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oloig May, this ivas ordered to be printed, and to, be read in every pul.
1pit of the body. Mr. Gordon heard it read i the congregaltion of Brecîîin,
:and was so imipresscd witlt the earnestniess, of its appeals, that lie resolved
ito devote himself te study iviti a view to the work of the ministry, and
with the determination that if God slîould count him fitihful, p)Itting, hlm.
into the work of the ministry, lie would devote hinscîf to the work of the
Lord in America. Prom tlîis resolution lie neyer svervud.

0f his religiou 'history up to this date ive know ncthing more than that
lie biad tlue exaniple and training of a pious household. lus mother ive
'believe died early. Bis father, front letters in. Gur possession, as welt as
frora the infbrunation we have received from. other niembers of the family
,appears te have been a pious man ami one wvbo ruled well bis owni bouse.
It is worthy of iemark, that the soit first made a profession of religion about
the saine time that lie resolved to devote himself to te work OF the min-
istry. "I1 recolleet wvell," said the hlae Mr. Gray of Brechin, in a letter to
'the late Dr. Robertson, Ilthat lie was admitted a 'Commuulicat in 1794 at
mny first sacrament.»

The work to whicl lue had noWv devoted himselt' was oite involvingr serious
-diffîcuies. H-is parents ivere not in -cire"m-Stances, to, afford him the, means
,of prosecuting bis studies ; and ive have been inf'ormed tigtt bis fatber ivas
.nt first opposed to bis change of emtployment. The best period of life for
the commencement of classical studies was past; but the perseVerance and
.diligence with whiclu fie encountered and overcame ail the obstacles in lus
path afford a most valuable exaniple to ofluers in similar circunistances.
Says Mr. Gray in the saine letter, "holi laboured sOme ime at the Ioorn be-
ifore lie thougit o? beeoming a student. The late 31r. Mlunro O? Niggc, wbJo
taught a sebool in the place at tiiat ime, instructed lîim in Latin ; and our
Present chief magi-istrate, provost Guthrie, wvho ivas a pupil of Mr. Mýunro's,
;at the saine Veriod, mentionied a circunistance strongly indicative of vigor-
--us application and persever'ance on the part o? Mr. Gordon. lie would

,wl eey day thue distance of front three to four. miles, fron Carresto to

Brechan in erder to, repeat. his.lesson,and returning, would ply the labour of'
the Ioom ivith his beok lying Liefore lim, accomplishitig, in addition t'O ail
iais travel, the works-o? the weaver and the tasks of the scholar."

.Having in this way becorne prepared for coîlege lie entered the Univer.
Sity of Glasgow, in whielî lie cempleted the usual curriculum. Notwith-.
standing the disadvantages of his early training lie passed througyh bis, col-
legiate course with credit. The late Dr. Keir, whe ivas bis fellow student
informaed us that though le did not manifest any extraordin-ary talents, or
take the highe.st honora, lie yet maintained a respectable position in'ail the
classes; and that theugli le showed a want o? tliat outward polish, whichi
is acquiredýby intercourse with cultivated minds,, yet this -,vas also removed,
se that le was in after life rnarked for refinement of mind and manners.

llaving completed his university course, he entered upon the study of
theelogy under the Rev. Ârchibald Bruce, thon Professor to the General

AseaeSynod, and during the vacations lie tauoght school nGnýgw
0f bis student lifc' either at the University 'or at the Hall wve have but

ljittke idformation. Some extracts fren- his correspondence at the tine may
however let-in a littie liglit ulpen tlie subjeet. The following, extracts of
lotters frein his father indicate .creditable features in both. Writing in
April, 180%2 ho says$~ I4 received your letter, datod the 9 th of- February
,on the li th o? the saine, and was much comforted by iL. You know Lbat

ubr llloùlt rinb sort'igil utrorb.


