. THE HOUSEHOLD.
s APOLOGIES. ..
s Neverapologize.” - It had stared at me
from the printed page all my life ; butitre-
mained for the example of two women
to make it-vital to me.: I had the oppor-
tunity once to observe closely the intimate
home life of one of my friends. Her hus-
‘band’s income wasmodest, her house plain,
and she economized in dress. During the
year-I lived in her house I was never con-
_scious of the slightest jar or friction of the
.domestic machinery, yet I know my friend
was not exempt from the usual housekeep-
ing trials. ' -
The secret was—she never apologized.
She gave daily superintendence.to house
:and kitehen, If accidents happened, no-
body was ever made miserable with the de-
tails. If & dish failed, it must have been
her rule to set it aside ; if one appeared on
‘the table not exuctly up to the highest
standard, she had the good sense to see that
this fact was not apparent to all, and that
an apology. would only intensify the con-
sciousness of the few who did perceive it.
“And it is wonderful what mistakes, partial
failures, will pass unnoted, if only the too-
exacting housewife refrain from apologies !
Sometimes a formal caller appeared un-
expectedly, finding her in a wrapper ; or
she was called to the door to speak for a
moment tu a neighbor, No distressed ex-
pression, no nervous pulling at the cheap
-and simple gown, betrayed her sense of
its unfitness. = She ignored it, and re-
ceived them with a quiet grace, a dignity
that added n new charm’ to her loveliness.
I looked and pondered ; I saw that an
apology-would have had its root in vanity.
1t was borne in upon me that apologies are
_vulgar and futile—above all, futile.
Now for the other woman. Sheis my
next-dvor neighbor, but our relations are
almost entively formal, She imagines me
gifted with the eyes of Argus, though I am
s0 short-sighted that I can scarcely sce be-
youd my own nose. She apologizes for
facts of which I could never possibly have
had any. knowledge, but for the admissions
—her sorvants’ shortcomings, the noise her
children make, the state of her kitchen and
back yard, I stand confused, anhoyed,
bored, under thisshower-bath of apologies.
1 incet lier running through the lane to her
mother's. How sweet and cool she looks,
is my inward comment, if I makeany.. She
stops to apologize—for her dress. I say
truly that I sec nothingamiss. Sheisthen
at greab pains to show me an infinitesimal
hole, or a grass-stain on tho hem, or tells
me it is an old thing, patched up out of two;
and then she wonders what I must *“ think
of Robert, working in the garden in his
shirt-sleeves.”  When I finally stem the
torrent and get away, Iwonder if she thinks
T have no duties, no interests, to say noth-
ing of moral restraints, which renderitim-
possible for mo to stand always with a spy-
glass levelled on her windows. :
Some women apologize with the best in-
tention, imagining that nob to do 83" shows
disrespect and disregard of a guest’s opin-
joil. -Others, as in the last instance, hope
to gnin credit for possessing a very high
standard by apologizing for every lapse
therefrom. They only betray egotism, an
uneasy conscience, and the fact that they
afe trying to'seem to be to the world what
they really are not.
If my neighbor should read this, and be
.converted, ** I shall be” (as an author says
in his preface)- ‘“amply repaid.”—House-
Leeper’s Weelkly., = : ;
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MOTHERS' SYMPATHY.

All over. the world there are mothers
with hands so full they can scarcely take
time to draw one good, long breath, or
sit quietly down and rest for five minutes.
~ They are good, conscientious women,
wearing their lives out for their families
in the daily round of patient, self-denying
work, trying to make a small income feed,
clothe and educate all the children, plan-
ning the spending of every dollar, to make
it go as far as possible, and bravely doing
without many an article needed for their
own personal comfort, for thesake of the
children. =~ = o e

-I have seen mothers, who would not
neglect anything that -might add to the
physical. wants' of “their children, neglect
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a feeling in their hearts thab

that which is of infinitely more importance
than to have them'well fed and neatly clad.
- "When the womanly little fifteen-year-old
daughter comes home with sparkling eyes,
eager to tell mamma all about her essay,
which was the best in the class, instead of
listenirig with a pleased face and telling
her how happy she has made her, tho short-
sighted mother says indifferently, ‘¢ Well,
Jennie, I haven’t time to ‘listen now. Do
hurry and change your dress, and finish
this darning, while I pateh Harry's jacket.”
And Jennie goes away with a_sober face,
thinking, “If mamina had only said she
was glad I did so well.” '

And, after n while, when Harry comes,
his face full of happiness, to coax mamma
to come and see his pansies, they are ““so
pretty,” she sends the little fellow away
with an -impatient, ** No, I ean’t; and
yowd wuch better be weeding out "the
radish bed.”

