
TE AMARANTE. 169

fron the casernent into the vcry midst of the
fintes wbicb rose fiercely beneatb ber, and at
the same instant a large bird wbose snowy
breast gienmed brigbtly in tbe red ligbit of tbe
buraing pile, rose slowly frorn tbe tower of the
OId liall, and wbeeling tbrice above the spot
'Wbere the lady bad disappeared, soared aloft,
and vaaishcd from the view.

NOone ever knew how tbe dreadful calarnity
Oecurred. Tbey who alone could have told-

tecrazcd mother and the aged nurse, fell vie-
T'ri o tbe destroying cléments. The body of

the unfortunate Lady of Oxenbam was found
erQid the ruins, blackened and cbarred witb
ere, but stili clasping to, ber bosorn the remain s
0f ber babe. It was universally believed, bow-
tver, that in a parox ysma of insanity, the lest of
the race of Oxcnbam bad fulfilled the curse
Wbhicb bad doomed tbem -to extinction. Tbe
'e5to.tes subsequcntly lapsed To tbe crown, and
the hite bird of Oxenham. bas nover since been
een; but the legend is stili remernbered among

the inbabitants of Devonshire, and the ruins
Of Oxenbamn are stili sbunned as hauated and
ýnhOly ground.

NOTE..The prcceding tale is founded upon
et' allusion To a lcgend wbîch I found in Mrs.

1RYsTraditions of Devonshire. IIThere is
e lhtitily," says Prince, speaking of Oxenbam,
ln his Wortbies of Devon Ilof considerable
êteandiag of this name, at South Tawton, near
08,khampton, in tbis country, of wbicb this
8traLngo and wonderful tbia is recorded: that
et the deatb of any of tbem, a bird, witb a
Wýhtte brcast, is seen, for a wbile, fluttering
ebOUt their bcds, and thon to suddenly vanisb
OWay.3)

Ile letter of King Charces IL., whicb I have
3u0ted, is takoen fromn an autograpb copy, now
111I inY possession, of one addressed by bim To
Lady Shirley, on the deatb of ber busband in
the tower.

For The Amarantb.

AN ACROSTIC.

AWRy, away, over bh and dale,
Makesapecd witb the breath of theopassing gale,
&Ild risc To Brunswick a monument,

ife witb tbe beauties of a Continent-
4bOunjjag in grandeur most sublime;

elv tbo' old as the oldest chine-

bi! v all gem,-tbou Brunswick grant,
al l alTo the S'AMARAÂNTN."

1?"idgeetOW», April, 1841. WILIIELMINA.
2

INFPLVPNCE OP A CHRISTIAN MOTHER.--W bat
a publie blossing, what an instrument of exalt-
ed good, is a Christian mother! It would re-
quire a pen superior to mine to trace the merits
of auc a character. Howimany, perhaps who
now bear me, feel that they owe to it ail the
virtue and pioty that adorn them; or may re-
colleet at this moment corne saint in heaven
that brought thema into light, to labour for thpir
bappiness, temporal and otornal. No one can
be ignorant of the irresistible influence which
such a mother possesses in forming tbe bearts
of ber children at a season when nature im-
bibes instruction at cvery pore.

Confined by duty and inclination wvithin the
walls of ber own bouse, every bour in lier life
becomes an bour of instruction, every featuire
of ber conduet atransplanted virtue. Methinks
I behold ber, eacircled. by bier bcloved charge.,
like a being more than human, on wbomn every
mmnd is bent, and every oye directed; the eager
sirnplicity of infancy, inhaling from bier lips
the sacred trutbs of religion in adapted phrase
and familiar story; the whole rule of tbe mo-
ral and roligious duties sirnplified for casier in-
fusion, tbe counitenance of this fond and anx-
ious parent ail beaming with dclight and love,
and hor eye raised occacionally To beavon in
fervent supplication for a blessing on ber work.
Oh, what a glorious part does cuch a wowian
fill, and how mucb is the mortal to be pitied
who is not struck with the image of such ex-
cellence! When I lok toits con séqucnces and
remote effeets, I sec the plant sbe bias raised
and cultivatcd sprcading througb the commu-
nity with richest inease of fruit. I sec her
diffusing happiness and virtue througli a gréat
portion of the buman race. 1 can fancy gen-
erations yet uaborn, rising to prove and bail
ber wortb; and I adore that Goil wh'o ca
destine a cingle burnan being to be thie stern of
sucb extended and incalculable benefîts to the
world.-Kirwan.

WE ougbt always To deal juctly, not only
witb tbose wbo are just To us, but likewise with
those wlio endeavour To injure us, and this, too,
for fear lest by rendering thema cvii for cvii,
wc sliould faîl into the came vice; so wc ougbt
Iikewise to bave friendship, that is to Say, bu-
manity and good wiil, for ail who are of tbe
came nature witb us.

A man endowed witb grent perfections, but
witbout good breeding, is like onc wbo has bis
pockets full of gold, but always wants change
for is ordinary occasions.


