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AN OLD.TIME QAVIFURNIA TROT,
—
1oy TRAMP AND MYBTERY AT SACRAMENTO 1N 1859
—ASTORY TIAT SPORTSMEN WI'" APPRECIATE
—TIlg MYSTERIOUS CLAIMANT TO THE
THRONE Op ENOLAND, AND HOW IIE
MATCRED TODBY TI[IMP, ETC.

——

Editor Sportsman : Some ninotoen yoars ago
there lived in Sacramonto, Cal., a strange being,
whose look was as forbidding as his wanners
voro aristocratio, 'That Lie was a gentleman by
birth, and & man of rare cultivation, was eovi.
dent trom a glanco at lim. Nearly six foot ia
height, bis swall hauds and feot told that he
¥as & man on whose youth fortune had smiled

You geldom caught the glance of his eye, for
it was alost constantly averted. as if he shun.
ned the recoguition of his fellow oreatures
There were quaer stories told about bim and
bis golitary cottage, embowered with roses on
Poverty Hill. There was tho quaint old Scotch
servant who drove him down town avery wmorn-
ing ip 8 buggy drawn by a rat-tailed bay geld.
fag, and came baok for him at four in tho afrer.
noop o a & dingy ¢ld oZfice on Front street.
The rat-tailed bay went at a snail's paee in that
baciness part of the town, but it war said that as
soun 68 they left the city behind them he struck
s terrible gait, and trottod like a ghost.

‘fhe house on Poverty Hill was surroundod by
1 high board fence garnished with spikes, and
the gates lookeqd like those of a prison. How.
¢ver, the garden was a gem of horticultural art,
vith dark clusters of foreigu grapes hangieg on
{bs arbors, while the peach trees fairly groaned
gader their pink and white burdens.

At nine in the mornming the gates would open
atid the brown buggy would emerge, with the
rat-tsiled borse in the shalts, drivea by the old
8eotoh gillie, while the owner sat with his head
jn the air and recognized nobody as be rode
through the streets, every movement being char-
siterized by the most freezing hauteur. If a
merchant entered his den on Front street, it was
1o b sttracted by hie fine face and repelled by
bis jey dignity. "He nover came down town ou
1+ Yuoday, and he once gave a newsboy fire dol-
lars for bringing him two New York Heralds on
that day, whicy had just come per steamer from
Papama. Al qbout him was grand, gloomy,
sngd forbidding: He always attended on a race
day, but nevar exchanged-a word with a jockey,
betting man, gzoom, or judge. As sson asthe
result of the race was manifuet, thé old gillhe
would rein up the rat tailed horse and off they
would g0, Tha boys picknamel him the * Fly-
log Datchman,’ but the coguomen was a gross
migpomer. He wasa native of Scotland, bis
name Archibald MoLeod, and he was & bruther
of William McLood, s New York 'morchant of
fitty years since, William McLeod was a great
lover.of iue horseflesh, and his brother Axchi-
bald bad the same * horsey ' tendency, but while
{ig New Yorker had a great liking for entertain-
ing his frienid8 in the most princely style, the
CAlifornixp: was a perfoot misanthrope in every
senso of the word ; in short, this mysterious
Parsonage, although sound as a nut on every
proposition save one, was & monomaniac on this
wlitary subject : he imagined himself heir-at-
I\w to the throne of the Stnarts, and, farther.
more, was taken with.the belief thot tho omis-
sazies of England's Quoon wero on the. watch to
Msassinate Dim,

This,accounted for the absenco of & sign on
hisoffice door ; it also accuanted for haviog his
Istters a3dressed 1o tho old 3cotch gillis, Donaid
Gracio by name, who kopt a  box in_ tho post.
office. Dark stories were told of bim. Some
tid taat he was tho man that murdered Corlios
in Jack Colton's gambling-house in 1843, for
shich Colton was tricd and acquitted ; others
thet ho was an old Britisb naval capsain, who
baq killed a brothor.officer.in a dael, and was
3 lorcea thereby to leavo Euglani and Her Majes-
 1y's service ; while yet others claimod bLim as
onp of the exucd members of the Hoase of Or-
B leans, for b conversed fluently in Fromch.
Donald bought everything for the house, how-
tver,and paid all the bills, su_that his master
©uld completily hold off all inguisitive people,
and make them keep their distaucs,

