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Stock Qepartment,

Stable Drainage.

Norwitustasona b that has been written on the
important subject of stable arvchitectue, there are
very few stables to be found in the country where o
really eflicient provision is made for removing and
utilizing the liguid manure that is furnished by
horses and cattle, who pass a great portion of their
time confined "in stalls.  Not only is there. in con-
sequence, agreat loss of @ most valuable fertilizer,
but the liquid excrement acenmulates and rapidly
putrefies, giving rise to varvious noxious gases, which
contaminate the air, and cannot fail to prove injuri-
ous to the animals who are compelled to breathe the
poizoned atmosphere.

In some stables we find no pretence whatever at
drainage ofany sort. lIa otbers, perhapsin the ma-
jority of such buildings, drainage is attempted. but
on various acconnts isinefiectual.  For example, the
floor is made of common pine plank, a goft material,
which the trampling and kicking of' horses zoon wears
iato hollows, in which the urine stands. a constant
source ol discomfort to the horse. and trouble to the
groom. These tloors, in most cases, slope hack to a gut-
terin the rear.  Thisarrangement compels the animal
.contined in the stall to stand alwaysup hill, and puts
A very uneasy strain on the sinews of the hind legs.
To relieve themselves of this strain, we coustantly
find horses hanging back. and getting as far from
the manger ag the halter will allow.  Then, again,
eitber fromshirinkage. or original carelessness in fit-
ting the planks, the joints in the fluor and on each side
of the gutter bebingd, are =0 open as frequently to
allow more liquid to pass through below than i car-
ried away in the desired direction.  This very large
proportion of the urine soaking through the floor,
completely saturates the ground underneath : and
thus, hesides being entirely Jost to the farm, accumu-
lates and putrefivs in a hiddeu mass of filth, enough
to gender the most malignant forms of discaze. De-
sides all this, it too often happens .hat the liquid
manure which does find its way outside the stable is,
for want of proper arrangements toreceive and store
it, allowed 10 flow over the farm yard. or is washed
away by the first heavy shower of rain that falls,
Nor, this state of thing=, =0 common ont our firm-, i3
both a serious waste of valuable material, and a great
detriment to health; and might, we think, by a little
better arrangement in the first construction of the
stable, be altogetlier, or in great measure, avoided.

In England. most of the stable floors are made
with stone, and in a former number of Tur Caxava
Faruer, we alluded to the adeantages of this plan,
and its prevalence abroad. No doubt, in Canada,
the greater abundance of wooud. and the necessity
from limited capital of cmploying the cheapest ma-
terial, will, for some time at least, render the use of
wood floors very general, if not universal. Butwood
will not always and everswhere be the cheapest
material to uge even in Canada ; and there is no ques-
tion that we put up most of our structures in too tem-
porary & fashion. We¢ do not even build for one
generation, still less for posterity. Setting aside,
then, the use of =tone for flooring as not feasible, we
would suggest the employment of hard wood, especi-
ally oak, in place of pine, as being less liable to be
wora into hollows, Aggin, in many of the hest con-
structed stables abroad, the flours, wstead of slop-
ing back, are made to slope from the side towards
the centre, where there is either a hole and grating
connecting with a drain below, or a narrow gutter
inclining back towards a drain in the 1ear.  Could
not we, in Canada, take a hint from this arrange-
ment, and <o relieve our stable animals from the un-
easy uphill posture to which they bave bitherto been
condemned? At all events, whichever direction of
slope we adopt, there is no reason why the joiats
ghould not be tight,¢o asto prevent the escape of

',liquidinto the ground below. They might be tongued | but are diffused over the civilized world, and come
__ |and grooved, and still further rendered water-tight
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by caulking, and the employment of some cement that
would resist the action of the wrine.
Iaving thus provided for the effectual removal of

|

,in predicting, that when our Canadian farmers gen-
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crally keep stock ot approved kinds, and in fair pro-

the liquid manure from the stables, the next point I8 ; portion to the extent of their land—the animals of

how to retain itin o convenient place for use on the

farm. There is no question that, where the number of
animals kept will warrant tho expense, the construc-
tion of a proper tank i3 the best means of storing
the most valuable fertilizer that the faim produces.
But where the farmer has not the means to construct
such a fank, or does not thiok his stock sufficicntly
numerous to justify the expenso of the tank, pump,
and liquid manure cart, still, by a slight modification
of the ordinary plans, much may be done to prevent
the escape and waste of the liquid manure. Where
this cannot be received in an appropriate cistern, it
should he taken up by absorbents provided in suf-
ficient quantity to let none of the flnid runoff,  The
solid manure from the excrements and bedding
forms one most obvious and convenicnt medium for
the purpose ; and the mapure heap, into which the
fluid i3 conveyed, should be collected on ground
hollowed out, to prevent the too ready escape of the
liquid draining from it. Other materials, such as
saw-dust, withered leaves, tan-bark, and dry earth,
are excellent absorbents, and may be advantageously
employed to take up the liquid manure. This fluid,
as it comes from the stable,is generally mixed with
a considerable portion of solid matter; the flow is
therefore sluggish, aud consequently, stable drains
should be as straight as possible, and the fall as steep
as the ground will admit, in order to facilitate the
escape of the liguid.

