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PLEASANT HOURS.

PR

The Puzzled OCensgus-taker.

BY JONN U. BAXYE.

“Got any hoys *” the marshal nald,
To the ludy from over the Rhlne;
Aund the lady shook her flaxen head,
And ctvilly answered, * Neln' (Nv)

c ot any gir'e 7 the marshul sald,
‘I'o tho ludy from over the Rhine,

And again the Indy shook her head,
And civilly answered, * Nein*®

* But gome are dead " tho marshal sald,
‘F'o the lady from over the Rhine,

And again the lady shook her head,
And clivilly answered,  Nein ™

** Husband, of course?” the marshal sald,
To the lady fromn over the Rhine;

And again she shook her flaxen head,
And civilly answered, * Neln.”

*Now what do you mean by shaking
your hend,
And alwavs answering, * Nine® ?"
* Ich koanun nicht Englisch ' civilly said
‘The ludy from over the Rhine.
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By church service.~Luke 4. 16; Malachi
3. 16, 17; Heb. 10. 25,

JESUS IN THE $YNAGOGUE.

Luke 4. 16. There was a synagogue
vwherever there were ten families of Jews
located. There were more than 400 in
Jerysatem. On the Sabbath, when ser-
vice was being conducted, a portion of
Scripture previously selected weas always
read, cither by the prasiding officer, the
ruler of the synagogue, or some person
whom bhe selected. Jesus was called to
read, and the lesson was in Isaiah, as
here stated. The application provead that
to him all the prophets gnve witness.
Please notice espectally what verse 16
seys, He went, as his custom was, to the
synagogue on the Sabbath. A custom
we should all observe,

ANCIENT PRACTICE.

Malachi 3. 16. 17. Thls lext beauti-
fully {llustrates the communion of
sajpts, JSce the character of the saints.
They fear the Lord, not slavich but filial
fcar, a f{ear of offending, and prompting
them to love God. They spake often
one {v another, as Methodists do in
class-mectings. Too niany people, In-
stead of speaking onc to another, often
speak about each other, which is always
injurious rather than beneficial. The
lord noticed and kept a record. This
fc a figurative expression, which signifies
that God remecrnbers all that transpires
among his children,

DIVINFE ESTIMATION.

Verse 17. They shall be mine. How
cncouraging are these words! The
world may despise, dut God owns anid
csteeras and promises concerning thom,
that he will spare them. ** Godilness is
profitable unto all things” He will
keep them from evil. But then, do not
forget our duty—to serve him as a duti-
tul son scrves his father.

IDIFORTANT CAUTION,

10 26 Not forsaking or forget-
cle People often  forsake the

Heb
ting,

house of God, nnd atlow little things to |

keop them awuy; things which would
not hinder them from business or meet-
tug friends aro often enough to keep them
trom the house of God.

KXHURT ONK ANOTHSENK.

‘Thig 8 every Christian’s duty, no mat-
ter whother ho is a uvastor or only &
private member. Our extiortations should
increase and continue through all the
changling scenes of life. As the end of
our pligrimuge dawns upon us, we uro
still to be concerned for our fellows.
'he service of the sanctuary always
tends to personul benetit Waiting up-
on Uod increascs strength and brings
glory to God,

PAUL THOMPBON—A TRUE S8TORY.

One afternoon, & fow weeks since,
while passing through one of the prin-
cipul business streets of a large city, we
came upon a crowd of schoolboys stand-
ing in frunt of a saloon. The boys had
come out of the schoolhouse only a few
minutes before, and had their books and
slates, ote., in their hands, ‘They were
a4 company of bright, intelligent, happy-
icoking lads, but they all scemed deeply
iuterested fn something that was golng
on inside of that saloon. As they
opened their ranks to mako way for us
to pass, we stopped and asked what it
was that bhad attracted such a jarge
crowd of boys.

* Paul Thompson's been in a fight in
the saloon there, and a policeman has
just gone to arrvst him,” sald ope of
the boys.

Whtle he was speaking a large, blue-
coaled, brass-buttoned officer came out,
leading a man, or rather jerking him,
by the cozt-coller. The man in custody
was young, with slight form and Jelicate
features, and as we looked into his face
v.e saw traces of intelligence and culti-
vation.

* He is drunk,” said another boy, “and
when he's drunk he's always ugly and
wants to fight. This i{sn't the first time
he has beea taken, elther.”

The crowd of boys followed the police-
msn and his prisoner, and we soon lost
sight of him. As we passed on we
noticed the public school building was
only a short distance from that saloon;
many of the scholars had to pass by it
every day. The same proprietor had
been in possesston of the building for
ten years past. Only six years before,
Paul Thompson bad graduated from the
high school. He was a scholar of high
standing, too. But he had beea {n the
habit of passing this dangerous cc-ner
for years before he graduated. He had
been attracted to it ia his beyhood, as
the boys just spoken of had been, by
somo similar occurrence. He began by
looking in to see what was going on be-
hind the green screen docrs. Then he
stepped inside to hear what the men
were talking about. The saloon-keeper
noticed him, for he had a manly bear-
ing, and belonged to a family in high
standing.

