THE WESLEYAN,

mation of which they were cited. 1t must
be achnowledged, that the pleasure of read.
ing many very valuable works of this na.
tute, is greatly abated by the atudy of
sacred interpretation, \\'hi(‘{l teaches mure
correct exegesis. Tlus loss, however, 12
more than compensated, by the deep con.
viction which springe from tho exanunation

aerx, &c., differ in meaning, whea ompbycd‘then fanatice, and not less hurtful, are those
Ly & heathen, & Jew, or a Christian. who, from a similar contempt of the lan.
«d; ‘The technical and peculiar sense of law- ages and from that ignorance of them
language io too well known to need tllustration. : whieh breeds contempt, depend, in their
‘f'o theae causes, which operate upon the | interpretations, rather on things than onlabatement, cannot be applied as a rule of
wsus loguends, way be added the style of a words.  (a) In this way, interpretation|exeyeris, unless it can be assumed that the
writer. We must inquire whothor he writes becomes uncertam s and truth is made to! whole creed of that party 14 certainly cor.
ortry ot proge; and whether the writer depend merely on the judgiment of mew, asjreet. M a Romanist, a Lutheran a Calv.
f:umuel( ie forvid or cool, turgid or dey, ac- soan as we depart from the words, and en-luist, or a Unitarian avers, that the Scrip- of grenuine proof.pagsages,

curate and polished, or the reverse. deavour 1o decule upon the zenxe, by thetures are to be construed throughout, int 98, Real contradiction dors not ¢ 15t 1n

pretation, the answer must readily be given
n the affiemative,

But the nualog(y of the faith or creed of
any party of Christians, taken without

wery
writer has hiwown pacticular wsus loguendi;

amd imoat wnters, provinviahisis ; and every
one 18 mtluenced by luw own pecuhar oir-
cumstances. M hat writeps can bo more
unlike, n respeet to style, than Isaah and
Jerenual, Vaul and John'  An mterpreter
must make hiaselt thoroughly acquawted
with all these various circtistances,

V7. Grammatical and hetorical  sense.

The observance of all these wmatters be-

Jongs in a speeial manner to gravimaans,
whose busiess it is tainvestigate the sense
of words. MHence the litrral seuse ix also
called the gramnmatical § lute calis and gram-
matirns having the same meamng. It s
alto called the Austorieal sense: because,
like other matters of taet, it 18 suppurted by
historseal testanony.  (Morus, p. 66, XviL.
comp. } 3, note, supra.)

The granmateal renso 1« made out by ad
of the prnciples of grammar, hiberally and
phrlosoplueally, not techmeally  consuler-
ed. ‘Phe storical sense 15 that whieh is
built on the grarumatical one, but moditied
by historical circumstances.  Interpreters
now speak of the true senke ol a passage,

by callinge . the wrammatcochistorical

scnse; and the exegesie founded on the
nature of Janguage 18 called grammatico.
Riustorscal.  ‘T'he ohject, m umny tus com-
pound name, 18 to shew that both gramma.
tical and hustorieal consuerations are em-
ployed, m making out the sense of a word
ar pasgage,

18, The srammatical scnse the only true
one. ‘Phose who mke one sense sranma-

ticely, and another lezical, do not compre--

hend the full meamng of grammatical
sense. \We are not to look, theretore, for
a sense of words, which varies (i 1ts na.
ture, or sunply cousidered as the sense)
with every departinent of Jeartng, or with

use of means not canpected With them. aecordance with the respective symbole of L the Scrpturcs.  As the books of Seripture
Nor wall this wode of exegesic at all avalieach, whomare we toeredit 7 The creedof were waitten by men dively msprred, o
to convince gameayers: who themselvesione party, in some recpeets, contradiet« s evident there can be no réal contradic.
boast of nterpreting in ke manner by, thatof the others. Is the Scripture thento tion w them.  Gud 1 not incapable of see.
things, 1 e,y ether by their own pnnciples hiave a contradictory exegresis put upon it ! ing what 15 consistent, and what  contra.
and opimans betore tormed, or by the sen- It not, the analogy ‘of party-faith caunot be dictory 3 nor canhe forgat, wheu hie cpeake,
tnents of plalosophers.  Hence arises the our rule of mterpretation. what was said on former oceasions.  1f ap-
abuse of reason, m the interpreiationof the  Tu the context atinut the analegy of faith, parent contradictions then occur, a proper
Serptures, s beinge the grusde of mterpretation, both par-"ethad of conciliation 1< to be ponted out,
() ‘Thie meamng 18, that they decide from  ties have usuaily heen in the right in some .ot which, m another place, (Morus, Vol
that knowledge of things whuch they suppose respects, and w the wrong m others. {1 pp. 1—19.)
themselves ulrendy 10 posacss, rather than’ Comp. Campbell's Gespels, Prelin. Dissert.

