and proportions
are not so close. Let me explain briefly
and in non-scientific language. Phos-
phoric acid in South Carolina phosphatic
rock (and less so in bone) is in very
refractory form or condition, and is very
slow to givo itsolf up as plant food. If
ihe rock is ground very fine and “‘ treated”
with sulphuric acid, howuver, a portion
of the phosphoric acid becomes * solubla”
in pure cold water, and a still further
portion is supposed to be soluble in sof
water. The latter portion is called
“ reverted” or * precipitated,” ond chem-
ists have tried to deviso a weak solvent
and o method of manipulation that should



