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EDITORS' SPECIAL CORNER.

THE H11I M1ORTALJTY ANJ) TEE BEMEDY,

Eisewvhere in thie number of the JOURNAL
referee je made to the high mortaiity in
the Canadian citiee, as showin by the re-
cent Report on mortuary etatistice of the
Department of Agriculture ; eighteen per
cent. higher than tlue mortality in the
large and over-crowded cities in England.
*This fact is being discussed in different
quarters, and it -wfll not add to the popu-
làrity of Canada abroad. le this high
death-rate to be permitted to go on without
special effort being made to prevent it?
What, it may be asked, should be done?
We contend that the Federal Government
shoui&l take sorne early action. A Coin-.
mittee of the H-ouse' miglit first be appoint-
ed to consider tlue question. Sureiy it je a
questioùi of sufficient importance for such
a -course. And aithougli mattere reiating
to luealth are iargely under the control of
the Local Legislatures,as the high mortality
is vtery general we do not see how it is to
be satisfactorily deait with by the Pro-
ývinces. We hope to see sorne early action
tàk-en -%vhen the Federal Parliament next
ineet by corne one or more of tlîe medical
menubers of the House.

DUTY 0F TIHE STATE IN PUBLIC HEALTH.

This le the subject of an editorial in, the
iast iseue (October 22) of the Brit.ish.Medi-
*çal Journal. -Unfortuinately it le a duty
sâdly pèglected i almost eve-ry country.
The education of the publie in matterst
.pertaining to health is the great want,

What the British Medical Journal etatesr
regarding the Sanitary requiremente i
Engiand are iargeiy applicable tQ, Canada,
" In sanitary affaire wide and eweeing-
reforme are needed before public opinion
can be efficientiy educated, and, at the
camne time an eniightened public opinion
ie necessary to carry out these much-need-
ed reforme ; a vicoun circie of neutralis-
ing neceeeitiee, which oniy outside educat-
ed interference can bring to good recuit.
And what factor, in the caiculations of
etatesmien, caân be co powerful for good as.
the influence of the great British Medical
Association? It represente public opinion,
f or each of ite constituent units le in con-
etant touch with everycilass of individuals."
IThe foliowing seemes to be thé most

needed and the most feasible reformes ve.
can ask for: 1. The creation of au educat-
ed body of epecialists . . . who eluall
devote theinselves entirely to, sanitary
work. 2. The graduai fusion of ail smalli
sanitary districts . . . 3. The appointr
ment, promotion, pay, and dismiss 'al of ail
medicai officers of heaith by the central
authority. " Thie.wouid not do in Canad.4
Il4., The compuieory education. and ex-
amination -of, eanitary inepectors. 5; The
reforni of 1 Crowner'e -Queet Law."
. ' 6. -The formation of .a Ceutral-Board
of Sanitary Governmnt and Statistice.
And fnàlly, the Inculcation of a epirit
of propaganda into the Ildoctorsâ." of- the
sanitai-v service, so that theideal of, Pro-
fessor Épata, miay be attained; He.seays.
that the ' thorougli. iuïforn 'of ,the poô-ý