from the words of the author ; they decale by v, U 13, 1L mze wnth the design of the wette v and with
w hat thoy suppose Ae onght to mean, rather! .

i 93, The sense of Seripture uol arh.trary.’ the eontr3t. For the very reason that these
than by what he suys. ; Allowiny the above principles tobe correet, ' books are inspired, every mterpretation
21 Any method of anterpretation not ;18 plun that the method of investizating tought to agree with the de<ign of the writer,
phidvlogical 1s fullactous.  Moreover, the the sense of words 1 the Scriptures 13 not or harmosuze with the context.  We adinnt
wethad of gathering the sense of words more arbitrary than the method usedin ex- 'this prineiple an the interpreration of pro.
trom thihgs is altogether deceptive and fal., plaming vther books, but equally regulated | fane writers : much more ought we to admut
lactous: rince things are rather to he known , by laws deduced framn the nature of lan.tit in respect tathe Seriptures.  Mere men,
from pointing out the sense of words m ajguage. Those, then, act very absurdly, through neghgence or want of knawledye,
proper way. It s by the wards of the Holy who subject the interpretation of the Holy ! may incert some things that disagree with
Spinit only, that we are led to understand  Scriptures  to were human_opinion ; foritheir principal desizns but not so the Holy
what we ought to Unnk respecting l/ll)l;'s.:e.\nll!lllle. tothe decrsion of a Roman pontih! Spint.  Hence, the certainty of any exewre.
Suid Melancthon very truly, ‘The Scripture; 28 1f this could determmne such a matter. vis js connected with the decum aml series
cannot be understood theolomically, wntsl w1 (Comp. 719, notes (of the discourse.  Rules of caution, how.
18 understood granmntically.  Luther alsor 24 We must not hactily conclude any'over, are important here, as, in it< proper
avers, thata certmn khowledwe of the sense srutunent of the Scriptures to by unreasona-}place, will be shewn.  (Morus, ut supra.;
of Scripture, depends solely ona knowledge Me.  The meamng, which according to
of the words. -erammatical principles <honld be as<gned

This section repeats, in another form, to any word of Serpture, is not to be re-
'tl‘nc idea of the preceds one. In both, {(1‘(‘:?:1 on necount ‘.’{.mns‘ms- 'd(;riv'c d -fqu:.\lf.mom OF MR. ROEERT B1'LL, OF NEWPORT,
Srnesti means 1o deny the possitality of thutirs or previausty canceived apinions 51750 08T L o RENTAMIN
CARV0S:0.

7. Every aterpretation shouil harmao.

Biographn.

truly iterpreting any book, by other means for in tlis wav.interpretation would become
thanthose whichate phdulogical. By thenss, uncertam.  In books merely human, if rea-
he me:msl the application of our previous son and lhelnmure of the sul\jfec,t are x(f]e-
views of thurs to the words of an author,” pugnant to the apparent sense of the words, ) . : #
n order 1o elicit lus meanng, instead of we conclude there must have been either a'{;’l‘:ﬂ‘:{et} lgl;}.(.::zd ;ﬁ:;]cizi:\ .}i;ll::;‘fm;::y]:x
‘proceeding to our mquinies, in the way of fault in the writer, or an error in the cop-‘.iSt';lmured'l;anl ox dave ‘_‘" the \::cokb: and O!.l
granmatico-histonieal exegess, Not that’ In the Scriptures, if any sentiment dves not | the seventh ‘\\.'lulé'l:e chaneed hus ovc(u A
our previous knowledge of things can never, agree with our apinians, we must remember hi "l N Red N ! pa-
aid us, for it often docs so, but that thus;the imbecility of human reason and human !$1fh i toils were not intermitted, In
M R v |thase davs, preaching-places m the 1sland,

Coneluded.
| In the vear 1795 Mr. Bull returned to the

every diverse object.  Forif tlus were the

can serve for nothing more than an assis~if=\c\lllies; we must seek for conciliation,
case, words would have as many kwdg of

tant to our plulolomical efforts, as the fol. !and not attempt a correction of the passame
senses, as olyects are muitifarious. (.\loruS,{lowing rection shows. \vuhgut good authority. It is wonderful,
p. 67, xvnr) - 22 The anavogy of fartk or doctrime nolthat in this matter more reverence shonld

In regard 1o the tenn grammatical, sce!fo guide our tcrpretation. '1'/..,,:_'.:,\herc.{bc paid to mere human praductions, than
the note above. ‘The meamng of Ernest, fore, and the analozy of farth, or doctrine, 10 the sacred books.

