1870.

The Dutch Doctor’s Insect Renmedy.

titteen years ago, at a horticultural meet-

g, when the curculio question came up, 1
wserted n broken Enghsh that the curcuho
wag a tevel (aplumdivel,) and will eat fruit.
Pirst the plum, then the apricot, nectarine,
yrach, and the apple, and [ will add that
since then 1 have observed that they work
on the pear and cherry. My reconunenda-
tion as a remedy was tken, and is now, the
Genpan Bparhng or Spatz, a small bird that
bu:lds s nest on houses, bams, and in wil-
aw trees, naar the road sides. Often and
acan 1 have spohen about the importation of
these birds; but my advice was not heeded.
tf I was a female preacher, @ travelling tem-
nerance wedian or an office seeker, my good
advice would have been notieed, and we
should now have Jess to suiler from thie pest
of cureulios. The boportation of these birds
would not cost much. A goed way to intro-
duce them would be for the State Agricul.
taral Society to appropriate five huundred
Qollars, and vach county socioty tifty dullars,
to be used for the importation of these birds.
'Then we could secure hundreds of them, to
he set at liberty in each county of the state.
Simple structures which would afford shelter,
erected on poles, or nesting places could be
uxed under the caves of the barn or out-
buildings ; these places would be accopted
by the birds.

Those birds should be gwven most to the
{ierman farmers at first. as I believe the
birds would feel most at home where they
sould hear the Duteh language talked, and
sec more the way of German living. Iam
of the opinion that when American birds
¢au hear music and song they will become
better singers—— observation has taught me
this. Now these Sparlings arc house birds,
and stay only where man lives, and on that
acconnt would always be near our orchards.
They are ueed to insect food, but will eat
fruit as well.  One thing must be lept in
mad : these birds, used to animal food to
satisfy their appetites, seek for mmeects m the
winter in their lnding places, and eat the agg
1eposit found on the hinbs and on the fallen
leaves, and such as is hidden under bark, or
clued to the limby, and by this means pre-
vent the great merease which would follow
from permitting the eseets to cscape, or the
cgygs to hatch.

My luats, made many years ago, are, by
many correct thinking men, both at the cast
and west, beng adopted, and the birds are
being ntroduced nto several states, and
many are about to continue the good work.
But, my friends, do not wait or stop after
you bave read these lines, but goto work al
once, mumediataly give this article a spread
all over our happy large country, for every
paper may copy this, and thereby beceome a
public benefactor.  Talk to henevolent men,
to all your socicties, particularly to all horti-
ctultural and agricultural lecturers who speak
at fairs, Collect muney this fall and send a
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good man to (iermany to get a large number ' part of the pea, until at length it assumed a

of these good, God-blessed birds. During
the summer they hatch every few weeks,
five young at a time; and tn a short time

would become 80 creased o tu give our

children good sound fruit and a plenty of it.

My word for it, if you dv not import these ‘ B -
r, the bark‘lwﬂ-blosaoms. Our correspondent will find

birds, the curculio, the caterplia
louse and othwer inseets will 3o inerease as to
destroy, not only your fraits but your nur-
series and your trees.  Already our nusser-
ies are full of inseets, and i nog checked, in
a few years more i& will be hard to find a
soun:l dree in the great west,

All our curculio catehiers aud remedies are
of no great benetit, if my neighbours tae all
these destroyers and Iie on my back and
do nothing: as in that case I should raise the
inseets, and they might cateh until dooms-
day, amd I and others who Jdo nothing would
keep them supplied.  To muke a law to
force e to destroy my insects would be op-
pressive, and will never be done. But my
birds may be your birds, the country’s birds,
the protectors and angels over all our fruits.
Will you hear more? From your friend,

DR. H. SHRODER.

Bloomington, 11l

1% is, we think, a conceded point that aman
who originates an idea is beat qualified to
carry out and perfect it. Hence we hope
Dr. Shroder will introduce his favourite
birds, watch them carefully, and report the
first one he detects catching a plum curculio.
—Prairie Farmer.
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Entomolgical Queries and Replies.

