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The Vine Crop in France.

A fow weeks ago very favorable reports
were receivell from France reganding the vine
crop, and the fears which were entertained in
the early part of the season for the safety of
the vineyards were supposed to have been
without foundation, We are now told, liow-
ever, that the vineyards there are in danger
of being completely destroyed, aud that onr
supply olitained thence may be cut off at any
moment. This intelligence will no doubt
arouse the decpest anxiety in the minds of
those who believe that “wine maketh glad
the heart of man,” and that it is good to “ use
a little for the stomach’s sake.” 1t apponrs
that the vines have heen attacked by &8 most
destructive ingect, known as the phyloxera,
and supposed to have been introduced with
some stocks brought from America. This in-
sect is infinitely, nlmest invisibly small, and
perforates the roots of the vines on which it
lives, so that the whole plant gradually
withers and dies. 1ts prolitic powers are said
to Le something fearful. Ome insect from
April 1o October, we are told, is capable of
swelling by successive generations to several
millions, This scourge has been at work since
18065, and it is easy to understand how nuner-
ous these insects have become since, and how
great the damage done by them.  The Depart-
ment of Vancluse, which was the first to be-
come its prey, is now almost entirely overrun.
Of 30,000 hectares, [a lectare iz about 24
acres] which were covered witli vines nine
years ago, there now remains scarcely 3,000
upon which the plant can grow. The follow-
ing districts also suffer more or leas from its
ravages: Gand, Herault, Andechie, Boucles
du Rhone, the Arrondissenents of Toulon and
Briguoles, Daguinan, the Basses Pyrences,
Isere, Rhone, the Charente Inferrieure, and
the neighborhoodt of Cognac. It i» feared that
the rich vineyards of the Gironde and the
Charentes, hitherto untouched, will also be
overrun.  Except in Champagne, Tourraine
and Burgundy everything iz in a very unsat-
isfactory condition. The last district, how-
ever, is unfortunately reported to have been
attacked, and the Beaujolais is also said to be
in danger. Various attempts have been made
to stop the ravages of the insects, but no sat-
isfactory remedy has yet been discovercd.
The subject has hecome so important that it
now occupies the attention of the French
Government, and they have offered a prize of
about §60,000 to the discuverer of an effectual
remedy.

—The capital prize of $100,000 in the last.
drawing of the llavana lottery was drawn in
the small town of Pindar del Rio, Cuba,
Vetween two pricsts, a lady, a billiard-marker
and a negro, who had purchased the different.
pieces of the ticket. What a connmentary on
luck !

THE MARITIME TRADE REVIEW,

The Southern Timber Supply.

Quite recemtly an elaborate ealenlation of
the amount of thaber vemaining in Amerien
wax  publizhed, and attmeted  notien be-
cause, coming from an individual intercated
in the tiade and atirmed by =ome ovgans of
the lumber interest andintroduced to Congress
as & motive for legislation, it left the whole
amount of standing timber in the United
States and Canada only 248 40,000,000 feet,
of which Canada has 73,000,000,000.  Ti.e
statement left the U, States but 5,040.000,000
feet of yellow pine, of which Virginin was
credited with 150,000,000; North Caroling,
1,600,000,000; South  Carolina, 99,000,000 :
Georgia, 1,500,000,000; and Florida, 1,700,000,-
000, We find in the Georgetown (8 C.) Thmes
a very able eriticism on 80 much of thispaper
as relates 1o timber supply of the Southern
States, contributed by Davill Risley, who
claims experience and  absolute  knowledge
that enable him to contradiet the former esti-
qates.  He says that Virginia hagbeen greatly
overestimated, and 2o far from having 150,
000,000 feet. of yellow pine, conld not pro-
duce 5,000,000,  North Carolina cannot fur-
nish H,000,000 enbic feet; but South Caro-
lina possesses 2,5-43,765,000 of good merchant-
able yellow pine, squaring ten inches and
upwardg, clear of sap, and 700,000 acres
covered with oak, ash, cypress, and similar
woods,  Geargia is credited with 3,500,000,
000 feot, notwithstanding the great amounts
exported, and Florida with 300000000, to
which Alabawas il Misgissippid add 2,500,000,
000, BMr. Risley thex locates 11,595,765,0400
feet of yellow pite where it was alleged there
were but 5,040,000,000, or more than douhle
the amount.  He adds that it is contained on
about 12,000.000 neves, seattered over a large
teriitory ; and that although the supply near
waterconrzes has been thinned ont,new forests
have Dbeen wmade aceessible by milvoad, and
the price has diminished from $35 pev M dur-
ing the war and 860 and 875 for the follow-
ing year, towanls the 324to 828 it commanded
previously. Quating his remarks: “There is
enough to supply the worlds demands for
years to come,” The importance of thispubli-
cation to the lnmber trade need not Le dwelt
upon, Its accuracy is another matter. The
writer claims long sl complete acquaintance
with the whole subject, and his assertions
demand that. But the original stalement, on
which so great lamentations wen based and
from which so many plans for forest planta-
tions were proposed, proceeded from a Mon-
treal authority, who certainly has no patent

