
TH1E CHILDREN'S RECORD.SETMfR

OUR QUE EN AS A LIATTLE GIRL.

OM E seveiît-y years ogo, a little
S blute-eyed girl, calleti by lier

frinicts tlîe "LittleMafiyloer-*
liccaiise alie caie %vith thle 'May
b. lossoîîis, iiîiglit have heemi scen
pla3 ilig iii tlîe gaîdlexi of Uheicod

rKeiîiîiigtoii Palace, or driviig- in
her little poliy caîriauge, or rniîiiiîg

i in thie long halls1 if tlîe dlay wvos ton
l "-et for ouitdoor ex(i-eise.

Betfore thiý fatberless little Enigiislî niaid lay a
trretit future ;for sonie day tlîe >riîîccss Alexau-
d1ria Victoria %vouild becoîîîc Queei of Emigliid.

But as yet she fiieîv îothîiîg of tliis. Amid
tlioîgli tlîe lîeiress of a tlîroîîc aîî< kiîigdoîîi, it
Wili a ilost quiet anîd simîple life thiat tlîe I ittîr
primîcess Iived at Kenisingtoni witli lier wido'vcd
niotlier, lier older lialf sister, Feodlora, aii( lier
teacluers. A lifo fuil of liard stucly as %wcll as
hiealtlifnil pleastiîre ; for, wivll sîze wis tauiglît
(' emnian and Frcîiwh, Latin aiid El iaiî, iiiiusie,
d raw ing, si ugi ng, aîîd iatiemiatis, a eliapter
of tlîe Bibile formîîed part of eaclî di.v's stucfly.

At this inîe lier mîotler's brother, Leopold,
aftteruvards kinîg of Belgiuîîî, wvos living iiiEig
lanîd. Altliongli tlîe îriiiccss w-as hîappy at Ken-
singtoni, tho liaplhitst dîLys of lier clîilhood, as
slîc lias silice said, ivere lier holiday visits to lier
utlicle.

Whlile there once, and at cliturcl oîîo suiier
Suiiiday inoriiing, jîîst as thic erio was hegin-
îîiîg, a wasp Ilew iii at tlie openi wviii(l0. and
aft-cr sailiiig rounîd, aiîxiously wvotchied by mearly
every miîe, mialle for tic little princess, buizzed
about lier, oîîd Iiiîally settîrd ou1 lier bonniet.
But slîe sat perfeotly still, wvitli lier cyes fixed on
tlie iîîiiister, ait(d so absorbed iii listening to hiim
thlab slîe neyer saw tlue 'wasp, aîid to tlîe great re-
lief of cvery one, it timially flewv awvay witliout
offering to sting bier.

It was 'veIl tlîat shie lovcd lier unile Leopold so
deai-ly, for daily records of ber progress and be-
liavior wvere ailways kept by lier gov.erilcss and
senit te lîiîî onîce a mioiiîl. So, iii a way, lus eye
wzis coustaiitly oui lier, both as a stimulus anid a
rest*iaiiit.

lier fatlier, tlîe Duike of Kenît, bîail left to lus
faunly a bigli rank aîîd iiaiy debts. Aîid partly
because lîir inotlier's iicoiie 'vas not large, but
miore to tendui lier little dIaltr te lice ntioîey
%visely, Princess Victoria wvas trained in a strict
anid regular ecoîioiny, sticl as the chldren of far

huxuibler parencIts seldoîii know ; and tatigbit,
e8pecially, tîat, she inust never spend more than
lier incone, , %yen thougbi that was but a clbilc's
pooket iney.

This 8t-ory bas been tolîl more tlîan once of the
limie wlîen she wvas blîying preseîits. After she
badl spent lier last shilling, she reiniexnbered one
cousin more, ani selected for tuai a box, l)ricec1
liaîf a crown -about sixty cents. Tfle siiopinan
%vas putting tlîis witli lier other purcliases, wlieîi
lier governess said, '' No, you sec the princess
lias not tue nîoney ; therefore, of course, slîe eau-
niot buy tue box."

1' Min we wvill lay it asicle till she cati buy it,"
was thie offer.

IlOh, if you will be so 'good as to (I0 iliat! "

Sn the box 'vas laid asi<le, aîîd tlieday lier next,
itllovance %%as given lier, tue prineess caille on
lier doîîkey, before seveiî o'clock in the îîîorning,
to pay foi and claira lier purchase.

HIoliday visits -%v(re soxiietimnes made to tlîe Isle
of WVighit. always, as uiow, a favorite resideuice,
and to otlîer seaside ri-sorts. At the Isle of Wiglit
i-,lere were often delighitfui yacht excursionis. On
one of tliese Princess Victoria bil a i , t narrowv
escape. Tlîe yacht struek a sunken -treck %vitli
sticli force as to looseîî the îîîost. The pilot
instantly sprang to vhîer-e shte %vas standing, lui-
coîîscioîîs of lier danger, lifted lier in lus arms and
rau to a place of safety. A muontenit blter tue top-
niast and sail fell ou the spot where she liad
stood.

For tlîe muontenit slie wvas quite calîn, but whcîî
stie sa"' low iîarrovly slîe bail inissed bciiig
criîslied to den:tli, she burst into tears, wblile
tbanking tlîe seaîîîan for bis presence of inmd.
Nor wvas tlîis lus only rewaTd. Hewoas soon niade
mnaster instead of pilot. Wheiî tlîe little lady
wliose hife he lmad saved liecaîne queen, slîe invited
lîiî to court, aiîd ou bis dei4tl provided for bis
wife and faillily.

Till shie %vas twelve the prineess bail been kept
in ignoranîce of tlîe destiny tlîat awaited lier.
Then it was thonghît best slie shiould kznow. li1er
governcss, Madanie Lehzeîî, w-ho informied lier,
bias dlescimed lier î-cception of tîuis astonislîing
news, and lier first reîuîark :

"'Now inany a clîild %vould hoast, but they
dou't knowv tic difflcult.y. There is rnucb splen-
dor, but tliere is iuch responsibility. The prin-
cess, hîaviiig iifted up the forgûuîiger of lier riglit
liamîc as she spokze, gave mie tlîat little band, say-
ing : ' I will bie good. I tinderstand iîow %-by
you urged nie so miuch to -ara Lat-in. 'My cou-
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