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192 HOME AND SCHOOL.
' The Land of Little Paople |2 71 thor i o When ho v into it relation |Pie TREE OF

Far away and yer so near ws, lies o fand
wheta all have been,

Played beside its sparkling waters, danced
alony its meadow x grecn,

Where the busy world do dwell i and s
noises only seen,

Like the echo of 4 tempest or the shadow of
a dicam;

And it grows not old forever, sweet and
Youny it is to-day - -

Tis the Land of Lattlo People, where the
happy childien play.

And the things they know aud see there are
so wonderiul and grand,

Things that wiser folks and older cannot
krow nor understand :

In the woods thoy meet tho fairies, find the
giants in their caves,

Seo the palaces of cloudland and the mermen
in the waves,

Know what all the birdies sing of, hear the
secrets of the flowers—

For the Land of Little Peoplo is another
world than ours,

Once 'twas ours; ’tis ours no longer, for
when nursery time is o’er

Through the Land of Little People wo may
wander nevermoro,

But wo hear the merry voices and we sco
them at their play,

And our own dark world grows brighter and
we scem as young as they,

Roaming over shore and meadow, tatking to
the birds and flowers—

For the Land of Little People is a fairer
world than ours,

LESSON NOTES.
FOURTH QUARTER.

STUDIXS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.
B.C. 1249} LESSON X. [Dee. 9
GIDFON'S ARMY.

Judg. 7. 1-8. Memory verses, 2, 3,
GoLpeNy Texr.

Not by might nor by power,
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts,

OurLiNg,
1. The Host of Midian,
2. The Host of God.

Trae - 1240 B.C.

Prack.—Near Mounts Gilboa rnd Little
Hermon, west of the sea of Galilee,

Coxxrerig Lisks. —After the general
description of the life of the people under
the judges, given in the last lesson, tho his-
tory taﬁes up the muin events under the
respective rulers, the narrative growing more
and more graphic and detailed ag we come
$sward the begiuning of the new dispensa
tion to be ushered n by Sumuel.  There have
been already four judges, and Gideon, who
is the fifth, is one of the ablest of the list,
The lesson is a story from his life,

EXpPLANATIONS, — Beside the well=That is,
above, on the mountain side. 7%he peaple
are loo many—The army is too large: it
numbered thirty-two thousand, which num-
ber was greatly inferior to the Midianites.
1 will try them -Put them through some
form of test: what the form was is at onco
described.  Down unto the water—That is,
down the side of $ount Gilboa, to the well
of Marod, or fountain, or spring.  7'he peo-
ple took victuals—~Tho people who took sup-
plies were the three hundred who took from
the rest of the ten thousand soldiers, so that
cach had a pitcher and a lamp, as afterward
described,

Quxstions ror HoME STUDY.

1. The Host of Midian.

Who was Jerubbaal, or Gideon?
Why was ho called Jerubbaal? chap. 6.
32

but by my
Zech, 4, 6.

What caused the invasion of the Midian-
itea?

Whose descendants wero these Midianites?
Gen, 25. 2,4,

Where did they dwell? Exod, 2,15; 3.
1; Num. 22, 1, 4.

In what part of the land was this invasion
made?

How great was the army of invasion?
ver. 12, .

What was the general feeling throughou'
the army? ver. 3,

By what name 15 God often valled . Isa,
1.9; Rom 4 24

What was the number of the ho 4 of God
that made Gideon's army 7

How was the ¢hoice made

How were they equipped tor the battle ¥

How bl Gideon gathered his army ¥

W hat lewson ought Israel to have learned
from this method of the Lord? Zech
4 G

To whom did they aseribe the whole glory?
chap. 8. 22,

How completo was the victory which God
gavethem? chap. 8, 28,

Practivarn TEcnINGs,

God and ono are a majority, some one has
said,  Will you be that on¢? Gideon was
ready for any task.  Are you ?

There were fearful ones in this army.
There are moral cowards every where. Are
you one?

The hosts of Midian, like tho hosts of sin,
were a vast multitude. God was greater
than they, God is greater than are the
forces of sin.

Ouly one out of every one hundred and
seven was accepted for this army,

When the Son of man comes with fan in
hand to purge his floor, will he divide as
closely 2~ Will you bo chosen or loft ?

Hixts ror Home Srupr,
1. Learn all you can of Gideon in chaps,

s 3y Os

2. Write tho story of his lifo as fully as
you can,

8. Locate these two armices so as to under-
stand all that happened.

4. Mark the places that are difficult to
nnderstand, aml ask some one about them.

5. Giive the great characteristic of (ideon
&s & man,

Tie LrssoN CATEcHIsM.