claint to be considered better posted on the
facts of Southern yellow pine than Mr. Risley,
He adds that turpentine hackers are destroy-
ing more than 10 per cent, per annum, and
large amounts aro_cut_for lumber and clear-
ings; and the Jumber is as fonerly sent to
the Middle and Enstern States for shiphuild-
ing and other purposes,
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Trade Between Japan and Europe.

The Britizh Consul of Yokohamn lias yre-
paved o report upon the trade between Jagan
and Europe in 1873, concerning which the
Pall Mall Gazette says:—

“Muny features of inferest ave presented in
this veport, which space will not allow us (o
touch npon,  From ux the Japanese take some
£19,000,000 worth of gools -cotton and wool-
len, and mixed fabrics ehiefly a0 consid-
erable amount of miscellaeous foreign ‘no-
tiong,! ng the Mmericans style various articles
not eastly clussed, from clocks and watehes to
gold Jace and champagne, or soimething by that
nne.  We, on our part, take front them some
315005218 worth of «ilk, silkworms, egws
and tea, with a considerable miscellancors
collection of Japunese praduetions, from por-
crlain and bronzes, oflen exquisitely artistic,
to lacquer arvticlex and paper fans. Nor is it
unworthy of remark that some few years ago,
when disease was so prevalent as nearly to
destroy in the west all the silkworms, Europe
was in no small degeee depeadent on the
newly onened connmerce of Japan for the sup-
Py of healthy eggs which enabled the stock
to be renewed, and saved from extinetion ong
of the largest industries.  Thus after a thou-
sand years we returned to the source whence
the itk was oviginally imporied.  In 187, it
appears, we imported from Japan 11,879 reals
(or bales) worth §7,000,656. The 1eport gives
a very eareful mud graphic account of the
minute and innmendle processez necessary
to rear the worms and weel the silk for the
marker. The egus are annually shipped for
Surope 1o the nimber of 1,280,525, valued at
$3,082,260. At first the Japanese Government
resolutely set it~ face agningt the export of
cgps, feaving possibly, not competition and
loxg of foreign trade, bat smue dearth for
themselves,  Some of the earliest diplomatice
s'rugglos had these minute commadities for
their object.  Many of these first ohtained as
contraband were fonnd to have been tampered
with, mud their vitality destroyed or other-
wige damaged; just az the Chinese, when first
the demand aroze for tea seed .o stock the
Assam hills, reconciled their patijotic instinets
with their personal interests by parboiling the
seed before they sold it The Japanese, more
progressive than the Chinese,%are accepting
machinery for reeling, althongh many contend
that the hand-reeled is the best. The price in
the market tells another tale, however.”

A London finaucinl writer sava—* Wiy,
ten years ago a thonsand pounds (in England)
retumed £330 & year, it now yields hut £40;
and the difference is rendered still more con-
spicuous by bearing in mind that in the mean-
time the increased cost of living has greatly
reduced the purchasing power of income,”