A matoh trotting raco, for $500 a side, was to
tome off betweon the stallion Mystory, owned
by a Bucramento batoher, and the horsse Dave
Hill, owned by ‘s farmer living near Etm Grove.
At that timse the narrator of these intiaents,
¥hom we will call C——, was a clerk on & Red
Bloff steambont, and while be was a¢ & public
tesort one evening the conversation turned on

> ento trotters in goeneral, br. more par-

tisglarly on the merits of the two zorses named
sbove. Tk cbnsequence of the ¢ chaff' was
8 tho matok botween the iwo for $1,000, to trot to
wagons, 0 — backing Dave Hill, whom he was

" tlag 1o drivé, and the lato Sam Hyatt doing the
targe for the stallion. Immediately after mak-
2 ing thematch the betting was 2 to 1 on Mystery,
84 the stallion was a great favorite in Sacramen-

{0, while Dave was hardly known except by the
name of Tom Morry's Boll Pap, for he had the

gliest hoad that over was glued on a herse.
Rat (b mecimt la Lomma in mind that a horse

’
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bis horse, evon if he bad the money to mako the
mateh, which ho had not. The recluse from
Poverty Hili theroupon fillod out and hauded a
check for 1,000, and told O—— that his nag
was {from Orange County, New York, was sired
by Abdallah, aud was a good wagon horse, al.
th -ugh he had vever ‘rotted for money. That
night at the Orleans Hotel the match was made,
to go thonext day to wagoas, and tho bet'ing
was 8100 to 830 on  Mystory bLefore the party
oroko up for tho night. * Toby Tramp'® was
tho nnme of tho rat-tailed troster, and ecarly the
next morniug C. was at the track moving the
horse tv a wugon, and the voteran from Orange
Cuunty movod so well down te backstretch that
his now ariver was delighted, aud at tho same
time astomishod at his speed, aud when the
horse was taken tu hie stables he lut 8 few of lus

bait by a distauce of about 20 gyards, and the
,8tring which conneoted tho triggor with the bait
was concealod throughout noe:ly ite wholo dis.
tauce ia the snow. Tho gun-trap thus sot was
succossful in killing une fux, but not :n killing a
secend ; for tho foxos aftorward adoptod cither
of two dov.ces wheroby to secure the bait with

out jnjuring themselves. Ono of these devices
was to bite through the string, at its cxposod part
uear thotriggor, and tho other device was to
bt row up to the bait through the snow at right
angles to the lino of firo, so that, although in
this way thoy dischuarged the puu, they esoaped
without injury—the bait being pulled below the
he >f fire bofore tho striug was drawn suffi.
. cieutly tight to disohargo tho guv, Now bLoth
of these devices exhibited a wouderful degree of
y what J think must fairly be calied powor of rea-

most tred friends 1oto the sccrot, which was ,sunng. I have carefuily iutervgatud Dr. Rae v
that if Mystery boat hum he would have trot be- | all the cirouwmstances of the caso, and ho tslls
low *40to do it. A word to the.wise13 sufliciont, y 306 that in that part of tho world traps are
aud the way C.'s friends touk the odds that day , Bover sot with strings, 80 that thera can have
was amusing to witness, Thoy * coppered ' | buen no speocial associstion in the foxes® miand
overy Mystery man at once, and swuck to hin as | betwoen strings and teaps. Moreover, after the
loug as o Lad a dollar to -bet; dotormined to ;death of fox numbor oue, the track on the snow
either got squaro on the losses of tho day before i showed that fox numbor twu, notwithstanding

A GENTLEMAN WHO IS PUT To
GETHER LIKE A PUZZLF

(Irom the Chucago Journal.

¢ I say, where did you shaot thon ?*
Vere I stood om?

* Yes, whoro ?’

