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B 1.c to cxtreme points of the West Midlands. Cannock Ch.ase
B i at tho castern, and Clun Forest at the westorn extremity.
B The centre of the picture has tobe filled upby what ocourred
B i, Mid-Staffordshire and West Staffurdshire and all over
L ire, )
Sbé?:gil:al decades ago there were developed great industries
B i coal and iron at Wellington, Coalport, and other districts
O i Shropshire. Wolverhampton, simultancously, largely in-
B crcased in population. The demand for mutton and lamb, of
BR8 coursc, largely increased at the same dme. To meet this
B demand, and to take advantag. of it for their own profit, the
BB f,rmers of Shropshire extended their turnip and green crops,
B o0 looked further aficld for breeding sheep. The native
B stocks, in short, were not equalto the increased demand.
B Brecding sheep weresought and bought in the midland and
BB southern counties every autumn for maoy years, and they
B wore walked to Shropshire and Staffordshirc by thousands.
B8 Nuwbers of farmers paid this annual southward vieit with
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B this view., The ocoupier of Patshull at that time, Colonel
i Jones, was a pioneer in this movement. Some farmers bought
® Leicester ewes, others Southdown, and others Hants-down
R cwes, while according as taste ran for an increase of wool, or
W carly matarity was required, so Longwoolled rams were put
3B to Shortwoolled ewes, or the opposite practice was pursued.
B Thus Shropshire became filled in the course of time with a
B larae stock of all the best breeds of sheep in Eogland., So
bmuch was this the case that ultimately tbere was no necessity
B for the farmers of the West Midlands to turn southwards in
Il scarch of stock sheep. There still remained flocks of the
Eold native brecds. Eventually these native breeds and the
migrated stocks were brought together. Hence the want of
funiformity in colour qliality, and length of woo) that existed
thirty or forty years ago. And hence, too, this breed of
& sheep, like the Anglo Sazon race of mankind, is equal to every
IR quality of food, and adapted for almost cvery olimate.
BB The stock of theold Cannock Chaso sheep hasno doubt
given this breed the fine dark colour and fine flavour of their
$flesh. We have been informed that the flock of Beaudesert
s the oldest ono of this breed which has a recorded history
3 The quality of their desh and fat hasbeen celebrated for many
I yars as being more like venison than mutton. So much was
i this the case that the late Marquis of Anglesea had unlimited
[ standing orders from the distinguished guests who visited him
38 send guarters, sides, or carcases to noblemen and gentlemen
sll over the kingdom, and could his agent have produced ten

These wero somewhat leggy and flat-ribbed sheep, with black
points, and some of them had short horns curving pretaly
upwards. They of course took some timo to get fat, and the
mautton the noble marqéxis used to pat before his guests was
four or five years old. But so much for quality.

Then there were the shorter-legged and more early maturing
stook which had been cultivated in and avound Clun Forest
The sheep undoubtedly had—and the old-cstablished flocks
still havo—a large strain of the Welsh breed. Their contour
and walk still show this. The ewes of this breed are bought
in large numbers for produciog fat lambs near London on the
Essex and Herts sides. They are reputed to be the most
prolific in yielding milk of any known breed. So well isthis
reputation established in the districts named, that the farmers
donot mind losing Bs. per head on the ewes when they are
sold out fut in the following sammer, as they produce such
good and early lambs that they make from 35s. to 4bs. and

times as many, the demand would not have been supplied.

50s. in April and May. This is, vo doubt, the reason why

HOWARD'S GANG PLOUGH.

Shropshire ewes may be justly looked upon as equal to an
breeg for suckling their lamb'z. d 1 v
It was among these two breeds that the Leicestersand Dowas,
as above described, were introduced. Of course great want
of uniformity and type wa. the result. Different opinions
and tastes on the part of farmers had also much to do with
this. Some preferred the old-fashioned mottle face with a
Southdown type, while others liked larger sheep and black
points. All this want of uniformity was made more and
more conspicucus when the Shropshire breeders provailed on
the Royal Agricultural Society's authoritics to appoint sepa-
rate classes for the Shropshire breed of shecp. Judges at
shows of course also differed in opinions. QOne year, two out
of the three were in favour of the more Southdown colour and
t- 3, while the next year, two were in favour of dark coloar,
and more size, notwithstanding the legs of the shecp were a
little longer, and that the latter required more cake and corn
to mature them ecarly, or more time to get them fat in the
ordinary way. The advocates of the latwer argued, that there
were several breeds of small sheep, some of which were defi-
cicnt of flesh as compared with the fat they produced. Upon
this they said ** we have in the Shropshires large frames and
ample lean of a dark rich colour. The smaller Downlike
frames must be discarded, and the larger sizes cultivated.”
The results, as secn at the present time, have clearly proved
that the latter advocates were right. - )
This confliot of opinions and diversity of taste led to warm
discussions. It was shown that in more than one instance