1 this section, 15, that the laws of Janguage ' (as it is called,) aswist an nterpreter only| Inancient authors, when any difficuity

tbelonpmg to ug, were “few and far be-
ftween,” and the labours of the Jaocal
Preachers were both hard and discouraging.
i—lonye walks, small congregations, and
often no kind host to offer them a morsel of
bread, ot a drink of water; so that they
aad not unfrequently, in the interval of the

are the same, in whatever department of 50 far, that when words are mnbiguous, occurs, we seek for correction or coneihia- | gervices, to wander fasting in tho fields,
writing ur speaking 1t 1s emploved 3 1. e.the ieither from variety or sigmfication, from’ tjun 3 as if tuey wust be rendered anamar- \oth they and their message being lightly
meang of 1t 15 to be mvesingated by the istructure, of any other cause, they Way (etm, fauitless. But occasion is often 1aken, exteemed.  In same of those places things
usus Inguends, &c. and not that logic orilead us to define the sigmtication of \h_em.h,f m}ping at the writers of the Scripturcs,';a,e wuch altered for the better: of which
plulosophy can determme what the sense ' ar to eelect some one particular weaning. { or of pervesting their meaning, or the doc-. Cowes, where Mr. Bull preach:?d his last
of words ‘must be, in such a way that the But here we must take good care, that the{trines which they teach. }-‘ennon. is not the least remarkable. It i
sense way be cailed logical, philosophical, considerations wiich we use for explaming,  xohine can be 110re appropriate to the‘uine miles from Roakley: and often after

&cl.l atwhen he says, as wn § 17, that xheizll;g‘;lsd E:il‘:e:t:f]:ﬁegm ;_ll"‘:"m""':‘o}’z‘m’c‘;;prosent tunes, tlh:m {he cnuuouhof Ernesti,jthe Preacher had walked that distance, he

