
LES11'SON IV.-April 24 th, 1898.
A LESSON ON FORGIVFiiiSS. Matt. 18: 21-35.

Read chapter 18. Comimit vis. 21,22.
21 Then came Peter, anîd said te hlm, Lord, lhev 28 But that servant ivent out, and round one or

oft shail iny hrother sin against me, and I forgive his fellow-servants, îvYhichi owed hlma a hundred
hlm ? uîîtil seven times ? pence: and hae laid hold on hlm, and took hlm by the

j22 Jesus saith unte hlm, I say net uixto thee, Until. titroat, saylin , Pay %vhat thou owesù.

23nhereiore Is the kingdomn of heaven llkue isynHv ainc ihmad1wl a
unoacertain king, which wouid inake a rcekoiîîg thee.
wihbsservants. 80 And lic would not: but ivent and st hlm loto

24 ndwlen bie had begun to reckon, oinc was prison. tilli he should pa that îvhich was due.j

25 Bt frasuch s le hd no whrewth t pa, tntotheir lord -ail tint was donc.
bis lord commanded him te be soid, and bis ivile, 82 Tien bis lord called hlm unte hlm, and saith

and children, and all that bie hiad, and payment to te him, Thou Nvicked servant, I lorgave thea ail that

27Adthe Lord of that servant, belng rnoved the ternienters, tili lie sbould pay ail that was due.
cih ompassion, reieased hlm. and forgave hi the 35 Sa oshallaise my heavenlyFather do untoyou, if

HEL.PS TO CET THE LESSON.

Jesus had been talkinir te the discipleslabout is ten thousand talents. By this immnense suni
wbat they were te do wýien others did wvrong Jesus pictures the debt the sinner owes te God,
te thei. The Rabbis taught that they should a dcbt hie can neyer pay.
forgive three tinies and ne more. Peter knew 25. To bce Sold .- This picture is taken
that Christ's teaching -%vas different in niany frei Eastern beathen nations, and not
things, and now he ivishes te knoîv cxactly frein Jewish customs. Thie laws that
hoiv often he is te forgive, according te Chri:it's Geod gavýe Moses did net allow one te put
Iaw, se h.c asks the question wvhich leads Christ another in prison or te sel hinm inte slavery.
te speak the parable cf this lesson. 26. i wili pay thee ail.- H1e could neyer

21. Until seven timnes.-Seven wns often fui'll such a promnise," but ini bis beplessness
used to rnean a perfect nunber, and Peter was rcady.te effer anything.
thouglit that it could not be more than neveu. 27. Moved with compassion -The

22. Seventy tirnes seven.-The niar- truth taughit here is the greatness cf Ged's

ci f the revised version gives seventy Uines pity. The dcbt ivas great. The pity -%vas
ad seven. Jesus dees net inan that oea is greater, (4od is ready te fergive the greatest

te forgive either 77 tiines or 490 times and siner who truly repents. The King ceuld
thnstop. It is bis waiy of saying te Peter net sec bis servants heurt. and did net know

ahnd te us that one should always hiave the for- how liard it 'vas, or hie miglit net have for-
givîng spirit and be ready te fergive whclin given. God knews our hearts and only fer-
there is occasion for it. Then he spaaks a gives îvhen we t-urn te huim in the righz spirit,
parable shoiving how inuch God fergives us ready te forgive as ive ask te be forgiven.
cempared with the littie ive forgive one atn- 28. Fel iow serva nt.-An efficer under
other, and showing that we inust, forgive if we hlim wvis had net paid la al? bis dues.

wuld be forgiven. 28. An hundired pence.-The Savieur
23.-Would take aocount--Easterri here teaches heîv siall are the things ive have

kings used te place in as rulers over differ- te forgv jon * ntebsd va o a
cnt C)parts cf their country, on condition of te forgive us. "Pay nie tlatiliou cwest." Ha
receivlng a certain amiount cf taxes. These showed that hie bad ne true idea cf forgivenes.
inen 'would gather the taxes frein the people to 31. FeIiow servants.-"« These are the
pay the king. This king calis his rulers te praying people cf God, Nvho plead with hîm
see if eaeh ene lins paid what he should. The against oppression and pyranny.
king ln the parable represents Ged. 34. To the tormentors.-Re was te

24. One owed him.-Tliis one bad have been sold inte slavery, but now bis
cither net collected bis taxes or lie bad kept punishient la very much greater. Words can
for bis own use what lie sheuld have pald te hardly tel the horrors cf prison life aniong
his km , and it had coine to be a very large nations that arse net Christian. "fllh.e slioiid
suai. In building the tabernacle 29 talents cf pa,. " H1e could neyer pay.
gold ivas uscd, %x. 38: 24. David preparcd 35. Ifyeforgivenfot--Se long as wedo
for the temple 3,000 talents cf gold, and the not forgive, -%ve are doing that îvhich God

p rinces 5,000. 1 Chron. 129:4-7. The qucen cf butes, and lie cannot be pleased -%vith us. Thie
Sheba gave te Selemion 1'20 talents. But here forgiving spirit is neccssary te being forgiven.
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