1. What great danger was threatening
Isracl during the days of Gideon? Destrue.
tion by the Midianites. 2. To what tribo
did Gideon belong ? Tho tribe of Manassel,
3. What made Gideon the leader of the
army of Israel? **The Spirit of the Lord
came upon him.” 4. How lavge an army
did e vaise? Thirty-two thousaud men,
5. How many did Go choosoe to averthrow
Midian? Three hundied picked men. €,
What lesson did he mean thus to teach
them?® *Not by might,” ete.

Doctrival SugeesTioN, —The Lord of
hosts.

CaTrcnisy QuistioN,

12. By what means were our first pavents
led to commit so great o sin against God ?

By ti.o subtilty of the devil, who made
use of the serpent to beguile Lve,

Genesis iii. 13, And the woman said,
The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

2 Corinthians xi. 3. As the serpent be-

DY

guiled Eve in his craftiness,

B.C. 1120} LIESSON XI.
DEATH OF 3AMSON.
Judg. 16. 21-31, Memoty verses, 29, 30
GoLpex 'P'rxr,
reat men are not always wise, Job 32.

[Dec 16

9.

UUTLINE,
. Blind,

. Mocl:ed.
3. Avenged.

Tryx.—1120 B.C,

PLack.—Gaza, in south-western Palestine,

CoNNKOTING LINKS.—We have come
far along in the story of the Judges; we
are almost at the end of the list. Samson is
the thirteenth of the fifteen who were raised
up to work deliverance for Israel. The
years have been years of distress, with
occasional gleams of prosperity. Some of
the romantic incidents of Scripture have
oceurred, Samson himself has contributed to
these incidents, and has been the terror and
scourge of the Philistine nation. But now
he i3 near his end. Samson sins, and sin al-
ways brings penalty; not always in this
world, but always somewhere. Samson suf-
fered here.  Read the story.

EXPLANATIONS.—Put out his eyes—A
common Oriental way of effectually destroy-
ing the power of nn cnemy.  Fetters of brass
—Double fetters of some composite metal ;
double, as they were perhaps on both his
hands and feet. He did grind-—That is, he
was reduced to the condition of a common
slave. Hair began to grow—His strength
was not in his hair, but in his consecrat%on
to Jehovah, of which the Nazarite’s hair wa

D —

to God onee meoro God blessed lhung with
stren th  Hewrewere momy Flited with
wine.  Miole sport — Entertained  tham by
featsof strength 3 or pochaps he danced and
W, v the word moay mean, or by hisawh-
woirdioss in lrs blindness aroused  thow
micth, 2o the pllars He teroned weant-
1o, and whed to be allowad to 108t wpols
or aganst the pllavs which supported the
hause,
QuistioNs rok HoMk StUny,
L. Blind
Who was made blind by the Philistines,
Who was hes what had he dones why
was he made blind ¢
How had he come inte the power of the
Philistines ?
How was he regarded by the Philistines ?
Under what vow had he been born ?
Had bis long hair anything to do with his
strength ?
What was the seeret of his gigantic might ?
2. Mocked.
Where had Samson been confined ¢
What occasion gave them opportunity to
mock and deride him ?
What was tho character of the gathoring ¥
vers, 25, 27.
What inferenco do you draw as to the
size of the town of Gaza at this time ?
How could peoplo be on the roof of a house
and seo what went on inside ?
How could Snmson *‘mako sport” when
blind ?
What can you find explaining this sceno?
3. Arvenged.

How severe was the
Samsgon ?

Wit was Samson's prayer ?

Does this teach that Gled approves of

punishmont put upon

human vengeanco taking ?

What do the Scriptuzes teach about self-
avenging® Duet. 32, 35; Pea. 04, 1; Tsa.
33. 4, ete.

How was he avenged upon his encmies ?

What was the character of Samson ?

Was his life a suceess or o failure?

Pracricst. 1'eacnizes,

The old story is told over; temptation,
parley with evil, a mowment of weakness,
asleep in sin, hound hand and foot by the
devil. Life is daily wituessing, the same
seene.  Are you acting in sueb  one?

Men come to a_spivitual crisis as Samnson
came to a physical one,  If they yicld, spiri.
tual blindness comes and who will restore
sight to those blind cyes? Is there a hint
that it Wil ever come?  Samson died blind.

