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ORNAMENT THE SCHOOL
GROUND.

In too many places the ground around
tho mehool house is destitutoofa shrub, or
treo, or flowgr—nothing buta bare yard,
worn oven bare of grass by the many
litttlo feet. 'We never pass such a school
house without a feeling of regret, cupeci-
ally whea we remomber how beautiful it
could be mado with only a little Jubor,
which could bo performed by tho soholurs,
orby their older brothers and friends.—
Wo know of a case where the older boys
of a district clubbed together and im-
proved the grounds for those who succeed-
ed them,  With how much pleasure will
these thoughitful youth look apon the re.
sult of their labor in after years, IHe
who plants a tree, plants & monument for
himeell We commend this example to
all Young Ruralists.

Mrs. Hoyt, in the Wisconsin Journal
of Lducation, gives some valuable
thoughts and dircctions on the subject,
from which we make the following
extractz

For single trees, where there is to be
lcft sufficient space for their entire expos
sure, in-a level or moderately hilly rezion,
theie isno treo in grace and beautywhich
can surpass the drooping elm.  The onk
aud chesnut are among the largest and
noblest of our treds, and cither of thém
nay be taken for the central objéet of a
group. The weeping willowappears best
as a single tree, and in a level rpace,—
The spruce, bemlock, 2sh, and beech from

our commen forest, all maké beautiful

shade trees. Among those that can he
easily procared, in some portions of'the
country, are the horsechesnut, locust, and'
hickory, thée magnalia and the eottonwood'
of the Southern States, and the buckeye,
sycamore, and biack walnut of the West.
The soft:muple is cspecially valuable as
an ornamental tree, on account of its red:
blossors of early spring, its dense, green
folisge of summer, and its beautiful dress
of deep crimson after-the first frost of
auturn.  But whatever are the trees se-
1:cted, the arrangement ofthem should be
the subject of careful study. They
should bs planted- singly, or in groups.—
Single trecs should be such as havea
graceful and beautiful outline, and con-
vey to-the miind the fecling of complete.
n:ss.  Groups should always becompused
ol one principal tree, Jarger and taller
thairthe rest, with others gtouped around
it a8 subordinates.  Shrubs that are used:
for hedges should be planted in gracefully
curved lines, S0 u3 to sercen such fences
and ‘buildings as, exposed, would detract
from the gencral beauty of the scene.

S4hool grounds arranged in this man-
ner would become great powers ¢f refine-
ment " and jnfluence for good. When
treed are once pian’tcd, the winds, the sun,
and the' ‘rain, nurivre, them, supplying.
theif every want, and copverting their
puny stalks into giant forms, nntil

‘ They stand mossy, and t:;ll,»angi«dgrk,

Pit skirine for humblb worshiper* to hold
Commiution with his Maket.” .

But trees cannot grow ju a day, neither

are they more valuable than those.shrubsi

nnd Howers whish arga¢ once, and in such
divarsity of fopn, and_tint,:yithin gur

reach. ~ Planitireds; most certainly ; and

T

refreshiment, let their roots befin to
pioree the mold above which- their branch-
cs may, year fter year, wave with a_fus
cination of grase and variety, like:which
there is nothing ¢lse in nature, Bat
while making provision for these moro
enduring nng imposing improvements
which must be the work of time, do not
forget )

* That delicale forest flower,

With scented breath, and look so like a
smile.” :

In their influenceover the feeling'si tor
refine and soften the nature, to elevate
the thought, and to imbue with that love
ofthe beautiful which must always-pre:
cede the practice of virtue, flowers have
a value peculiar to themselves. Tpglr
gay colors attract the cye, their exquisite
forms chain the obsercation, and-with the
odors exhaled from the scont:chumbers
of drooping bell, or golden chalice, there
comes a soul of picty, a senso of sweet-
ness, a something that finds its sway into
the very recesses of the youthful nature
winning it to goodness, and exalting it
1o beauty,

o Rreitidaware.” v

It fa my faith that every flower

_ Enjoys the airitbreathed.”
And:it iz trath founded no less on ob-
sereation than philosophy, that .every
child reflects, to a fearful extent, the
spint of ite surroundings. Flowers are
the most beautiful, the most suggestivo,
and the most available ornamonts with:
which wo can: adorn the school premisés,’
Let:iit be the business of parents ahd’
friends to supply the means, and ano
less faithfully performed- duty of teachers
to see that the gulture of flowers is "nof
neglected in the embellishment of school
bouse grounds,

THE BEGINNING OF NEWSPA:
PERS.

