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improve Thy Time.
BY GRACE ELIZABETI! COHB,

Lirx is passing, swiftly passing,
Fritter not the time aways

Loee not thou in idle dreaming
All the bright and golden day.

Fill the hours with sumething nobler,
Doeper far than idle play.

Let a purpose, strong aud noble

Light thy path with rays divine,
Opportunities are waiting,

Take, improve them, they are thine;
Tt them each beur fruit eternal 3

Do ye dave e'en oue resigu ?

Let an influence, pure and holy,
‘Through thy life be shed abroad,

Thus the sinful, far from heaven,
May be pointed to thy God ;

Let them by thy holy living
Be rebuked, convinced, and awed.

Walk not thou among transgressors,
Foliow in the good paths old ;
Shun the base, all things unholy,
Leave the dross, keep but thegold ;
Willye lct thy soul eternal
For this world's gilt toys besold ?

Time with thee v ill soon be ended,
Swiftdy pass the years away,

All too soon the days are speeding,
Then improve them while ye nay,

Eatnestly, for night is coming 3
Up, be doing, while 'tis day !

Then when comnes to theu death's suninons,
Thou shalt go with sheaves of gold

Up to heaven's peaisy portals ;
Wide:for thee will they unfold,

Thou shalt have abundant entrance,
Aud shalt know the ** half ne'er told.”

LESSON NOTES.
SECOND QUARTER.
STUDIKS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

B.C. 1590) LESSON V. (May )
Exod. 1. 6-14. Memory verses, 1214,
Gounex Texe.

He increassd his people greatly: and
made them stronger than their encmies.
Paa, 105, 24.

OuTLINE,
1. A Growing people. 2. A Cruel King,
Tinr,<-1580-1571. A period longer or
shorter down to Moses® hirth.
Pracks.—The land of Goshen.
Raumses.

Rerewy. —1n Egypt, Ranmeses 1l or
Anosis J.

CoxyeetiNG LiNks,—There is a long jump
in the history,  Jacobund his ¢’ ildren have
long been dead. Joseph has been at rest
for a half-century. The descendants of the
putriarchs have renined in the land of
Goshen, und their occupstion as shiepherds
subjects them to the tusult of the lordly
Eygyptians. Yet they are becoming a mighty
people.  Now comes our lesson,

EXPLANATIONS. — 4 new king—Probably a
king who camne in by conquest.—Kner not
Juaeph—0f course not; Joseph was dead.
But it weany, did not know of the wondeifut
service-Joseph had performed. Unto Aix
people—These people were pecu]urli'. his,
for he represented the old Egyptian kings,
after the aliens were expelled. More and
mightier:=That is, in that particular district.
Get them upi out of the lana— They had re-
ceived only perinission to sojourn in Goshen.
Now the royal policy of keeping them is
annou
men of -satik, who superintended the-publie
works. t

Qursrioxs yor Hoxe Stoupy.

1. A Growirg People.

How many direct descendants or relatives
of Jacobx cama with him into Fgypt?

How many years passed from the presenta.
ﬁon%f { ore Pharsoh to n.f birth of

)

Moges

-

Pithon.

nowd, 7'ask-masters—Chiefs of tribute, .

How many years from the descent into
Egypt till the exodus?

Wus it possible for the population to in.
crease to & nillion or two millions in this
titne ?

What was the purpose of this prosperity
in God’s plan?

Why was the life in Egypt neccssary?

Give probable reasons wh{ they did not
go directly back to Canaan when the famine
Wia over,

Whut was the effect of trial upon these
larnelites? \What sort of life did they lesd
in the times of our lesson?

2. 4 Cruel Kiny,

Wlio was this Pharaoh?
What dynusty had preceded him?
How was hLis cruelty shown?

What settled purpose concerning the chil.
dren of larael did he announce ?

What place was this experionce of cruelty
2 have in the memory of this people? Deut.
. 6.