' Tshioud dum out mid dor wouds. Vould sou
dm}'\ U ghood birds i my front barlor ! )

Tl.is rathor etaggored Biliy, aud thoy ail com-, A uovol cxlubitivn in anatomy was gisen
mtfhﬂm} tvblquah at him, for he was nuw the to the studonts of Rush ,Medfcnl Coliege.
c(:)? il.tisovonicomllxc(;lrl;gﬁ:?lr! but yelling at the top At 4 oclu;:illcl llho lnll;ga nm;:ilthcalro lecture:

“Why, of es - ] room wus {illed with fledged and untledged
tho wo)o)ds‘,) b‘:ﬂ“{;‘:v- dll ;‘;}:}l’:’:ﬁ‘?o"‘“l:l‘;:’; f!w“’ I doctors, nnd 1 the nreua stood Charles War

“ Vot 2 : ;ron, a man of about tinrty {onra of age,

* I eay, hcw did you shoot thew ‘of nthletio apposrance, and apparce''v

« How 1 slood et ! jointed tho samo as ordinary mortals. 't

“Pos,buw ? Ind you shoot them ou the Li6 soon showed thnt he difared from wi t

¥ P

w,n“:',- ,men in hll:“ ma}w |upl., fi‘r thoro was lardly o

* Vot ¥ jowut in s whole budy that Le cuuld .3
. Dud yuu shivot them vn tho siug © huwung :thruw out of place, or at loast give that as,
m'hlw ear. . ypearanco. o wout through with lus distor

I ::.ozt!ll o?l::n“(-]i?r vymizl :re Fluronso went ' 1088 wauch t;: ul‘lo nxlnlwemml a8 w‘;-ll B8t

' Wihg. urene jamnzcuent of alt. ¢ comtuenced by s

;—ﬂ;r‘ziﬁlt;s?u‘;;n%o?ilnmgz ®ith lus orws to detznbe ng g cucnl{l.tory muvcxlx’lcm to the scapuse.

- R moving citker one or both at & time, ana

Ihe sprteaman gravely looked at Billy for 8, \ijioct any apparent motion of tho shout

Yot ? l
]
!

moment, and then roplicd .

or walk home. Afternoon came clear aud pless.
ant, and w.th it a larger crowd than had wit.
nessed the race of the previvus day, and as Tom
Hyatt diove the stailion Mystery up tho stretch
a ham of admiration ran through the assem.
blage, while jeers and loud laugoter resvanded
us U, made tus appearance betind Tuby Tramp,
Uue sang vat, ' U, whata bull . C.'s guag to
start o dairy.’ * fake him out and feed bhim to
the dogs,’ said another, and 8o the fun flow
around C.'s vars as he gave him & slow jog of
four miles. It was half past two when the judge
called the hiorses up and gavo the drivers their
instrustions for the firet heat, Mystery having
the pole. At the first attempt they came to the
stand with the rat-tailed steed rearly & lorgth
behind, but trotting squarely, 8o lis driver nod-
ded for the word, and wne jadges sent them off.
Around the turn Mystery still led, but guing
down «ho suaight Toby Tramp settled oo lus
stide and rapidiy cluscd the dagligut oatd wmid.
way between the quarter and balf-mile poles he
went by the stalliun as 1f he hiad beer staudiug
atill, Mystery guing iut, the airio a vaio attompt
to live tho pace, and at the half mile C. an
Tobhy had opened a biggap, Lut alowiag up on
the far line allowed the stallion to get up within
a Jength, and inthese positions the heat was
finished, Toby winving easily in & jog tn
2:43, amid desfening shouts.
befora tha race had been $100 o §8v on Alystery
now underwent a mighty change, and 1t was any
odds on the rat.tailed bay, the Mystery men
making frantio effuits to hedge, but 14 was no
use, as they cuuidn L gul vat at any price.

The socond heat was but a repetition of the
first, the bay taking the lead and winning in an
oxoraise gait for bum, while Mystery was on bis
tip-toes all through, and despitethe great efforts
ot his drivor was beaten easily in 2:403. After
tho stakes werse paid over to C. he bhastened to
Ins backer, tho Heir of the Stuarts, but nota
cent of the winnings would McLeod toach, and
108isted on C. accompauyiug m to lus house to
dive, aud un srriviug at Poverty Hill the host
and the successful pilot of' the ratiailed bay
Liorse sat down to a repast which was princely
ju its profusion, and flanked with tho best
liquors to be had anywhere. Over tho mantel.
pieco was & rack containing fire.arms, which
being noticed a.d commonted upon by the
guect, the rocluse grow excitod and exclaimed,
* Yes, sir, my life is in danger. Thesecret emis-
garios of that Hanover Minx (meaning Queen
Victoria) would cut my throat if they had a
chance. They aro here, there,. and everyrwhere.
1 am the nearast blood relative of Mary, Queen
of Scots, and when the pruper time comes thero
are loyal Scotchmon onough to ses me restored
1o my lost. heritege. At all events, 1 can afford
to be patient and bids my timo.'