The flrst newspaper was issued mombliy,
in manuscript form), in the republic of
Venjce,-and was called the Gazetle, prote
ably from:a farthing eoln -pocyliar to Ven-
ice, and which was the oommon
price ot ‘which it was sold. Thirty volumes
of it are stil preserved in a library at
Florence. It was long supposed gmf. the
first newspaper published in England was
at the epoch of the Spanish Amada,
‘but it bas beeu djscovered that the cor-
ies of that bearing the fmprint of 1588,
in the British Muscum, were forgeries.—
There. was no doubt that tho puny an-
cestor of the myriads of broad shuets
was not published In London till 1628~
ono hundred and fity. years afler the art
of printing had Dbeen discovered, and it
was pearly ono hundved ycars moro be-
fore 2. daily paper was venfured upon.—.
Periadical papers secem flrst to have been:
:used by, the English, dwing tho times of
tite Goinmonweaitlt, and were then called
tweckly newsbooks,” 8ume of them had,
m‘osb"‘whlniéical"titlés.‘. : It was common
with the carly papers ta have & Dlank
Jp;}g'c, which was somctimes filled wvp, in

e Rpaucity of uews,» by welections .from
the Scriptures,

whorever they would: bea beauty oraf

The first nowspaper in North America
‘wag printed in Boston, 1600, Only one
‘cquy -of that paper s kiown o bé iu
oxidtence. ‘Tt was dpposited in the Stats
aper Ofice in London, and is about pho

] sivo of an ordivary sheet of letter paper,

It was stopped by tho governmont The
Boston. News Lelter was the first regulae
popors It was- jssued in 1704, and was
printed by John: Allan, in Puddlog lauo.
The contents of somo of tho curly nutis
‘bers: aro very peculiar, T had a speech
of Quecen Anné to parliament, dolivercd
ono bundred and twepty days praviously,
and this was the Jatest uews from England,
JIn ono of tho early numbers theta was
an -ahnopbcemont that, by ordor of the
Post Master General of North Aimericea,
the post belween Boston “and New York
sets ‘out omcc a jorlnight. Negro nien,
women and chlldren were advertised 49,
bo sold; and o cill was mado upon 4
voman -who had stolgn o picco of flue
Jace worth  fourteen shillings a 7ard, aad
<u[;on another who had oconveyed n picco

of fine calica under Ler riding-hood, to

return the: samo or Lo exposed in  the.
HewEoApers,

CHARACTER IS POWER.

It 15 often said-that knovdedge is poly-
er, and thig-is true. Skill or faculty of
any-kind eafries with it superiority. So,
to o certain exteny, wealth is-povier, and’
rauk s power, and intellect is'power, ad
genius hag a-transcendent gift of nmstery
over-men, But higher, purer, and bf-
ter than all; more constant in ity infla-
enco, more lasting in its syay, is the
power of chardeter~—that: powor wilichi
emanates from a pure and lofty mind:—-
Take.any community, who id: the man of
most influence.? To whom ‘do all look -
up with.reverence? Notthe © smartest™
man, nor the-clgverest politician, nor the
most brilliang talker, buthe who, in a dony
course of years, $ried by the extremes.off
.prospexity and adversity, has appr(‘?" )
himegelf to the judgment of -his ueighbors
and of all who have scen his life, as
worthy to he called:wise and good,

HAPPINESS,

Tillotson truly says that man counts
-happiness in a thousand shapes, ‘and.the
fagter lie follows it, the swifter it flics
from him. Alwost everythbing promises
happiness, to us at a distance—such 2
step of honor, -such a pitch of ‘estate,
such 2 fortune, or match for a child—but
when wo.come nearer- tor it, either we fall
short of it or 1t falls shart of our expecta.
tion; and it is hard.to say which of these
is the greatest disappointnient. Our
hopes arc usudlly larger than the enjoy-
ment can satisfy ; and an évil long feared;
beside that it may . never come, is many
times ntore paindul and: trontilesome than
the ovil itself when it comes.

-

Isrorrance o¥ Ebucamion—All
-who have meditated: on the art of govern.
ing maykind, have been: convineced:that

‘the fate of .empiret-depends on the educa-
tien of youth.
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