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5th. What is the average length of your sea-
A GEN ERAL ® son (give dates)?

That “Bee Dance.”

R. EDITOR,—Your plan of telling when
, certain colonies of bees will cast first

h‘)r "~ swarms, as given on page577of C. B. J.
1. ¢ July 15th, will not bold good in all cases—
bere in the south where we have such long
i q Warm summers.

- hijle noticed this something you speak of
o} ofaping and beating at the entrance and just
d:::e .it) a number of times, and although it
. n some cases indicate the earlv issuing of
ﬁow“m' it does not in all cases, for I have
.. colonies to work for a week at a time at
7illch.ame thing, cleaning off a space 6 to 10
<. 088 around the entrance, especially so on

P“nted hives, or those that were old and the
5 0t wearing off. In all cases the actions of
8 in their work were the same.
‘h&(y explanation of the cause for this work, is
‘the bees use the woody fibre, obtained
. by, in connection with propolis for filling
Sracks, etc., and that some oolonies appre-
md‘ng the need of iv in their new homes, set
> Work 1o obtain it before departing, taking it
them, under the same reasoning they fill
h:m*‘-lves with honey to take to the new home
1¢ secretion of wax.
iy i the only explanation I can give and I
. 1t is correct. Will others please give
. €xperience.
u A.J. Brown.
Untington, Florida, July 28, 1891.
a2 " 8~—We bardly know the C. B. J. now-a-
- 7% it has mproved so much. It looks as if
m‘;"mﬂd get a share of the cream also, I
e k some of those who were go fast at first,
Bivg Watering their cream already, or rather
B¢ us skimmings.
:ferpefhaps there is_a difterence in dif-
'doent- localities. We notice the bees
this “dancing’ very much more in a
‘:3011 when the honey-season is long,
the weather very warm. In a
ltha‘:ate note from Mr. Brown, we learn
“Cay dhe intends getting out on a post
‘bey or circular, a list of questions as
Agta°_w.. in order to secure the honey
tistics of Florida. We shall be
o ased friend Brown, when these are
Mpiled, to have them.
g o oy sl o b v o

Srq, bs ?& - 9 -ves?

e B al lsbyour l;::cr;ase for ﬂ;,e seno: '1f
- From what t does your honey chief-
Ty Some P y y

6th. What per cent. of a full crop have you
obtained ? . ’
7th. What is your entire crop (in pounds)
(a) Comb, (b) Extracted.
8th. Number of pounds of beeswax obtained ?
Nam:
Address

Date. 1891.

Fall Fairs.

XPOSITIONS, Exhibitions and Fairs are
E once more almost upon us, and to many
they are a reminder of another season of
growth having passed and that winter is almost
upon us. There are many who intend comnpet-
ing for prizes who do not appear to read the
lists carefully, and when the judges appear
they have misinterpreted a clause and find
themselves at sea. 1t is to be regretted that
sometimes the prize lists read in an indefinite
way and the task in connection therewith is an
unpleasant one for the exhibitors and the ¢on-
scientious judges. There are other prize lists
which contuin conditicns to which there uppears
to be no reason or common sense, in fact the
conditions are such that fex bee.keepers care to
compete. At present I have in mind No. 716
Sec 53, of the Central Canadian Fair held at
Ottawa this fall. It reads: ‘“Display of Comb
Honey,”” put up in wood boxes with glass ends,
about 4 lbs, product of one apiary in 1891.
There appears to be a little doubt about if the
comb.honey or the glass ends are to weigh four
pounds, but with a little of the Yankee guessing
one will conclude it is the honey, but how can
any Fair expect a good display of comb honey
if the exhibitors are compelled to put it in four
pound boxes. That is an added expense which
helps neither to make the display attractive or
more marketable. Now go to the prize list of
the Western Fair, class §6, Sec. 8, headed,
“Special prize given jointly by the Ontario Bee-
Keepers and the Western Fair Association' :—
Sec. 8. “Honey, best general display and
quality of Comb, and Extracted, wax, etc.,
arranged in the most attractive manner, the
product of the exhibitor."” )
Now I think this is very indefinite. I think
it would (ake more than a Philadelphia lawyer
10 understand what that means, and then what
dods the efs, mean, ig it put in to round up the
senitence legally. It mnst surely stand for
something, 8t what then shall we draw the line,
I must frankly own it would puzzle me ; and a
list should read in such a manner that a judge
would know exactly what to do.




