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suppose that wvords spoken on different occasions are liere

grouped together in a continuous addrcss. It is niot likely
tlîat we lhave here an utterly confused report of our Lord's,
words. We have no good reason for abandonig the record
as substantially correct. Whien Jesus said to the TNvelve,
"Verily, ', say unto you, ye shial not hiave gone throughi the
cities of Israel, tili the Son of Manî be corne" (V1), lie doubtless
thoughit of his return as coîncident withi the historical catas-
trophe of thi Jeîvish. nation. Ail the Synoptists preserve the
saying :" Verily, I say uinto you, this geileration shah flot
pass away, tili ail these things be' fulfilled " (32). The des-
truction of Jerusalem, then, wvas evidentlv one of the events
wvhich found a p!ace in bis thought of the " Parousia." Does
flot this conflict wvith our conclusion that bis Coniing wvas
essentially spiritual ? By no mneans. He must be a very
superficial student of history wvho fails to see that the fahi of
Jerusalem wvas essentially a spiritual phenomenon. It -,vas
doubtless such iii the nind of Christ. "Moses' seat" wvas
therî cast dowvn. The temple, the great bulwark of the H-ebrew
faith, xvas destroyed. The cerernonial religion of tlie Jews wvas
conquered once and for ail by the spiritual religion of Jesus.
Judaisni then and there wvent down before Chiristianity. Was
not this a, spiritual Coming of the Son of Man ? But this wvas
not bis consummnate Coniing. He did not predict flic speedy
realization of bis Kingdomi in- its .conmpleteness. The disci-
ples biad no w'arrant frorn hinii for straining tlieir eyes, gazing
into lieaver-, in expectation of his specdy Advent in fuîll powver
and glory, -for lie liad plainly told thieni " The (lay and the
Iîour knowetlî no mian, not even the Son "(33).

The entrance of the Gospel to the Gentile -%vorld also stood
out proiniently in Jesus' tiiouglit of the " Parousia." This
is evident from thiat sublime passage in Mattlîewv xxv. :31-46:

"When the Son of Maxi shahl corne in his glory and ail the

(31). MNatt)iew% 10 :23.
(32). M.ttthewV 24: 34.-ar 13: 3o. Luke 21 :,32.

(33). MattheW 24:- 36.
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