To understand it, read also v. 1.3,
Vhat is meant by the king not knowing
Joseph ?
What more serious defect was there in
this king's knowledge?
\Vhat allusion to this bitter bondage is
found in the opening of the Decalogue?
ou see any resemblance between
Pharaoh’s course and that pursued by Satan
toward the sinner?

Pracricar Tracutxas,

Here {s & proof that God's word fails not.
This very aﬁrictiou was long before foretold,
Gen. 15. 13, 4.

Here in u proof that the Church cannot be
destroyed by persecution, .

Here is a picture of the life of a sinner
held by his master to serve with rigoug.
‘ lll’lmmoh's wise dealing was the supremest
olly.

So always the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God

Hiss ror Houe Stuvy.

1. Reckon out the chronology of this
lesson.  There are certain dutes fixed,
which we have had, which will lead to our
conclusions,

2. Examine carefully every sentence to
be sure that yon nuderstand what each one
means.

3. Study this lesson as you study a school
lesson,  Find all its facts, and commit them
to memory in order.

4. Joseph had two sons,  Find what must
have becotne of them.  They had a princess
for u mother,  Were they and their chililren
of the royal house, or were they in Goshen?

3. Muke a comparison between the bond.
age of sin and the bonduge of Pharaoh,

Docrrisan Staakstion—Bondage in sin.
Carrcnise QuestioN,

2. What is this sinfulness commonly
called ?

Original siu: beiug that from which all
actual truusgressions proceed.

(Rotaus v, 12.})

B.C. 1571) LESSON VI
THE CHILD MOSES,

Exod. 2. 1-10.

[(May 8

Memory verses 7.10
Gororx TrxT.

The Lord is thy keeper. Psa, 121, 5.

OuTLINE.

1. The Mother. 2. The Child.
3. The Princesa.

Tine.—-1571 B.C.
Pucm—l-lggpt. Zoan. (V)

RuLEns. —The name of the reigning
Pharaoh is unknown.

Coxxzcring LiNks.—The rapid increase
of these people.has alarmed Pharaoh., The
 order for the destruction of all male children
has been given.

ExpLANATIONS.—The Aouse of Lervi—A
descendant of Jacob's third son. The first
mention of the growing tribe orclan, Could
not longer Aide Aim—Because hie was grow-
hf rapidly, and could not, in the nature of
things, be hidden. An ark of bulrmshes—
The saine Hebrew word is used for Noah's
ark. Thiswasulittle boat wovenof papyrus,
» resd three.cornered in shupe, as lurge as

your finger, and ten feet lotig, Slime and
teith pitcA—Perhaps clay, from which the
bricks were made, and bitumen, iz sister
—Miriam. She and Aaron were both older
than Moses.  7'Ae daughter of PAarnoh cane
~—Showing that the pareuts of Mones lived
near the cou. ¢ of the king, #fe became Aer
son—This refers to her formal adoption of
the boy.

QursrioNs »or Homx Srubpy,

1. The MothAer.

Who was the mother of Moses?

Can you ygive a reason why she is so par.
ticularly mentioned ?

\Vhat traits of character ave displayed by
her in our ] ssson?

1s there any reason for supposing that she
taught Moses tho past history of his people?

\What proof do the Sctiptutes atford that
she was a religious woinan?

2. The Child.

To what chance circumstance do we owe
the life of the greatest man of Old Testament
history?

To what chauce circumstance do we owe
his name?

Men call these occurrences chance. What
does the servant of God call them?

What diflerence iu education from the
ordinary training of an lsraelite did this
sluption secure? L.

\Vhat saved this child from becoming an
ordinary Egyptian priest?

Why should the circumstances of Moses'
birth be so particularly told, when the births
of Auron und Mirinm are unnoticed Y

3. The I’riu:ex'n.A

How many q&enu were employed in the
prescrvation of Moses?

What motive led the princess to save the
infant in the river?

Did she know that it was one of the pro-
scribed male children?

\What is suygested aa to the influence or
power at court of this woman, who thus
dared to go contrary to the king’s decree?

How is the working of Gud’s providence
shown in this story?

