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STAR-GLINTS.
Woo and win Lifc’s responsibilitics,
. * 8
Grasp the handle of your own being.
* ® @

_Life’s chicf destructions arc in the
city of man's soul,
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The mission of Jesus Christ is to
carry cach soul up from littlencss to
fll-orbed greatness,

¢ e @

e who stands forth clotied with

real might of goodness can neither be

Ye in life, nor forgotten in death,
P

Qur lappiness and suceess being at
that peint where we aceept in sincerity
the birth-gift and carcer God  hath
cliosen.
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The hermit and the cloistercd saint
cnd their, carcer witlhh innocence, but
Christ struegling unto blood awainst
sin, cnds Iis carcer with character.
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Life's crowninu victory is snt secn
in winning a brifliant battle, in suffer-
ing a crushine wrong, but in loving
sreat orinciples midst small duties, in
nourishing  sublime hopes amid vulgar
cares and in illustrating cternal prin-
ciples in trifles.

- -

The heart like the bodv nceds nour-
ishment, and finds it in the highest
deeds and hest qualities of those who
have vone before. The best «ift to any
neople is not vineyards nor overflow-
ing granarics. nor throneed harhours
nor rich ficlds, but a wnod man and
sreat. whose examle and influcnce re-
peat greatness i: :\ll t‘hc people.

Tvery reform was first an idea in the
mind of one man. and_when it shall
have become a thought in the mind of
every man it will revolutionize the ace.
T.et us nnt be nulseless men, content
to crecn or lic in socicty's ambulance
watgon, but Iet us covet wings to bear
us upward toward the God whose imace
it is ours to reflect in a  warld of
shadowed lives :i"ld‘tlil.'ls unrealized.

The flock passinee throush the forest
leaves some white threade behind, The
bird lines its nest with down from it
own bosom. and the pure heart goine
forward leaves behind some treasure
that nerfumes its nath.  While we
<hould live in action and scck to realize
in life all cternal orinciples that come
to our thoueht we must not forget thot
the hearts of men are wearv as well as
weak and need svimnathy and sweetness
amid life's heavy atmospheres as much
~s they need sl:cn:th:ning grace.

Back tn Christ and the Gospels i
fast becoming the watchword of the
are. Back tn Flim who is no emnty
abstraction. but bone of our bhone.
marred by nn weakness, searred hy no
sin, tossing hack Life's temntations as
some rack-ribhed shore tosses back the
<ca billows in harmless spray  strone
for the day of battle. patient for everv
trving care. gentle. sn that His white
hand felt the fall of the rose leaf, and

' the nceds of the
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yet He could inflect is giantheod to
little child,  Death
could not hold Him, for Ilc flung its
bands aside  and clove a  pathway
through the grave and made death's
night to shine like day.

SIN AND ITS ANTIDOTE.

Sin is the most conercte  personal
fact in human life, which we, by nature,
know. Tt is no abstraction, ner result-
ant of theorizing, but a fact too well

known to nten, 1t is a constant strug-
gle between man's animal nature and
the higher spiritual forces of his being.

It intereepts between the goul and ite
God, Tn its presenee the light dies off
the landseape of tife, and peace and joy
depart, s anmtidote is not in philo-
sophic thought, byt in the force that
comes from contact with a livine per-
sonality.  Sin ¢ death, Truth i< life.
Death and sin are destructive, Truth and

Jfe are constructive, and in the deepest
philosophy of which man ha« knowl-
cdie. One has said, “T am come that
they might have life and that they mieht
have it more abundantly.” To realize
this in lifc's experience is to conquer
in_and trinmph.

While man nceds an antidote to sin
he needs more, 1Te needs the uplifting
power of a new ideal.  To know a free-
dem from sin’s thraldom alone is to
live in inertia, There must neede be
the vitalizine power of a new affection,
bora of new hopes and loftv aime, Such
atractive power i found in  Joesur
Christ’ the world Life-Giver. Gnd in
Chlirist is the nledue of the soul'e vie.
tory over the hody, for men weighted
down by weieht of sin and woe the
worde, “Ye mav., yr must b+ bapa
acain,” are sweeter than aneel sonwee
falling down from the hill of Paradis-,
From such a point of vantace we hear
His call “Follow Me” and in ahe.
dience thereto the soul enlarees to
take in the new life as seen in a new
nerson and the accent hegins from nar-
rowness and littlencss to breadth and
greatness, until at last the cver truetfu!
coul beeomes filled with all th: full
ness of God.