He encouraged the boy’s coming in
with pleasant, flattering words, and one
day se gave him a glass of beer to
drink. Paul thought it was manly to
take the offered glass, but he could only
drink a part of it; he did oot like the
taste; it was bitter; but the saloon man
patted him on the shoulder, and told
him to drink as much as he could, and
it would make a man of him. Paul
knew it was wrong, and when he went
home he telt ashamed to stay in the
presence of his good, sweet mother. He
could not look her in tte face; every
smile she gave him and every kind word
made him feel more ani more guiity.
He resolved never to past by that saloon
again, but to go home another way, al-
though it was much furtber. But some-
how he did not go the other way but a
few times. There seemed to be a fas-
cination about that saloon, and he would
linger around it. That was the begin-
nlng. Now we see Paul Thompson a
constant frequenter of this same saloon.
He had been golng down, down, from
bad to worse, for s!x years or more—
the years, too, of his life which were
the most important to him—the time
when he ought to bave been acquiring a
true, honourable, manly character. His
mother used to love to hear his step on
the walk, and bhis cheerfu), boyish
whistle when he came bounding home
from school, so happy and light-hearted.
But now that dear mother listens and
listens night after night for his step with
an anxlous heart. She has pleaded with
prayers aad tears for his reform; but the
* hadbit degun in cobwebs has ended in
iron chains.” He is a slave to liquor
We trust his good mother's prayers will
be beard, and that, through the mercy

and strength of the Lord Jesus Christ,
he may break those {ron chains. DBut
we see where he {8 to-day.  Now, boys,
this case of Paul Thompson is a great
warning to all of you. Don't stop at
anloons, even to look in. Cross over to
the other slde, and sbun those terrible
places where so many have lost thelr
manhood and thelr souls. Remember
that every poor, miserable drunkard he-
3an his downward career when he took
his first glass.—Youth’s Temperance
Buanner.

SAVED A FARM.

You canrnct siford to smoke, you can-
not afford to chew. You elther take
very good tobacco, or you take very
cheap totacco. If it 18 cheap 1 will tell
you why it s cheap. it is made of
burdock and lampblack and sawdust #ad
cc ¢'s foot and plantain leaves and full-
cr's earth and salt and alum and lime
and a littlte tobacco, and you cannot
aord to put such a mess as that in your
mouth. But If you use exp«asive to-
bacco, do you not think {t would be bet-
ter for you to take the amount of money
which you are now expending for this
herd, and which you will expend during
the course of your life, 1if you keep the
habit up, and with it buy a splendid
farm, and make the afternoon and the
evening of your life comfortable ?

There are young men whose lifo {s go-
ing out inch by inch from clgarettes.
Now, do you not think §t would be well
to listen to the testimony of a merchant
of New York, who said this: * In early
life 1 smoked six cigars a day at six and
a half cents each. They averaged that,
I thought (o myself one day, I'il just
put ars'de al}! I would consume in cigars
and all I would consume if I kept on in
the habit, and I'll see what it will come
to by compound {interest.” And he
gives this tremendous statistic: ‘ Last
July completed thirty-nine years since,
by the grace of God, I was emancipated
from the fiithy habit, and the saving
amounted to the enormous sum of
$29,102.03 by compound interest. We
Hived in the city, but the children, who
had learned something of the enjoyment
Jf country life from thelr anuual vicits
to their grandparents, longed for a home
among the green flelds. I found a very
pleasant place in the country for sale.
The clgar money came into requisition,
and I found {t amounted to & sufficient
sum to purchase the place, and it is
mine.” Now, boys, you take your
cholce. Smoking without a home, or a
home without smoking. This is com-
mon sense as well as religion.

REV. JOEN WESLEY.

GIVES HIS CANDID OPINION OF THE TRAFFIC
IN DISTILLED SPIRITS.

* Neither may we gain by hurting our
neighbour in his body. Therefore we
may not sell anything which tends to
impair health. Such is eminently all
that liquid fire commonly called
drams, or spirituous liquors. Tt
fs true theso may have a place
in medicine; they may be of usc
in some bodily disorders, althcugh there
would rarely be occasion for them were
it not for the unskilfulness of the prac-
titloner.  Therefore, such as prepare
and sell them only for this end may
keep their conscience clear. But who
are they ? Who prepare them onlyv for
this end ¢ Do you know ten such dis-
tillers in England ? Then excuse these.
But all who sell them in the common
way, to sny that will buy, are poisoners-
general. They murder his Majesty’s
subjects by wholesale, mpeither does
their eye pity or spare. They drive
them to hell like sheep. And what is
sheir gain 2 Is it not the blood of these
men? Who then would envy their
large estates and sumptuous paiaces ?
A curse of («od 13 in the midst of them;
the curse of God cleaves to the stones,
the timber, the furniture of them ! The
curse of God {s in their gardens, their
walks, their groves, a fire that buras in
the nethermost hell! Blood, blood is
there; the foundation, the floor, the
walls, the roof, are stained with blood ¥*

