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PLEASAN

T HOURS.

What Can You G:vo to Jesus

*Fwgattle ayes La look to tin I,

Two little oatn Lo hear hus Waord,

wo hittie lcet to waik in lits ways,

wo Litle han.ds t» work all wy days,
Oue litile tongue 1o speak the truth,
Ooe littlo heart Jdevoted to tuee all my

youth,

Take them, [ard Jesus, lot them be
Ever devoted unto thea®
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MIKR
BY fl. W. FRENCH.

Awar inold Ireland, whero gront cliffs
rive lugh and wtraight out of tho sea, hived
my good friend Mike.

Many a time I met Miko while wander-
ing about on those clifly, or rowing, when
tho water was calin enough, dawn under
tho grim snd awiul ledges. Ho always had
a bright suule and a wave of his hand,
whether he wax hootug tn his poor tired-out
potato ficld or gatheriny dillisk, a kind of
ses-weod, which formed a good part of the
food upon wlhisch ho and his bed-ridden old
mother kept lLife in their bodws. Yot in
all tho time that I knew hun, and knew
that he was my frieud, } nover knew more
of huw: than that in this poor way he pad
tho rent of their nusornble ouo-rovin hut
and carod for tha! pour old mother.

Wo never ozchianged a word, for Mike
was deal snd dumb, but you muuld have
knuwg, to kok at lum, without hearing a
wonl about ths mothor, that Mike wus a
true lad and an opon-hoarted (riend to
overy one.

A tune 2o when the potato crop failed
and the g died.  Miho sald the ctiuckens,
which wore all that was left, to pay the
rent, and they lised on dill.sk alone. |
did not know anything about it at the
time. I only knew that there wag alyays
the same swiling grecting from my wute
friond. ’

The next year tho (gilure of thy CTOR W33
even worse than balore, znd Mike had
nothing loft to sell, aud could nat livg on
loss 1hian the sea-woed winch ha guthered
hitself, and wator fram the spring.

The poor old wother graw wesker and
weakor, kud whon the tinie canie when tha
ront was due and there was notling to §
it with, the wowan bad handly lifo ppou‘g
lait to realiza it all.

Tle agent wmado Miko undergtand thas b
must cither Kuy of bo evicted, but Alikq
only opened hu qmpty hauds and shook hig
hoad ; then he aat down by iy wmesher's
cot and gently amovthed lier gray lair, and
rofused to try to underatand anything morg
frtzlt‘!:‘ tho agenti N '“

ie owner of the property 3!l along th
clifs wanied. 5‘3‘50‘3 ;;yf‘hth: hut,ggs ‘1;:
Y ma anges there and er
g)g a suriiner-dougs-for ‘hinnllqop .
tpot S~ he waa all tha more ploased m
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an nnpullnn'l!y to ovicy the tonant who
coull not iy ront.

Ho came hiunseli with tho agent and the
oflicers, the day of the oviction, and brought
han hitie gl

Most of tho noighbours woro as badly off
as Mine, and the poor old mether was
earniod upon a table for moroe than a nule
to the nearost hut that could posnibly give
her alieiter

Mike enrried one end of tho tablo. He
wou I hooe o bat all of he coully and
ey ool the predt tears rolied down Jus
Lrown chievhs nld the way,  Then ho cane
back ntel went out ta the very brink of the
clitl belund the hut and sat duwn thers all
alone,

He conld not hiave heard if any one had
conie to hua with words of saympathy.  lHe
coult not hear the waves besting on the
sand bhelow, counng nesrer and nearer te
the chtl. e could not hosr ahinll shneks
which rose from a hitlo sheltered cove just
down below lnm, which was always the
Iast punnt to L covered by the incoming
trde bat 1 bas Sunday clothes he sat wih
his heald Letween bus hucos, hus red, et
eves loohing sadly envugh out orer the
OLuh,

Sudden'y a boat came around the point,
struzelie 10 the waves, and Mike saw the
laniind stanbing 1w the prow, wmaking
frautic gestures.

lustantly lus ores ran down the chiff, for
hie kuew that just below liun was the cove
where one who dol wot kuow of t unght
bo caught by the tule, an Lthat to bo caught
there with such o 8ea comung 1 would be
certam death,

To b lurror then Mike saw the land.
lord's Little daughter with the waves already
reaching her.  In an austant s eyes
mewmuwied the distance to the buat. It
could nut possibly teach the cove n tune,
even af it wan ablo to reach there at all wath.
out heng dashod 1 preces agninst the 1ocka,

Alroady the baatmen were holding back.
They hd not mean to venture there. It
would Lave been [olly.