\What traits of character did the princess
show? ..

Pracricar Traciunas,

The faith of this Hebrew mother ought to
inspire us to trust God abwolutely,

God's wonderful providence in raising up
Moses ought to lead us to trust him without
& yuestion,

‘he watching sister is a pattern for us to
follow. ‘The open eye can always tind some
way in whick to be useful,

Human sympathy was a chicf factor in the
solution of this prohtem.

let us cultivaté the divine gift of sym.
pathy.

Moses was a siave at birth; a prince by
ulu‘wtiou. wnd 30 'was fit to be his people’s
sviour.

So was onur Saviour,

[ In form, a servant;
but, in spirit Innanuel.

Hixts vor Homk Stuby.

1. The great poli*ical question of that dnfr
wan how to keep luruel in Egypt.  Find all
the traces of it that you caun on both xsides,
Hebrew and Egyptian,

2. Find whatyou canin regard to the eatly
life of Moses. ~Bibie dictionary, Stanley’s
**Jewish Church,” Josephus, etc.

3. Study between the lessons; between
this and the ucxt, to be able to comprchend
what follows in Moses' life.

4. Notice the skip in timne from v. 10 to 11,
Modern history wonld have told every detail
of these yearas. Why not done here?

5. Read this lesson. Read, read, read!

{ Remember that it ie a leason to be learned,

and that you sreastudent. Aboveall pray
for light upon it,

fp'?crux.\'u. Steokstiox —The word of
aith, .
o Carectisn QuEsTION.

22. What ia the mizscry of the atate into
which man felly

All mankind, being born in sin, and
following the desites of their own hearts,
are liable to the wiiscries of this life, to
h?dily death, and to the pains of hell here-

after, .
[l;ghuianz il. 3; Galatiansiii. 10; Romans
vi. 23.)

Tue real things are inside. The
real world is the inside world. God is
not up, nor down, but in the midst.
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SILAS K, HOCKING'S WURKES

In Crowa Sve, Price 756, each, Gilt
Edge, 90c., Cloth Glit, with
OriginalIlinstrations.
REAL GRIT. (The iatest issue.)
CRICKET: A Tale of Humble Life.
HER BENNY : A Story of Street Lifs.
HIS FATHER or, A Mother’s Legacy.
ALEC GREEN : A Story of Cornish Life,
IVY : A Tale of Cottege Life.
SEA-WAIF: A Tale of the Sea.
DICK’S FAIRY : A Story of Good Naturs,
CALEB CARTHEW : A Life Story, :

\
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FOR EASTER,

CAPTAIN SAM'S

TWO EASTER SUNDAYS

By GEO. J. BOND, ;
Price, Paper Cover, 10 Cents,

““A capital, macy story of the s "V,
H. Withrew., ;

Litlo Fishers and Ther o

12mo, Cloth, Mlustrated, $1.85,

Probably to living suthor has exerted
{nfluetice ipuh the pedple at iarge at all com
parable with Pansy's. Thoussids upa
thousands of families read her books evay
week, and the effect in the direction of right
feeling, right thinking aud right living
incalculable, . P

CANADIAN

Home Reading Cir

Organized in accordance with a resolutiond
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1888, ;

For full particulars—Constitution, elc—
see February ¥ Banner.”

- e et et et et S

The following books are recommended I
the General Couference Committes fot.:
home reading during 1887 : :

Assembly Bible Outlines. J. H. Vi
D.D, 12centa

Richardeon’s Temperance Lessons. 25

British and Canadian History. Adsms|
Robertson. 35 centa.

Christian Evidences. J. H. Vincent,
12 cents.

What is Education? By Prof. Phalps. |
cents.
Aud Socrates. By Prof. Phelps. 1%

The Complete List wili be supplied |
$1.00 net, post-free.

WILLIAM ‘' BRIGGH
Publisher,
78 and 80 King 8t. East, Toronh}

€. W.COATER, 3 Bleury 2., Montresl,
S ¥. RURSTIS, Halitax;
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