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CHRISTMAS.

—

(Written for (‘thurch Work.)
DEear HEaveNLy CBILD ! with them of old
We worship by thy manger bed ;
With love and wonder we behold
Our Gob in mortal likeness made.

A human infent, helpless, frail,
Our buman hearts wpon Thee yearn !
But oh, dread thought, behind this vell,
The awful fires of Godhead burn {

Yet sball not fear our souls opp-ross ;
Lift we these ransomed souls above !

The Godhead in this mortal dress,
What is He but Incarnate Love !

Thou very Gop of very Gob,
Yet man, of lowly woman born,
Didst bend beneath the cruel rod,
Didst meekly bear man's impious scorn.

To teach us by this Mystery
Of Holy Meekuess, that Thou art
The Friend of Sinners such as we,
And in all woes dost bear a part.

O, INFANT JESUS ! we may hold
Thy tender form within our breast ;
Thou wilt not spurn the dross-wixed gold,
Thou, even Thou, wilt be our Guest !

Lord ! make us meek and pure like Thee,
That we may worthier offerings bring,
That thus our cleanséd hearts may be
A cradle for our New-born King.

"PREPARATION FOR
CHRISTMAS.

TnEe Season of Advent is designed
to be a time of prepuration, and
really a large portion of it is usually
s2 employed and in making ready
for Christiaas too, as is contem-
plated by the Church in setting
apart this Season; and this mnos
alone by Church people. nor omly
by devout Christians, bLut by those
of every name and protfession, by
all classes and charactels; scarcely
any one failing to make some pre-
paration, and often such as are very
elaborate and expensive, spending
much time and, perhaps, more
mouey in their efforts to get ready
for the coming Festival,

But, alas { these preparations are
most usually of a merely sensual
character, and having in view noth-
ing beyond social enjuyment, and
the gratification of the bodily
appetites and desiresof themselves,
their tamilies and frieads. The
soul is not thought of. nor is there,
in many cases, any attemnpt to pre-
pare the heart and wmind for the
proper commemoration of a Sav-
tour’s birth. Indeed, that saviour