Inseer Seecimess.—The insect enclosed
in a letter sent by a subscriber from Esque-
sing was not to be found when the letter
reached us. All such specrnens for identifica.
tion should be sent in a pasteboard box or
some such receptacle, and not loose in a
letter.

WaLkiNG-STick Incper -J. Wyllie, Ay,
Ount. The curious inscct you send us, re-
sembling a thin stick with slender legs, is a
gpecimen of the Walking-stick Insect (Dia-
pheromera femorata).  We have received
quite a number of these creatuves this year,
and have already given several notices of
them in our columnus.

PEA-WEEVIL (Bruclos pisi, Tinn) —An en
quirer in Toronto hagsent us some peas hal-
lowed out by an insect, and desives to know
« what the inscct is, and how it got there.”
The creature is the nolorious Peasweevil
{Bruchus pisi, Linn.) It got into the pea by
the simnple process of cating into it when it
was a tiny newly-hatched grub, and when
the pea was young and tender. It made 2
very winute hole in order to get in, which
very soon closed with thegrowih of the pea,
and kept the worm snugly enclosed and hid-
den from view. Mere i grew with the
growth of the plant, cating away the mealy

pupa state, and finally, when the pea was
nipe, turned into a beetle, as in the speei-
mens before us. In this state it would re-
mam all winter if left undistuabed, and nex’
spring would set about its work of propa
atiny it kind by laying eggs in the fresh

a further account of this curious insect, and

lillustrations of its different stages, in the

Canana Fapxer for April, 1870, p. 137,
SPECINENS Fonr IpENnricaTion. =D, M.,
Mimosa, Ont.- No. 1. The larva found on a
shrub in a marsh, with a large number of
parasitic coconns a‘tached toit, is a Sphynx
caterpiilar, nob the larva of an  Emperor
Moth. Beanadead, we cannotl determine its
exact species.  We have never bhefore seen
a larva with 0 coormoens a number of co-
coons atlached to it, though there are gene-
rally a surprising number for the size of
their prey. No. 2 is the chrysalis of the
American Vapourer Moth (Orgyia loucostig-
ma, Smith and Abbott) covered with two
or three hundred eggs, from which would
come out next syring, if not interfered with,
a corresponding numberof very pretty cater-
pillars. Tktey are, whean full grown, over an
inch long, of a bright yellow colour, with
thin yecllow hairs along the sides of the
body. The head is bright coral red; the
next segment has two long pencils of black
hairs projecting forwards, and the last seg-
ment but one a single similar pencil pointing
backwards; on the fourth and three follow-
ing segents there are some short brush-
like tufts of yellowish hairs; and on the

'ninth and tenth two little coral-red knobs or

warts. These caterpillars feed singly on the
leaves of the apple and many other trees,
and sometimes they are 80 numerous as to
occasion a considerable amount of damage.
The male moth has broad ashy-grey wings,
which expand about an inch and a quarter;
the front pair are marked by a whitish cres-
cent-shaped spot at the lower corner; tho fe-
male is remarkable for possessing the merest
rudiments of wings, and looking like any-
thing but a moth; she always lays her eggs
on the outside of her cocoon, as in the speci-
men you sentus.  No. 3. The beautiful me-
tallic coloured beetle that you picked off the
road 13 a specimen of the Divaricated Bu-
prestis (Dicerea divericata, Say), Its larva
is a white flattened worm, with a hroad, al-
mest square, flat head; it boves into the
woud of beech, chiurry, and other trees, ze-
sembling in its habits and appearance the
notorions apple-tree Buprestis Borer. No. 4
is an extraordinarily shaped beetlo that is
quite abundant in old fungus, at the bases
of trees and on decayed logs. 1t is called
the Horned Fungus cater (Boldlophagus cor-
nufus), the former name from its mode of
life, the latter fiom its adormment with a
paiv of strangely-shaped horus that projcct
over thehead, It is cortainly, as you say,
an ugly customer, though perbaps more cu-
rious than really ugly.



