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"AFFLICTION THE LOT 0F SAINTS I3ELOW."1

MVile we are inortai we must taste
of the waters oft i/r-a, drink of the
cup) of idversity, and swini the tein-
pestuous ocean. It is tiie perfection
of angel s that tiey, could neyer know
the pathos of mental disquiet, or the
pangs of angiiish ; and it is the hiappi-
ness of departed saints to obtaini joy
for nîouring, a crown for crosses, and
to0 fo rjget thieir misery, if îîot wvholIy,
yet to reiniber it as wvaters, once
swolleii to a dreadful flood, but thiat
now forever flow away.

It is, thien, the inisery of the sons
of meni, only while hiere. to be, as it
were, a mnark set up for the arrows of
tribulation, and to be engag ed iii con-
stant wvar and iii perl)etual brouls;
but it is the privilege of the Christian
soldier to ivear the shield of faith wvith
whichi lie shial be able to quenchi the
fiery darts of Satan, and 'yard off the
missiles of destruction thiat niay be
hiurled at hlm ifroimaniy quiarter. EIlow,
then, ma, ive triuimphi under ail our
afflictions?

Jir-st. WXe must consider that they
comne froîn God, wvhatever be tie in-
struinent :" Thou hiast chastised nie,
and 1 Nvas cliastised ; Tihou liast
afflicted mie iii fatitlifulness."

Secondl. We must consider that
they arc out of love :"I %Vhion the
Lord loveth lie cliastenethi, and
scourgeth every son whomn lie re-
ceivetlh."

Thtirdi. We must consider that they
are for our good : IlFarliers of our
flesh chastise us for thieir pleasure,
but Hie for our profit, that we may be

partakers; of luis liolincss."
Fiiyr/lz. We inist consider that they

are noble antidotes against and pre-
Iservatives fromn sin : I Ere I wvas
affiicted I strayed. bu~t niiev T kee-ép
thy uvord."

Pif//z. We must consider that they
assiiiate the saints to thieir glorious
I-Iead, their sympathising and. feeling
Higli Priest, wvho 'vas Il a inan of sor-
rowvs and acquainted wvitli grief. Yea,
iii the uvork of redemiption, the Cap-
tain of our salvation ivas made 1)erfect
througli sufférings."

Six//z. They teach humnanity and
sympathiy to fellou-creatures in the
saine circuinstances : IlC Cli rist suffered
beiiig tenl)ted, that lie miighit knouv
houv to succor thenu thiat are tcnupted,
and be a mierciful High Priest to His
people."

Se-venth. Afflictions make very
hiumble and break the liaughity mind,
and bring down the lofty thouglit
IlI go softly ail my years, in the bit-
terness of mny soul; rny soul is as a
uveaned child'

Ezi/zth. Afflictions cause the soul
to go frequently to a throne of grace,
aîud have, as it were, the acquaintance
betwveen God and the soul. increased:-
IlIn the day of my trouble I soughit
the Lord."

Manltiy are the blessings that de-
scend upon us consequent of affliction.
Shiall we, tien, despise the discipline
of hecaven, fronu which none are ex-
enipted, uuot even the Son of God?
Yea, aIl the hieirs of glory are brought
Up in the schiool of the cross-O,


