
BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

HIS LAST OFFICIAL WORK.

Mr. D. J. Macdonald, who lias just resigned the
Provincial Inspectorship of Mines to enter the serv-
ice of the British Amîerica Corporation, lias returied
fron Bouindary Creek district. On the way fromt
Grand Forks lie inspected the Winnipeg, Golden
Crown, Old Ironsides, and other properties liaving
nien at work underground. Later lie visited the
Jewel and B. C. mines. He left at eaci miinîe a copy
of the regulations that vill soonier or later have to
be conformied to, and notified tlose in charge of the
injes laving vertical ladders, that the regulations
provide that ladders muay not exceed twenty feet in
le:igth without a landing, and that they mnay not be
placed vertically in the shaft. Other provisions for
the protection and safety of the mîen passing up or
down shafts or vorking below ground, vere also
shown. The appointuent of stich an iispector is
consequeitly bearing very good fruit in secuîriiig
safety and confort for the Provinîce's mine workers,
and tliere is no doubt that Mr. Macdoniald's suc-
cessor, wlioever lie mîay be, will continue inspection
work on the saine lines.

THE GOLDEN RIVER QUESNELLE COMPANY.

This conpany, which lias spent no less than
$300,ooo 0on a vast work of river damî construction,
liopes to inake a first clean-up of part of the bed of
the South fork of the Quesnelle river this seasoi.
British Columbia now awaits with enigrossing inter-
est the results thuis accruing, as they shouîld surely
indicate whether a very great engineering enterprise
is to prove a very large pecuiîîîary success or, on the
other liand, turni out a sadly disappointing failure.
Ahînost everythinîg seeniigly depends on the suc-
cess of the engineer's effort to combat giant water
forces of nature and for certain seasons restrain
their trenendous pressure above, and possibly in
part also below the bed of the rapid Quesnelle river.
That gold and nmuch gold lies in the river's bed
seens to be suîfficiently assured. The question is,
Cani it be got ont ere the vater again rushes in to
prevent all further working in, about and utnder the
river's rocks and gravels?

BRITISH AMERICA CORPORATION.

A deal is on for the purchase of the Patlhfinder
mine, on the North fork of the Kettle river, by the
British Anierica Corporation, for $9o,ooo. A bond
was given on the property a few weeks ago, and
the London syndicate lias been operating the mine
with a large force. The deal S lot yet consu-ii-
nated, but it is said by those who kinow that the

Corporation will take up the bond uîpon the arrival
of the Hon. C. H. Mackintosh, within a few days.
l'he Pathfinder is ownîed by the Pathfinder Minîing,
Reduction and Investient Company, Limnited, of

Grand Forks. Most of the stock is held in Grand
Forks and Rossland. The property is the principal
claii on Pathfinder iotuîtain, which is becomning
famious for pronising properties. It is about fifteen
miles north of Grand Forks. The claini was located
by Messrs. W. A. Pfeifer and T. I. Parkinson, and
the latter lias been president of the comipanv and
superintendent of the mine. It is said that no dead
work lias ever been doue on the Patlhfinder. A
shaft lias been stuik about sixty feet, and the ledge
was cross-cti at that depth, showing a well-deflned
vein of good ore. A later shaft was suînk about 300
feet east of the first one, and here it is reported that
thirty-two feet of clean ore was encouintered, aver-
age assays of whicli gave about $50 in copper and
gold. The claim is equipped witli the ustial ont-
building, and the shafts with whiis.

THE KLONDIKE HYDRAULIC, LIMITED.

At the recent Statttory meeting held in London,
England, in connection witlh this Alaskain (not
Klondike) iiinîg undertaking, the chairmîan of the
meeting, Mr. Pye, stated that the vendor of the
conpany's mine properties, a muant naied Ruînble,
lad agreed to take his purchase imîoney in ordinary
shares, receiving in addition certain promoter's fees.
The cliairian, so far as lie couild reieiber, esti-
nated that /52,o0o or £53,O0o of preference shares
liad been taken up, providing sufficient working
capital. He added that the cliairnan of the com-
pany, Mr. Williams, lad goie to Klondike (for
whicli read "Alaska ") to see if the company lad
really got the mine property and gold stated by the
vendor. If so, the necessary mine nachinery would
be promptly put in, and Mr. Cliairman pro-tempore
Pye added that lie thouglit (in which thouglt suich
a liazily informied gentleian is almîîost " dead sure "
to 'be quite imistaken) that the mine inaeliiiery
would be in order by Auguist and a ionth's work
got in this season. The MINING CRITIC ventures
to predict, with a good deal of confidence, that the
Klondike Hydraulic's stockholders won't receive
any dividends worth imientioning fromt a coupany so
curiously ianaged as is theirs-a conipany which
gets in a large amiount of capital long before evenî
its directors are at all sure that the vendor of the
properties they are acquiring is able to do what he
promuised, in the way of not only traisferring rich
Alaskan gold gravels, but also ini handing over
at far less than its cash value a big anount of gold
said to have been acetally got ont. Under present
circtinistances only a fool will buy any stock in such
a conpany as the Klondike Hydraulic-a concern
which most reputable English financial issues have
clearly exposed as a nost dubious venture. To
which desirable vork of investor warning the
MINING CRITIc is also well pleased to lend a help-
ing hand.
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