Mike started to his feet. Did he remem-
ber that it was tho lazdlord who, an hour
before, evicted bius dying wother ! That it
was the hittue daughter o hnd bronght to
watch the eviction, aud sce whero lie was
to build a beauuful house for herl 1 do
not know, but | do krow that Mike, poor,
dumb Mike, had a real, truo heart that
was ready with joy or help or sywmjathy
for those who needed it. 1 do know that
in an instant Miko was over the brink of
that sheer clifl, and that catching, chngng,
clutching on the ragged edges of the rocks,
ho went duwn, down, down, tilf at last he
could not reach another rough place, nor
did he dire wat an nstant to lovk for one,
Lut throwing lis buly us fur out frow the
ledge as possible, he let himself fall the last
tlurty feet.

Those in the boat maw it sll, and then
the waves covered luwm frow thesr sight for
a8 moment.  Then next they saw him
agavm leaping mio tho waves with the hittle
gl upon lus back. ‘They pulted toward
ham with might and main as ho swam for
the boat, and sson the landlend’s daughter
was hifted out of the water, saved !

And Mike? [ behero they tried to save
hun. Human beusge could uot well have
helped st after Jus heroie act, but he had
been mjured by lus fall. Lo died befure
they reachied the shoro. Four fellow, it
was alwost providential, alinost fortunata,
after all, for lus old moher died vuly a
foew minutes after he left hor, and | am
sure lus heart would havo bruken had he
returtied to find her gone. It was better
for ham, 1 thuuk, that ho gave lus hic in
one graml act of kindueas co those who had
wjured him,

THEIR BECRET.
BY USLEN & HAWLZY.

Marasrxr and Alice hnd a sccrot ! An
innocent seeret; they dudnt oven toll
manuun, which was sometting hitherto
unknown,

** Not tell mamma 1" Alico looked horri-
fied, but Margarot was older and ought to

now.

**Uh! you goosie, mamma won't care.
Tisn't anything weang.  Of course wo

eaq't tell Teddy, snd if we told mamma it

wouldn't bo any =ecret at 711,
** Not to be o cscret woxrld spoil ovary-

thing 1" Alico agrood to that. Next to
dear manitna, the Joarest objuct to these
little maids was brother Theodore ; Teddy
for shurt. ' Qift o! God,” his mother
waid in her eudden young widowhood, for
tho (athor died when baby was two weoks
old.

Noxt Wednosday would be Teddy's
thinl birthday. Weoks bofore, the girls
began to consult about their birthday mift,
and now they had made up their minds,
‘There was mystery in the air. One day
when Mpes. Johnaon discreetly turned her
back, Alico held Teddte, while Margaret
measured the length of hia fout, earefully
tearing oft the paper at the tp of the too.
To bo sure 1t tore somewhat zigzag, but
she said, ** Now, Alico, remember, it's the
longost corner that a right.”

When they had pernussion to go out,
they lovked so wisg that mamma siniled.

** Never mind, ™ sho thought, **I')l trust
my httle daughters.”

“I'm protty sure wo've got mone
onough,” sn:d Margaret. **1 havo a dol-
lar, and you have eighty cents. Won't he
look ‘cute? just like that little boy from
the big housv.”

The birthday came, and the precioua
present—sa par of tho daintiest, dove-
colonred shoes, tied wath white silk cord.

Mes Juhuson didn't say o word of dis-
approval, though it wasn't « rich hotme,
and thoy couldn t aflurd to throw away the
prico of a pair of shoos.

** How very protty, my dears; let's try
them on.”

Teddy was pleased, too. Witk some
tugaine, ono {at foot was forced into a
shoo ; ths vther went harder.

**}m afraid they are a little short."”
The girls looked dimnayed.

*Tho man wmust have measured by tho
short corner,” whispered Atice.

* But,” Mrs, Johuson enntinued, “they
can be exchanged for another pair.” (How
wise that wother wasl) *“Don't you
tinuk, as cold weather is coming, it might
bo better to got sotne nico boots to protact
his anklos! Maybe next summer he cxn
have suma ties.

And bofore ne girla had timo to be dis-
appointed, ah . went on, ‘*I've thought of
a beautifui pian, which will cover two
Intle boys’ feet instead of one. Thore's
Mrs. Baker round tho cormer. ler
Juhuny 18 barcefout, though slie works so
hard.  Teddy's outgrown bLoots would fit
hun, 1f Toddy basg a new pair he won't
nced his old ones, and they're really
gotting too small for him. Don't my dear
dzughters think that is a good plan1”

Of course the doar daughters did. So
the secrot turned out well, and garo thom
also a sweot leszon in thoughtfulness for
others outaide their own lirse.—Ths Morn-
ing Star.

EARTHQUAKE INCIDENTS.

A CoNSTANTINOFLE gorrespondent of the
New York Tribunc says that it will prob.
ably never be known how many persons
were killed in that city by the carthquake
of last summer. The Turlish Govern-
ment has a chronic hatred of facts, aud the
newapapers were fortadden to publish
statisties of tho earthquake. What are
behieved to bo mioderato estimates placo
the number of deaths at about one hun.
dred and 6fty, and the number of the
wounded at about six hundred.