Hixts vor Homk Srtupy.

1. Study first the history from Gideon to
Samson,
l'fg' Study, second, tho history of Samson’s
ife,

3. Study the effect of his life on history,

4. Sce if you can find any references to
him in other parts of the Bible,

5. What wero the olemeats of success
and failure in his life?

Tie Lessox CATECHISM.

1. When tho Philistines had overpowered
Samson what did they do to him? Pat out
his eyes. 2. What did they then compel
him to do* To grind in tho prison-house,
3. To whom did the Philistines aseribe their
victory over Samson? To their god Dagon,
4. What do we know was the cause of lug
misery and death? His wicked forgetfulness
of God. 5. What scrious warning from
this great man’slife comes to usall® “ Great
men are not always wise.” 6. Wherem
only lies true wisdom? In loving God.

DocrrivaL SvaarstioN.—The fear of God,
CATECHISM QUESTION,

13. Who is the devil or Satan ?

The chief of the fallen angels, who be.
fore man’s fall, sinned against God, and
was cast out of heaven,

1 Peterv. 8. Resober, bewatehful : oaur
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, secking whom he may de-.
vour.

Jude 6. Angels which kept not their
own principality, but left their proper
habitation. © Ho hath kept in over asting
bonds under datkness unto the judgment of
the great day,

EvEry virtue has been reckoned more
rare in proportion as it has been in-
teriorly dissevered from all relations of
interest, has been practised becauss

right in itself,

METHODIS:,
A LARGE CHART.

Unider the farm of & treo is ropresented g,
avteinal Mcthodism of Rev, John W, Iy,
with all its branches,  On the braeh s .
Levels, gvive dutes of olgamzation and
preseut statisties,  Other impot tant fast 0
“tated in tables.  Thoeate pictwesof My,
Swannah - Wesley, John Wesley, Chaliy
Wealey, Bishop Cole, Bishop Asbry, M-,
Babara Heel, Buhop Simpson, Brhop
Pietce, and Rev, Wi, Arthur.  The <), wt
i+ a reminder of amultitude of Methaont
facts and figures, and would bo omamnt )
and valuable in the hbrary, the study,
and the Sunday-school,

REV. B. P, DIMMICK, Pastor of Chrlstie

Chapel, Cincinnati, 0.

It will givo those who do not know, and
have not time to study our history, a good
idea of our Chuveh, I consider it n capital
thing,

REV. €. C. McCABE, D.D., Corresponding Seo-
rotary of Mlsslonary Boclety,

An object lesson of Methodist history,
May 25, 1885
DR. BROWN, President of Oincinnat! “Wes.

leyan College, Cincinnati, 0.

““The I'reo of Methodism” will intereut
and cnli{;htcn wherever it is introduced, It
is & good thought faithfully presented,

SI12E 30-34. VARNISHED AND MOUNTED,
PRICE, #1.50.

SundayQSchonl Music Book,

BY ASA HULL,

Author of “GeyM or GrMs,” * JEWELS or
PrAISg,” ete,

HAPPY GREETINGS :

A Collection of Choice, Original Hymns and
Tunes suitable for Sunday school,
Bible Classes, and the
Home Circle,

Price 35¢, cach. €3 ¢n per dozen,

JusT ISSUEDI!

Aims and Objects of the
Toronto Humane Society,

Edited by J. GEO. HODGINS, LL.D.

Royal octavo, 231 pages, 112 illustrations.

Paper covers, 25 cents cach, five for
$1.00. Cloth, bevelled boards, gilt side and
back, 50 cents,

This book contains a large number of
anecdotes and stories in prose and poetry,
showing that the objects of the soclety are
to prevent eruelty to dumb animals, and to
aid in the resene of homeless waifs and neg-
lected children.

With these objects in view the boole is
seut forth by the socioty on its mission of
kindness and merey,

AUTHORIZED EDITIONS.

Newest Book by

"PANSY."

JUST ISSUED!
Canadian Copyright Edition, from
Original Plates,

JUDGE BURNHAM'S
DAUGHTERS.

A Sequei to “RUTH ERSKINE'S OROSSES *
12ini0, cloth, 320 pp., post free,
PRICE, $1.00.

This book is Pansy’s latest, and is well,
strongly, and tastefull({ bound in oxtra
cloth, gilt, bevelle boards, ete.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 KING STREET EasT, TORONTO.

C. W, 00ATES, Montral, 8, ¥, BUE3TIS, Hallfaz,
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