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'THE HARBINGER,.

‘The meetings of this and the preceding even-
ings were exceedingly interesting; were charac-
torized by the true bnglish st do and vivacity,
with frequent cheers and cn!fs of “Hear"—
saean;” and continued Gl & lute hour; and yet
50 thalling was the cojoyment, that weariness
seemed to be annihilated, and we “tovk uo note
of time, but frum its luss,” which was discurered
when the services ¢lused.

After singing and_yprayer, adjourned to wmeet
at 9 o'clock.

Sarunrpay Mornixg, July 8.

Met, according to adjournment.  Opencd with
singing and prayer. Rev. Johm Roaf was ap-

wointed to preach the Annual Sermon, and Rev.

3um(-s Naull his Substitute; Rev. A. lallie and
‘Thomas Machin were appuointed to preach onthe
Subbath _at the Annual Meeting—Rev. John
Climie, Jr., their Substitute.

‘I'he following arcangement was made for the
Sabbath: Rev. J. Vincent to take the introduc-
tory serviee; Rev. Samuel Grisweld preach in
the morning ; Rev. Mr. Lillie to preside at the
Lozd’s ‘Table ; Rev. Mr, Griswold address the
communicants ; Rev. Mr. Machin address the
congregation ; and that Rev. Mr, Kribbs preach
in the cvening.

Rev. Mr. Harris and Machin were appointed
2 Committee to draw upa Report of the Meeting. ¢

TRev. Messrs. Lillic and Machin were appuinted
-Delegates to the General Association of the State
of New York.

Rev, Messrs, Lillie, Roaf and Harris, and
Messrs. Rigney, Farr, Frecland and M‘Cord,
were appuinted a Sub-Committee of the Congre-
gational Academy ; and Rev. 3Mr, Machin,
Secretary.

The Secretary was directed to correspond with
the Colonial Society, for the purpose of obtain- }
ng their sanction t add vue year to the term of
study in he Academy. g

Letters were reecived from three young men §
in the Academy, containing a statement of their §
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belief in vegard tu the ductrines of the Gospel
and Church polity : and, us their statemunts
were highly swistuctory, the young men were
fully received us students of the Academy~—they
baving pussed creditubly through their sia
months of probation.

Agreed to print 230 copies of the Minutes of
this Meeting; and that Rev. Messrs. Lillie,
Haurris and Machin be a Committee of Publicu-
tion,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the
brethven to take up & collection un the Sabbuth
preceding the Aunual Meeting, for the uijects
of the Union,

Voted, That werecommend the last day of the
year 1o be observed as a day of fasting, humili-
aton and praver, for the spread of the Gospel.

Resolved, That this Univn beg tu express
their.deep sense of the kind and Christisn spivit
manifested by the Rev. 8. Griswold—the re-
spected delegate frem the Mourve Assuuution
of Orthudox Congregational Churches of the
State of New York—in his weeting with us, the
interesting  information he les furnished us
respecting the cause of Gud in the neighbouring
States, and the valuuble assistunce he has ren-
dered us on several importaut puints of busiuess;
a2ud to tender him oot best thanks, with our
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wssurance us & deep iuterest in his usefelness, .
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and that of the brethren with whom' he i$ asso-
ciated,

Some small items closed up thie regular busi-
ness transuetions of the meeting ; whereupon the
Union adjourned, to attend the Tet Meeting held
for the Sabbath School scholars,  The sight was
truly animating : a large Subbath School, filled
with hilarity, sat down together, and regaled
themselves from the tables, which weve richly
spread with suitable provisions,  After the chil-
dren had enjoyed this little precious feast, they
were addressed by the delegate from New York,
‘The members of the Union then sut down toge-
ther, and received 4 cheeving repast.

‘There were no public services in the evening,
which was lett as o preparation for the'coming
Lord’s Day. b )

The Sabbath was indeed a day of much inter~
est. The services were performed according to
the previous arrangement.

Thus closed one of the most interesting eccle=
siasticul meetings that I have ever attended.

Before closing my remurks, Messrs. Editors, it
will doubtless be gratifying to you and your
readers, especinlly those who are Congregational,
to leurn something more of this infint Congrega-
tional Union. This was their Sixth Annual
Meceting. Their first organization commenced
in 1837, when they were indeced but a little band,
but they have been greutly blessed and increased;
nutabering about twenty ministers and the same
number of chuvrches. A small number of their
ministers have already been reared up in their
Congregationni Academy. aud aré young nien of
cheering promise.

Dut most of the ministers huve been sent out
from the old country, by the Colonial Socicty
connected with the Cougregationul Union of
England and Wales., and are still supported in
part by that institution. They ure noble men,
tried, stedfast and unshaken. They are firm
Conigregationalists, (Independents,) and while
they are very liberal in their feelings towards
vther denuminations, they cherish thé highest
setise of the correctness and importarice of their
own doetrinal fuith and church usages. They
expressed, as well they might, much surprise
that ministers, who in favored New England,
stood as firm Congregationalists, should on leav-
ing their native spot, sbandon their uwn cherish-
ed institutions, and cmbrace Presbyterianisi.
‘The only explanation that I conld give, and which
is doubtless the true one, is that in New England,
there is nothing to try Congregationd] ministers
and lead them to diseriminute in regavd fo the
distinetive churacteristies of these two denoinina-
tivnis, and the wide difference in vegard both to
the nature and infliience of their ceclesiustical
pulity :—Every minigter and every church being
cheered by surrounding ministers and churehes
of like faith with themselves. It is surely a
matter of rejoicing, that we who are standing in
the pilgrims’ tracks are beginning tv awake and
tal+ u bold and efficient stand in supporting those
dociiines and usages which were dearer to them
than property, homes, triends, reputation and
even hife. Xor one I fecl bound to express my
full, unshaken and inereasing conviction; that the
amelgamation of Congregationalista with Présby-
teriunism, has beeh 1nost disistrous to-the inter~
ests of Congregationalisii—to Cofigrégational
inidisters thd ‘charehés,