C. startcd aghast at these words, and after.
wards said Jiat he folt just & little nervous as
the * Flying Dutchman * pushed back his cbair

from tho tabls, and pulled down a mahogany

box from the mantel. This he unlooked, and
drew forth a long psir of duelling pistols. He
then oalled Donald, and told him to_ bing in
the target, whataver that meant. This was soon
seen when the old servaut reappeared, lugging a
huge iron elab, painted with a romarkable fino

likeness of Prince Albert, the bull's eye being in |

the middlo of the broast. This- was placed at
the opposite ead of ¢ho next room, the foldivg
doors being opon. Every shot fired by ‘his
strange man raug the bell with deadly acouracy,
till his precision fairly grow mbnotonous.

+ Now, thon,' said McLeod, *if you don't
tnink I'll get two or three of them while they
are killiog me you are badly mistaken, for I
practica an hour overy day.’ o

Subsequently O—— becamo very intimate
with the recluse, and when he fell sick some
timo later O—— was tho only strangor admitted
to his bedroom, which was a  perfect arsenal—
swords and pistols, shotguns and rifles, together
with * 49 popper-boxes and Sharpe’s tiflos, all
buddled . togetber. Alter his rocovery he
sent C —__n box of the rare _claret from hir

The betting which l

; the temptation offered by the bait, had oxpendod
) 8 great denl of soientific observation on the gan
| before be audertosk to sever the cord, Lastly,
+ wath regard to burrowing at night augles to the
, Je ot fire, Dt. hao aud a fnesd iu whom be Las
, svutidence obsorved tho fact a sufliciont vumber
, of umes Lv satefy themselves that the directivn
of the barruwing was really to Le attributed to
thought and Lot to chance.

HOW THREE GIRLS CAPTURED A
DEER.

There was a danoce near Portor's Lake, in
Pike County, on Friday evoning last, that
was attonded by nambers of the besi youths
ang maidens of the neighborhood. They
b<gan danocing early in the «vening, and con.
tinned it natil morning. The region is
sparasely inLiabited, and the means of cum-
! manication fow, therofore thuss wlo attend
8uch gatherings frequently go on foot for
| miles to be present at themn. Three maidens

—Miss Cox, Miss Brink, and Miwse Jennie
{ Lane—1livo on the north-west bank of Por-
i ter's Lake, and to get to the dsaoce rowed
over in a small boat. After the breaking up
on Haturday morning, they arked to return
bome ic the same manuer, Miss Cox, the
, eldest of the threo, taking t!.- oars  When
; Bear the middle of the lak., ‘L:y dircovered
, 8u object 16oving in the wal ¢ before them,
. whioh at first they euppused was a dog, bat
+ Which opoun Deanug they asccitained tu be a
s big buck. It ciccled ronnd avd round in the
water, 8 sure ia.lication that 1« was wounded.
Altor a consultation, the byat was pulled to
witbin a few feet of the buck, and the oars
were unshipped, Miss Briok taking one and
Miss Cox the other. They drifted closer, and
when within striking distance, at a given
signal, both girls brought their weapouns
' down upon the deer’s head. He sank be.
neath the water for an instant, but when he
came to the surface bis eyes shone and bis
Lair was turned straight toward his bhead.
Tue girls buth strack a second time, brioging
the oars down upon bhLis neck. He sank
again, but coming up sprang from the water,
aud placed Ing front feet against the side of
the boat. ‘Che girls had to uss all ther
strength to keep it from capsizing. Thoy
managed, however, to stike the animal an-
other bluw on the neck, which proved a fatal
,one. ‘Tying their handkerchiefs together,
i the gurls secured their prize to the boat and

towed it ashore. It weighed 244 pounds.
Taere was & fresh wound in the right side,
and one hind log was broken. It had donbt-
less been driven to the water by hounds.—
Mauch Chunk (Penn.) Coal Gazette.