¥ aye, 4 I v W B \ utle hie y agamst the reasoua. §

literal and grammatical sense are the same ;! passages, and that the worde which we are L‘?;}:):;‘L‘f lez-‘r?pu’z‘i;‘l Zc';ﬁ;‘r:?extt. e\li?t;xl\? setig:;?ri:::-‘llt‘i?n:‘g?'n‘;xl??l‘:x‘;ng:}ix?t(']d'f: :s:a(i:
; gran ¢ 3 €Sy ] bleness of s Many set; congrega arcely ing : 3
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: n . ioq), CAUSE they do not attain the real meanmg of :the second place in the Circuit, with a neat
Iuerad, that winch 18 opposed to trapical, in any cther way than by a grammatical g, (Oflior< decide, independently of the! chapel, a Preacher’s house, beautifully s
(for the tropical meaning m thousands of method, we cffect notinung more, than 10} Seriptures, what tmust be true; and then, ituated, and a respectable congregation.
casen 1s the gramumtical one,) but he means make out a weaning, which in steelf per-i 3 1over 1s found m the sacred beoks which  amonntin g 1o four or five hundred p;rsons.
by it, the same as the grammatsco-Aistorical ‘haps 18 not absurd, but which hes not inlyjwons their options, they reject as un-{  After remaining at Rookley about five
sensc above described. the wards, and therefore 1800t the meaning pooonovle. The pradent and pious inter- years, there was an opening for Mr. Bull
19. The principles of mterpretation are'©l the wnter. (Morus, p. 263, XVi—X1X-) ;- oter will suspend his judgment, in cases|to remove 1o Newport.  Judging this open-
common o sncred and profane iwrimgs.t Very much has been said both for and,of ditticulty, aud mestgate with great pa-{ing to be providential, he embraced &, and
Of course, the Scriptures are to be wvesti. againat the analogy of taith, as a rule of tience and caution betore he decdes.  Mul-taccordingly took up his subsequent res:-
ted by the same rules a other booke. interpretation. 1inay sajely add, that onititudes of passages i sacred woithave been dence in that town. At this time the con-
fose fanatics, therelore, are not to he this subject, as well as on many others, gatisfactonly elucidated by crities of this: gregation worshipped in a small chapel
regarded. wha, despising literature and the | very much has been said amiss, for want of cliaracter, Which. have been mwven up asiTown.lane: in 1506, a larger and mote
study of the languages, refor cvery thing! proper defimtions.  \What is the analogy of unreasonable by thuse of a differeut charace  commodious piace of worship was_erected
merely to the influence of the Spint.  Not _fath? It is either simply seriptural or 1or, The tine is comng (1 cannot donubt ' in Pyle-street, which was enlarged in 1534
that we doubt the mfluence of the Spirit, or j tectarian. By scriptural analogy T mean, ity when alf the dark places of the Bible Tt will now coutaw abiout one thousand
that men truly pious and desirous of know.!th:xt the abvious and incontroveruble sense will be elucidated, to the sausfaction of m- hearers, and 1s invariably well attended.
ing the truth are assisted by it in their re- of clear passages of Seripture affords a rule, telligent and humble Christianse.  But Zue Here, 1 connexion with the Newport #o.
searches, especially i those things that by which we may reason analogically con- yeqr at hand that blessed day 15, 1do not; ciety, Mr. Bull's aphere of usefulness m
pertain to faith and practice.  (Morus, p.’ccrmng the meamny of obscure passages ; pretend to know. *The Lord hasten it in the church was greatly eniarged. The
69. x1x.) or at leasts by winch we may shew what 1g time?” i Isle of Wight at this time formed a branch
1i the Scriptures be a revelation to men, obscure passages cannot mean.  E. ¢ God, 95, Interpretation should ratker i gram-of the Portsmouth Circuity and Mr. Buij,
then are they to be read and understoad by *is 2 spirit, is ommscient, suprene, the crea- marical than docirmal. I comparing rea- | in addition to other offices, was appointed
men. If the same laws of Janguage arenat tor and governor of all things, &c- a1€ sons for the exegests of particular passages,: General Steward of the societies in the
observed in this sevelation as are common truths so planly and incontrovertbly taught greater weight should be attributed tojisland. During the lapee of nearly twenty
10 men. then they have no guide to the in the Senptures, that all the passages yrgmmatical than doctrmal ones. A thing !yvars he was invariably at the Portsmouth
right understanding of the Scriptures: and . which woald scem torepresent hunasmate- may be aitogether true 1 doctrine, which Quarterly Meeting, the esteemed, laborious,
an interpreter needs wemiration as much as, riak Joeal, liznted in hisknowledge or power, vet'is not taught by some particular pas- and faithful representative of the Isle of
the onginal wrter. It follows, of conrse, &cq are 0 be interpreted agrecably to ge. DBuooks of theology exinbit many doc-: Wizht.  In the vear 1914 the Circuit was
that the Scriptures would be 10 rerclation analogy wah the former truthe.  The same trinal interpretations, “consentancous ine!divided, and the “lovely Isle " hecame a
i themselves; nor of any use, except to,thurg holds true of other doctrines taughtin; deed with Christian principles, but not; Circunt of itself; when e, Bull was nom:.
those who are inspired. ~But such a book. the same perspicuous manner.  Weexplain deduced fron the words nterpreted, doc-! wated one of the Stewards, and _continued
the Scripturee are Xor; and wothing 1s,what is doubtful or ohecure, by the applis. (rinelly 17ue, but not grammanically. 110 be appointed to the office from year to
mare evident than that “when God Lae[cation to 1t of what is plain. i‘ is adopted, It is really mnatter of regret to find, infyear, ull 1831.
spoken to men, he has spoken m the lan- by all good interpreters of profane authors. most of the old and distinguished writerson] ™ Attendingong of his Sabbath-day appoint.
anaze of men, for he has spoken by men, . It 1s a rule which co:nmon sense mecn’be&’;hegltm', such a multitude of m ad- .0t Iy v
w}

and Jor wen.™

: | ments in a cowntry part of the
¢ ) . tand is therefore well grounded. uced ag proof-texte, which, rg- ] during. the winter ({;‘ 1825, he caught a
N. lm'ﬁzz‘, cende yr%idy intespreted  If the queation:then e asked, whether!neuticaily examined, prove to be 11 na witstLeevere cold, :&.ﬂiph 18 :'iigrqu‘qebmtiln.
exly iw ¢ phiialgical way. NI SuCR M Lke] acenprural easiegy of fesh ia 3 xule,of inter. | adapied to establish the docirino, in confier [ign Was o6 aiféied, Qiat he, néser afier-
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