GREATNESS OF TITOUGHT AND
GRFATNESS OF IEART

“All ye who posscss the nower of
thoueht prize it well! Rempember that
ity flight is infinite: it winds over s»

manv mountain tons and <o rune from
poctry to eloguenes: it ca flies from
star to star. it so dreams. =0 loves. so
asnires, sno hanags hoth over mvstery
aned fact that we mav well eall it tha
effort of man to exolare the home th-
infinitc palace of his TTeavenlv Father,”
“Tanov is the man that {ind»th wisdam
for the merchandise of it i« hatter thon
the merchandise of silver and the gain
thereof than fine wold”  While we
thank Godd for greatness of thouaht we
thaak TTim more for men with creat-
ness of heart. TFor men whage svm.
nathies help to remove the chill from
human life and make men to feel the
brotherhonod of man,  That divinest
sentiment of the human heart, that e
flection in the hwman  of the Tather-
hood of Gad. Where God wnuld order
a great upward movement for societv
He drops a great idea into the mind of
some Jeader. We can not forecast the
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future, for we cannot tell what great
idea God will drop inte the soul of
some man ordained to be its voice and
prophet,  Man is the child_of genius,
beeause hie i the child of God, “made
in His image,” said One, amd we lcarn
that our huinan mechanism is patterned
after the Divine, Not in physical ont-
line, but in thosc lincaments of the soul
where hope and love, and moral greate
ness are cver born,

TIIE VIRTUIL OF SELF-DENIAL.

, Scli-denial is not, cssentially a Chris.
tian grrace, but it is a strong tenet of
Christian_doctrine, and a strong cle-
ment of Christian life and experience.
While a work of Grace within is a
great essential, there is often a forgot-
'on fact that sclf-denial is nccessary,
touching things withrut, The rise of
the bodily forces wil' at once destroy
‘he harmony of our being, hence we
need 1o “siite owr body down,” and
maintain a holy jealousy for the spirit-
ual futerests of our life,” The body con-
taing no inhcrent cvil, but if our sen-
suous capacities so develop that they
demand the attention while the higher
spiritual instincts lic dormant we dee
feat the purposcs of God. While the
ascetic who deals with extreme scverity
with the bodily desires may be an cx-
tremist, we must not forget that the
esthetic and poctic and  philosophic
tendencies may lead to an  extreme
where man can sce naught but nature
and her moods, or mind and its in-
tungible forces, These may lead, say
some, to God, and to such we assent,
but to one it will be to a God of Na.
ture, hardly removed from the most
materialistic  Pantheism, while  the
other will leave our God a cold and
bloodless  abstraction, arrived at by
some  svlogistic process,  God is in
Nature, but God is not Nature, God is
revealed in Mind, but God is not Mind.
God is Life, and beyond what we know
as nature, and beyond what we ean
conceive a min, e its a Living Per-
somality, the throned Monarch of a
Universe, Art is noble, but the highest
art is that which sccke to realize in
life the ideals of God, We arc to live
.o fulfil the plan of God in our life. and
if our senstious tendencies impede our
onward progress in this rreat march of
fulfilment, we are to smite them down
with the strong hand of spiritual resolu-
tion, T

DESULTORY SERVICE.

Desultoriness is the curse of modern
chureh tife, A stable and  punctual
Christian is a rare man. Too many
church members do their duty by fits
and starts, Their enthusiasm in spas-
modic. Their devotion is intermittent,
Their church attendance is desultory.
Their service is rageed. Thev cannnt
be denended unpon.  They say thev will
da a thing, and they do not do it. They
attend public worship one Sunday. and
miss two. They arc visible at prayer
mecting one Wednesday evening, and
then remain invisible for a month. They
read the Bible onc morning, and skip
it for a week., They take a Sundav
school class, and run away from it
whenever it suits their convenience. Tt
is this desultoriness which is account-
able for many of the things which all
the fricnds of the church lament.—
Charles E. Jefferson, D.D.
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