SHOOTING ON THE WING.

I Poor Sothern, the actor, 15 ina bad way in
England ; softoning of tho braio, or somcthing
of tbat sort, they say. It is [eared ho will never
play again—nor fish, nor huot, as houred to do
Bothern devoted a part of each summer’s vaca-
tion to fishing and huntiog in Canada. F. G.
de Fontaioo, in his inimitable oiography of tho
aotor, rolates a little ancident which occnrred at
Quebec, whon Florence, Geo, Holland and Soth-
ern were rambling through the town waiting for
the steamer. Thoy had started down the prin.
cipal street.

Suddenly Florencs commenced to yell - ¢ Hiy,
hi, thore | You—man with the birds! Hi, bi,
come horel,

Sothorn and Holland turned to sco what the
blnater was all abont, and obaerved Florenco
gesticnlatigg to a man on the sther sido of tho

A dirma - mbacesos

*Vell, I amu’'d barticalar, somo I shoods on
der ving, semo 1 thoods on der head, oud sume
I shouds on dor tail. 1d's alt der samo sv tutg

thougl ko was suying suternaily, * Vot iden ,
shivud Lirds on der siug ! Vot soul mau ¥

Lilly buoght tho Lirds and left iustautly, ob
serviug that Lie folt sure cunnivg #s a Ligh art
dil nut flourish in Curada.

A POILOSOPHICAL POKER PLAYER.

A gentloman who keeps a graud saloon in this
city, the othor night loft a friend in charge of
his bar, the day’s receipts being in the drawer,
In the morning on opening the saloon ho wont

to s surpnise, 1mstead of finding the usaal fifty
or 81Xty dollars, he saw nothiog but five oards,
viz ; three kings and two aces, commuuly kovwa
among tue 1nitiated as o * lung fall vu aces.’ He
songht his fnend and asked an esplapativn,
whon be was infurmed that & geuwal game of
puker aad been started afior he had gone home,

courso of the game ho had held those five cards,
and thinking they were tho best out, he had bot
off the day's receipts, but unfortunately ran
against four tens. The proprietor is & philoso.
phor, haviag probably * besu there * himsell and
said bie didn't blame his friend, for i1t was a
+good hand. Now, buw much better this
method of arrangiog matters 18 than that em-
ployed by men 1n San Francisco. Suppuse that
Ver Mchr when he 8o * fricodly-uke * played bis
empluyet's money agaiust Briggs' faru gama,
shonld have each day made eutries in the oash
book of this nature : * Por playing thoaceto win
four times, $500 ; for copperiug the seven, $320,
for calling the last turn king four, when it came
four lung, $150. Of course, Measrs. Parrot &
Co. wouid have apprectatod the hamor of their
employe and said, * Well done thou guud and
tarthful servant. Try again, better luck next
time."—Mountercy Democrat.

DOGS AS FOOD.

1t bas beon predicted by somo philosoj hic
dietists that dogs will yoi bocume favorite fool
in civilization. Thoy contend that the dog is
not only very palatable, but that he i3 nourizh
10g and wholesome, and that, when young and
tender, he cunnoct be distinguished from the best
mutton. Ho ought to be cheap, too, no slight
tecommeondation, for he is a very abounnd.ng
animal, especially in cur large cities. A Paris
letter-writer speaking of this subject, says . Ho
is Jestroyed hore in the pound overy year by
thousands, whon he migbt bo put on the mar
ket and bring s {air price. Nobody, of cnurae.
would think of killing and sookiog a valaablo or
favorite beast ; bat hundreds of dogs, justly
soming under the hoad of wortbloas curs, would
cease tobe worthless if they woro surved for the
tablo. A youngdog would bo as appetizing,
though be were of vulgar stook, or oven a mox.
grel, ag if he we.o blooded and of pampered
origin. Thus, tho question, What shall we do
m:L all the doge * would roedily answered, and
most satislsctorily. Thoy are eaten, it is eaid,
in parig of Northern Enrope and of Asis, as woll
as by tho Chinese and our own savages, They
aro classic, also, having been highly rolished by
the Ancient Romans and QGrecks., Many old
writers—Galon and Hippocrates, the famous
physicians, smong them -speak highly of dog
weat, and rogard 1t asvery hesltnfur. Io an-
other century wo way consider it & cholco doli-
cacy. Food s largely governed by prejadice.
One nation cass what sunothor natisn abhors,
tho city often pr.zes what the countty would
not toach. Wo have a dietotio bias aganst dugs,
unquestionably ; bat it might be overcom~. Any
of us may have eujoyed thom as dishes gus~r
sciously. Iadeod, there is a probability that wo

