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“ I\Mr, you shock me""
#Then don't talk ftu me on euch A

" auliject, i€ your nerves are eo delicste.
. But what dild you want to say to met*

Soling and Aieaping.
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BY THE AUTHOR OF * JEANMIE MORRISON." :

CHAPTER 13 ’

THE CONSULTATION. i

“ First the blade, thea the our, aodiafler that, the ‘
fuil cora fa tae eat”

“ Kate, I want totalk with you a little”

* Wellt about what1”

“About our future course; I am sute
you think as1do, that we Iu\ ¢ sotnething
scrivus to think about.”

“You mean, { suppose, that] father has
scen fit to drink up every thing he could
lay his hiands upon, and that mother is
sick, and there are threo children and
ourselves, to Le provided for. In short,
yon mean that we are poor e¢novgh, and
that it is quite time that we were laoking
out for some mea 15 of gotting a living.”

* Yes, sister, that is what 1 meant, but
hiow ean you apeak in sucha carcless way
of our dead fatheri*

“ Why ehould I care for Shim it e
never cared for me, or any of us; atfany
rate, T wish Lo had died long ago, rather
than to havo disgraced us) all ae e has
done. Ho might huve supported us cotn-
fortubly, and left us pleaty; but ke prefes-
red to drink brandy,  Idon't ste whyl
should care f ¢ him, I'm sure "

* Hash, Kat:! I w1l not hear you talk
¢0, you do not know what you are sayiog,
I #m sure. ; You are excitod now.”

" You are mistaken. I am not excited,

or atleast more so than I always am when
T thiak of th.se things.
s father to do sol”

It's & shame for

“ 1 wish to ask you what course wa ate
to take. Fave you thought of any thing '

“To be suro § have; let mother go to
i her relations; they ara sble to support
her, and the children too, if they are

only a mind ta”

*But you kaow they will ‘not, and
anght nat to he expected to do {t.”

“ Wel), 1 don't eare where they go, if
they are only taken care ol some way . I
don't intend to trouble myselfabout them.
1¢'s a1l T can da to take care of mysell”

“ flow do you expect 1o take eare of
yoursell, Kato1”

“ That's my atfair, don’t trouble vour-
self about it.  What scheme hiave you got
inyour head nowt 1 soo plainly that
sour mind is labouring with aame grand
idea.”

“Un the contrary, It only ie the
sitnplest and most natural thing iu the
world; but I can tearcely hope for your
asistance or approbation, after hearing the
sentitnents you hove just expressed.”

1+ Never miud, let's hearit, any way,
What is your plan; what do you wish to
dol”

¢ It js, in thort, to endeavour to keep
the family togethers takecara of mother,
and cducate the childeen.”

“ 1 don't wonder that you called it thy
simplest thing in the world,” sail Kate,
wornfully, ** nothing conld bo simpler, 1
¢ ufese. But how do you propose to do it "’

“Jhe houss and lot ;you know, are

i tnother's.”

1 don't know any euch thing; I'm
entitled to tny share of it, and so will yon
be hetore Jong."

* Iate, whatails yor 1™
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 Nothing—nothicg—only go on "

" { thought, if wo keep Margerel, we
cant porhaps tako o half & dosen boarders;
(fwe are willlng to amwiat some atout
house, and 50 a8 we have no house.reat
to pay, by carelul economy we might get
along until I finish my studies; after that
1 can teach, you kwow, and not osly help
the family somne, but Inetrust the girs
and keep Frank in Mr. Haskall's sebool *

% And what shall { be doing all this
time 1"

* Any thiak yon please, sieter. | Save
uot presunied to plan for you.”

2 Emd you area 8 mpleton i

* Not alirgether, T hopa®

¢ This fine scheme of yours isunmitigat.
ed folly, and 1 tell you now that I, for
one, will have nothlag to Jo with je.*

“Then, Kate, in that cave, I must even
work alone. 1 am detormined, if I have
hea'th and steangth, to do the utmoet {
can to provide for mother, and keep the
family together. Motber I think will not
object, and by God'a bleming 1 stall
accomplish what { undertake.”

1 And work, and worry yourselfl to
death! Who do you suppose will thauk
you wlico you get donet”

“That ie s qestion [ Jo not ask.  But
[ know 1 ehallin that way Jdo my duty,
and honor my parents.”

“ Daty | fiddlesticks' ther~'s no duty in
the matter at alll”

“ Kate, what 8lte can be dona )"

1 told you what. I<t mother and the
gitlego and livsy with Uncle Charler.

‘Then wo ¢sn hava this place sold, [ s of
! age, and you will be svon, and we can all
i tako our portions according to law. Frank
i can havo & gusrdisn to lovk sfter him
and his share of the property, until he is
! 01d enough to 1ake caro of himeell.”

#Qur mother shall never go to Unecle
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