DOGS IN HARBRNERSS

Dog-carts, not the elegant carriages
known in England and the United States
by this techrical term, but two-wheeled
vehicles to which dogs are harnessed,
are one of the features of Brussels, and
are to be seea in other cities and towns
in Belgium, Germany 2and Holland.
Those who have visited Beigium's capital
will remember how often they saw in
the streets and market-places of that
busy city, carts with milk or prodace
dravn by the combdbined force of women
end dogs. The dog is assuredly no
mean companfoa. He tugs with might

and main at his simpie harness, no.
only willlng but anxlous to do his full
ghare, He rarely needs the whip to call
forth his best efforts, A word or a
gesture Is sufllicieat to induce him to
exert to the utmost his muscular power.

So extensively are dogs cmployed in
this way, thut our State Department has
been at the palns to gather much infor-
matlon about thefr use as draft anlmals
in Holland, Belgium and Germeany.
England has a law forbidding it, on the
ground of the abuses it is belleved to
involve Parls, without any such pro-
hibition, though a city where the econo-
mies of lfe are studled so successfully,
makes but Ittle use of dogs in tho
capacity of draft animals.

Nowhere in the world, except possibly
among the Esquimos, are 30 many dog?
put into tho transportation business as
in Belglum. In Brussels and suburbs
more than 10,000 of them are thus em-
ployed. They have driven out tho donkey
altogether.  They are hitched to carts
in singlo, double, triple and even quaa-
ruple teams, the carts welghing frem 560
te 160 pounds. They are used for all
kinds of light work, by bakers, burchers,
washerwnmen, marketmen and others.
In most cities persons ere not allowed to
ride behind them; but the Belgian
peasant, after he has sold his produce
and reaches the city 1'mits on his re-
turn, allows his dog-team to draw him
home. They do not seem to mind f{t
at all that they have a load t.th ways,
but trot along at a good speed toward
home.

The cart-dog Is of no particular breed.
He must be of good size and weight,
ot course, to he able to do his work
satisfactor:ly; but nobody cares abouc

his pedigree. He s easily tralned,
generally in  company with an older
dog. He is first accustomed to haruess

and then allowed to practice at pulling.
The harness consists of a breast strap,
girtd and traces, with saddles and tug,
if the dog is hitched ahead of tha cart.
The food, in addition to the scraps that
come from the family table, iIs a kind
of bread in which some coarse meat is
included, milk and vegetables. ‘The

enst of ‘their keep 18, of coursz, very
small Indeed.

Dogs quickly fall into the ways of
business. They soon learn where to
stop, and how long, and in the absence
of their master or mistress defend the
contents of the cart with the utmost
vigilance and fidelity. They -often have
long hours and hard work, and some
of them are drawn out of shape by hard
pulling; but they seem to like the life,
and it left at home chained up utter
most emphatic protests. When the time
comes to get ready they caper about and
show all the signs of joy which the most
lejsurely and aristocratic members of
the canine race evince when the master
offers to take them for & run or a hunt.

1t 13 said that a team of dogs will take
a light cart from Ghent to Brussels, or
back again, a distance of thirty-four
miles, in three hours, while horses re-
quire four hours. Thelr endurance is
great. They will draw a load from
5 am. to 8 p.m., with brief intervals for
rest without extraordinary fatigue. From
1560 to 200 pounds is about the lozd one
dog can comfortably draw.

Ths value of a dratt-dog ranges from
$19 ta $20 or more, according to size
anl age and other qualities. The
Fleming seems to think that if he has a
dog Le hag a “ pull,” and In consequence
there are fev lazy dogs in Belgium.

STRONG DRINXK AND QUICK
DEATH.

Canada is credited with having the
lightest drink-rate and also the lightest
death-rate of all Christiaa countries.
For the ten years ended 1890 her death-
rate was only 14.01 per 1,000, and her
drink-rate was the equivalent in cbsolute
alcohol of 1.149 gallons of preof spirits
per head per annum. For England, for
these same ten years, the drink-rate was
equal to 3.890 gallons of proof spirits
per head, and the death-rate to 20.0%
per annum of 1,000 of the population.
for France both the drink-rate and the
death-rate during the period {n quest{on
were considerably higher. The death-
rate was 21.99. Quebec, the province o!
Canada in which the temperance move-
ment has made the le2st progress, has
by much the higher rate of mortallty.
For the ten years in question it averaged
18.91 per 1,000 per annum. Its drink-
rate yearly was the equivalent in ab-
solute alcohol of 1.436 gallons of proo!
spirits.—Current History.

It §8 remarkable that all the diseases
arising from drinking alcohollc llquers
ara liable to become hereditary to the
third generation, increasing, if the cause
be continued, tili the !amily becomes
exunct.—Darwm. :