bavoe if wo havo @siq_qd much iz Paris

vot L got ‘em.” Aod theu e kvhed at Lilly, as

to take the coin and lock itup in tho safe, when, |

and his friead had juined in it, that in the‘

tars. He then threw o butmerus wto ties
taxilo, disjointed his elbow, wnist atd phata
'peg. Tinus was dond merely by the erutra-
'tiou of the musgeles of the aym, and not by *°
,pulling of one mewmber Ly andtlhor W °
yout tonohiug any part of Lie budy witl o«
yLands, the joiuts would wove wub of pusi.. ..
yHe forced the fowur frum the thigh b .
This ho could do wlile standing on vne ..
both feot or while reclining, The dislocatii.n
oaused an appareut shortening of tho linb
Another stniking fert was the turoiug of uis
fest 8o that Lie could touch the bottowns «f
them wihile lus legs wera porfectly straight
Perliaps the most romarkable of ail hs
powers was the wonderful expanstbhility -
h.s chest. Medical works, upon tho strong’
.of examinations of thousanls of men in t.
army and oavy, generally give five inchios o
,the mazimom of expangion. The oxbil.t
,00uld expand his fruin nige to twelve iucl..
,Tuvse who did not take wuch iutervss ...
juther  purfurmancus were wouderstruch w.
this, Thus feat was perlurmed by tho ic
murkabte degroe of the compressibility of 1.
{ohest and his power to torce his heari aun
lungs into the abdominal cavily, and theu .
the power to force lus viscera 1to his chsst
Thoe abdomen was hardly less curious whe-
the visoors was forcod upward by the d:a
phragm than was tho inflatod chest, for
such time there scomed t» be av entire a!
senos of organs in that part of the body.a
to be nu distance at all frumn tho front wal':
of the abdumen tu the epiual ouluma.

This subject provod a fine study 10 tho au
atomy of the musoles, bocanse he could con
tract thewn 8o as to show tho position of cacn
one from the origiu to ngortion. He ta}
this power over tho mnscles in pairs or seps
rately, and could wako thow as distinct o
dissocted. -

Mr. Warrou concluded with an exbidni..u
of his ability to coutort his whule body, deaw
ing limself through nngs and porforunus
other thungs, wuch to the amusamet ot tue
students avd tbo professors if thay had oniv
felt at hiberty to giva way to laughter. r
VWarren has a Jaughter who takes sfter hun
solf, and can dislocato her joints with su-n
oase that the sound liko rattles.

BEAR HUMNTING,

—————

The following singulae moans of capturing
or kithng the bear s said to bo fiequent.,
practised. by Hassian persants wbo vana-n
easily prooare flcearms. As 18 well known
the boar hac a fonduess for honvy, and w
track lus way a great distance to  whera tur
wild becs bavo filled somo hollow treo. Tle ¢
tting oannot hurt him, aud thoy and L«
storos arc entirely at his meroy. Ina f.r...
known to certain bears tho hunlors oxam....
all ths hollow trovs tall they discuver a w..a
jbeo buve. A branch of the tree s thenouus..
directly abuve the whole , sf thero 18 £u su. .
branob, a stoat pog 13 driven into tho trans
To this peg & strong cord 18 tastened, aa:
frown the end of the ~ord & hLioavy stonme v
canaon ball 18 susponded, at sbout hulfa [ *
from the ground. Tho bear inh » ressar ha.
cowes upon the trorsare of honey The pe
dalous barrior ubstructs and ircuntn rles.. ..
agreat deal. Hels an irrilable brate
sach cascs one of the m st frritable as «
|88 stapid 1o the forest. Ho begins by sh v._,,
\tho woeight or stone on ons sido ; but it fr -
o8 sgainst s head, and be gives it a s
knock to free nmacl! fromthoincunvs.

T, ea'n mont g0 ha rermiven 4 .