There i3 another point to which attention should

! be paid.  Some farmers appear to think—indeed the

opinion is not unfrequently expressed—that the odor
from & manurc heap is particularly healthy. No
wonder. therefore. that the unsavory mounds are
generally in such close proximity fo the stubles, that
the atmosphere which the animals breathe is liber-
ally supplied with the pungent emanations from the
decomposing mass. It i3 a great mistake to suppose
that any such impurity can be other than highly in-
jurions, especially to animals in confinement. Too
much attention cannot be paid to the jwnportant mat-
ter ol the purity of the air in stables; and ample pro-
vision should always be made by a proper ventila-
..on for a constant change of air, and the removal of
all noxious vapors. In view of this consideration,
then, let the farmer not be afraid of the additional
trouble of having his manure heap some little dis-
tance from the stable door or window. The increased
labor of removing the manure will he counterbal-
anced by the improved health and comfort of the
animals. )

We would here again repeat the advice givenina
former number of this journal, to crect manure sheds,
or some cflicient protection against rain, and so pre-
vent the waste of the most valuable ingredients of the
manure heap by washing out. We refer ovr readers
to the notice which appeared in the Feb. 1st munber of
Tug Caxapa Fanuer, of Professor Voelcker’s re-
cently published virws on manure, and the best
method of applying it. e shows that in the exposed
manure heaps of the farm-yard, a large portion of
the soluble constituents of the mass, which are its
most valuable fertilizing ingredients, are dissolved
and washed out by every shower that falls, and thus
the efficacy of the manure when afterwards applied
to the land is very greatly diminished. We believe
that on this subject ‘Professor Voelcker's views are
thoroughly sound and practical,and a fresh item has
been added to the debt which the agricultural in-
terest owes to the enlightened views and wisely di-
rected labors of such philosophical thinkers and
carnestworkers. Thanks to the press, and'to agricul-
tural journals especially, the benefits of such labors
are not confined to any 0110}_2\%”‘{3 or community,

course being heedfully tended with due regard to
their health and comfort—when every atom of solid
and liquid manure, thus furnishéd, is carcfully hus-
banded, and applied to the iand without losing any
of its fertilizing qualities, we shall hear less fre-
quently than we now do of worn-out land and un-
profitable farming.

44 @ =+t
Walking and Trotting,

WE were unable, from want of space, to insert the
whole of the letter on ¢*Fast Trotters,” from our cor-
respondent Y Z,” in our last issuc. We now give
the concluding paragraphs, which contain somo ex-
cellent remarks on the importance of the walking
qualities of tho horse :—

“Sonris ’* has made a great mistake in saying fast
trotters are slow walkers, I think le means to say
they are what we call fair, square walkers, not apt
to take little, short, prancing steps. They find no
difficulty in putting one fore and one hind leg well
forward at the same time, and when they get them
there they have mmscle enough to lift their bodies
without an etfort. My own experience is, I never
saw a colt that could be made to trot fast but could
also be made to wallk fast ; exactly the same forma-
tion is required to make a fast walker and trotter.
Ihave scen trotting horses that were poor walkers,
hut it was hecause they had been trained to trot, to
the utter neglect of their walking qualities. Thereis
not the slightest doubt that the fastest natural trot-
ters are the fastest natural walkers. Were it other-
wise, I wonld not argue in favor of trotters for a
moment. 1 perfectly agree with the Ed. Caxava
Fanyer—walking is the most desirable gait a horse
can possess for agricultural purposes, in Canada, [
once had a good deal of riding on horsceback, ina
mountainous country ; the gait vidden was princi-
pally & walk, the horse I rode was about half blood.
and well formed ; he was aboul three and a hall
years old when I commenced riding him ; at four
and a half he could trota mile in less than thyee
minutes, and out-walk anytbing I ever met with that
walked fair.

It would be just as absurd o say that good trot-
ting horses aro the best for ploughing heavy clay
Iand as it would be to say the Clydesdale is the best
for the road. Tho breeder must consider for what
p- pose his horse is_wanted, and exercise his judg-
ment accordingly. Ile must also be governed toa
great cxlent by the mare he has to breed from. 1
will not venture to say what crosses are best, for it
is a question which very few agree upou.

Y. Z,

Trapping Sheep-Killing Dogs

Dogs will sometimes get together by night and siy
away in scarch of sheep, and on finding them, will
attack and kill most generally wmore or less of them,
and ipjure others. 1 would recommend those baving
sheep killed to place them in a pile together, orto
leave at least one of them where the dogs have left
it; then putfour orsixlengthisof fencearound the dead
sheep, made of sawed scantling. Commence by
laying the scantling on the ground, and asyou lay
them up, draw your scantling in, the width of them
every tiwe around, and bhuild a fence high enough
in this way that & dog cannot jump it, then lock the
corners well, and you have a pen that dogs can go
over into from the outside readily, and when once
over, they eannot get out again until they are belped
out. In this way, in a few nights, you will be quite
likely to get the very same dogs that Killed your
sheep. as they will have the curiosity or desire o go
over the ground the second time.

It will be better to keep still about having your
sheep killed, for if you make any scarch for the dogs
you need not be at all surprised if you find that
every man's dog is carefully shut up over night. It
is not at all likely that the ‘dogs will have had the
blood stains washed from them, or any particles of
wool removed from hetwixt their tecth, on their return
home in the morning, afier having been out over
night in sheep-killing.—Cor. in Counlry Genlleman,