The cortespondent cannot holp praising
the courage of the firemen atstioned on
watch at the top of § tower more than two
huudred fost lugh. They stuck to their
post, nalthough the towsr swayed like a
fiagstaff, and when the fires broke out,
after the overthros of dwellingg, thoy gave
tho siguals as usual.

Another case of a similar sort was that
of a mmaret builder, who had gone up to
the top of a mmaret to remove a conical
cap which the firat shocks had thrown
askem.  Whilo ko wss thero another shock
occurrod, and there was ancther panic in
tho strects. s assistants, who were in
ono of the gallerics of the minarot, began
to run downstairs, and tho mosque servants
below shouted to hum to come down ; but
be stayed where he was. I this is going
o fatl,” ho aaid, **5t will fall befuro% can
get sut of it ;' and he procoeded with his

work.
Hagy wondarial gecapes oocarred  T-

men wero walking togsther. A Turk met
thom, aud, aa is oot unusual when & Turk
meats furoigners, he pushed in between
them, instead of turning to one side. At
that iustant a stone foll from the buildin
abovg them and hit the Turk, who fe]
dond betwoen tho two horrified foreigners } |

But the wost marvollous cecape was) |
that of a boy threo yoars old. e waal -
running along tho atreet at the baso of the
city wall just s one of the ancient towers
was overthirown. When the duat cleared }»
away ho was discovored pinned to the
ground by great stones lying on hia skirts
on each side of him, but himself quite un-
hurt.— Youth’s Companion.
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THE ZEBU OR BRAHMIN BULL.
Tnar Zebus are a varioty of the dumesti-

cated ox. Thoy differ from our oxen in

having a large fatty hump, and are very
much smaller. Some of them staud oaly

88 lugh asa dog. Theyare found in Indis,

China, Arabis, Persia and the e2st coast of

Africa. Thetr ears are long, as shown in

our cut, but sometimes they have no horns §-

atall. Zobusare held eacred by the Hin-
dus, who considor it a sin to Lkill them.

Thoy are allowed many Privileges, but are

compolled to work. ‘I'hey are strong

cnough to travel when harnessed to a | 4

carringo, thirty miles a dsy. Tha English §-

residents in Iadia pronounce the hump
delicious eating. These anunals are not
allowed to bo taken out of the country on |-
account of their sacred character. Their §
haic i3 coarss and of a brownish colour. §,

Their lega are short, somewhat like those

of tho Jersey.
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S8EVEN YEARS WITHQUT A
BIRTHDAY.

A Scormise clergyman who dled geveral
yoars ago, used to tell us that he once lived 3
scven years without s birthdsy, says a [-Ha
Pittaburg papsr.

The statement puzzled most who heard .
it. They cculd neo that if bo had been bora g",‘
on the 20th of Fobruary ho would hava no )
birthday oxcopt in a leap year. But lesp } g,
Yoar comes once in four years, and this -

accounts for n gap of thres years only. | .gtat
Their Girst thought would therofors natur- Ar
ally bo that the old man, who, in fact, was § 3,
fond af a harinless jest, was gomehow jest- o
ing about the seven. There was, howorer, } § E
no joke or trick in bis assortion. ey

At tho prosont time there csu bs but gc"‘l

very few, if there are any, who have this
tale to tell of themsolvss, for one who can
toll it must have been born on tho 20th of
February at least ninsty-eight years ago. | Hisc
But a similar Lnoe of missing dal=s is now
soon to return: and, indeod, there are no

uwW

doubt some readers who will hsre only one “Hhet
birthday to celshrate for nearly ten years } ever
to come. 3 .
Tho solution of tho puzzle is to ba found T3yor
in the fact, which does not appear to be §.7her
widely known, that the year 1800 was not "ﬂ;
a leap yosr, and 1900 will not be. Tho 'iim
Fobruaryof 1832had twonty-ninedays ; but start.
in all the seren years intcorening botween > { Th
1896 and 1904, as well as in tho throe arour
yoars botween 1892 and 1896, that month ¥ gh.i
will hava only twenty-eight Jays. 2n t
Jats o
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DONI8 FOR DOGS. 1
Dox'r crawl into the casiest chair In the | SMon
room, or lio on the softest pilloss. a7
Don't come into the liouse with mud on ﬂ"“‘
your shoes—1 mean feet. -ié:;n
Don't grow] at poople. inl
Don™ ery aud whine when somebody is “A
fiving yeu a bath, or combing your hair. Figarts
t may not bo pleasant, but it's goud for }-times
Tou. W jul
Don't try to got the biggest picco of any- | Bgind
thing to oat, or snatch it away from others.
Afterall, don't you think thess **Don'ts | M8

would do just as wall for littde boys ox for
dogs §