She may have been busy mending that
same Harry-boy’s jacket, but it would have
paid ler better to have dropped it and

gone out with the little fellow for a few

moments, and admired his flowers and
praised him for the care he had given them,

And after tea, when the twins want to
climb into ‘‘muzzer's” lap, and have «
happy ‘‘loving time,” instend of resting
her overtaxed nerves by laying aside the
sewing, and cuddling them close in her
arms, and telling - them - how she Joved
them and wanted them to grow up good
men like papa, and listening while the
two yellow heads bow at her knee and
pray, ¢ God blessmamma,” and then tuck-
ing them in bed with loving good-night
kisses, she says, in short, crisp tones, *‘Go
right out in the kitchen with your blocks,
and don’t bother me again to-night.” -

And the two sturdy little boys go- with
*¢ mamma
didn’t lovo them one speck,” and they
“ didn’t care.”

O mothers, it is only a few years when
the children will drift away from you, and
no longer come to confide their joys and
sorrows, but look upon their home as ““a
place to eat and sleep in,” and upon you as
the one who keeps the house and their
clothes in order.’ _

In that day you no longer will have
oceasion to tell them not to hinder you,
for they will go to others for the sympathy
which you denied them. ®

Then look back to the years when you
were ‘‘ too busy” to take any interest in
what pleased them, and ask yourself whose
fault it is if they are not’ interested in you
now.

While they are youngand clinging about
you, make them think that whatever in-
terests them is of interest to you, and that
mother loves them more than any one
elge in the world, and is their best friend.

Do not send them away In anxiety to
““YLeep up” with your work, and make
them feel that mother thinks more of
everything elsec than she does of them,
until they cease to have any desire to
tell you of their plans.  Make your girls
feel that it is a pleasure to have them tell
you of their happy times, and your boys
feel that you are interested in their now
skates, and delighted that their side won
in baso ball. e

Then, when your tired fect grow weary
arid your busy hands are idle, they will
feel it their privilege and happiness to give
mother tender, loving eare through hor de-
clining years, and ncver for a moment
think she is a burden. —Grace Pettis, in the,
Household. i :
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THE TEMPERATURE OF THE
HOUSE IN' WINTER.

Wo have lately read a ‘very interesting
article in one of the diily newspapers in
regard to ‘ Our indoov climate.” The
author 'is very critical of Americans for
having so much artificial heating in our
houses, but we think he has over-rated the
dangers from that source. The chief
danger in New York City, from Christmas
until April, is not from too warm houses,
but from too cold ones, and those in
which the temperature varies very much.
We can get on out-of-doors with exercise
and overcoats and sealskins, but inside the
temperature ought to be kept upto 70° F.
for most people, and for some old people
in hospitals, 73° F'. to 75° F. is not out of

the way. Tho Bnglish are the great

apostles for being uncomfortable inside’

.

their houses, The result there is seen
in the great prevalence of rheumatism and
also of aural diseases, It is very difficult
to get warm in London or Paris in the
winter. And we do not believe it éver
doés anybody any good to be just the
other side of being warm.” A man is as
uncomfortable at 40° F. as he is at 20° F.
It is possible that New Yorkers are a
little careless in varying the heat in their
houseés, but not in keeping them too warm,
we think, To keep warm is very often
to keep well.—The Post-Graduate.
—he .

THE SOCIAL %RAINING OF CHIL-

It is in the small courtesies that:we are
most apt to fail, and it is just these which
make the charm of perfect manners.
Children may be taught to vender the little
attentions which will be too often forgotten
in maturer years if the habit has not been
formed in early life. A short note of
thanks for any kindness received should
be sent promptly, and a letter, always,
after enjoying the hospitality of a friend,
expressing the pleasure found in the visit.
It would seem unnecessary. to emphasize

| these things if so many. **children of a

larger growth” were not neglectful of them.

A family of charming little girls, whom
the writer has the good fortune to know,
are sent by their mother to make x call
on any of her special friends who may be
leaving home, and also to welcome them
on theirreturn. It isone way of accustom-
ing them to meet older persons easily and
naturally, and helps to form the habit of
discharging social obligations. .

“The whole home atmosphere should be
favorable to the consideration of the little
courtesies which are as oil to the wheels of
daily life. The pleasant morning greeting,
a word of apology for a tardy appesrance,
and the habit of rising when an older
person enters the room, with innumerable
other little attentions which a mother
should demand from-her children, will do
much to make them agreeable members of
society. ’

Children may outgrow. their parents in-
tellectually and spiritually, but the mauners
formed in childhood are not éasily changed.
The sirface may become more polished,
but in: moments of excitement or self-for-

getfulness the old tricks of manner or|.

speech will show themselves.—The Chris-
tian Union.
—————r

CUTITING THE CORNERS.

Muys. Jones, who does her own work, was
asked by one of her neighbors how she con-
trived to get so much done.  ** Contrive is
the word,” said she. ‘I cut. all the
corners, and I don’t try in the least to do
as Mrs. Any-body-else does. I know it'’s
the orthodox way to get all your morning’s
work done up and then sit down to sew.
But when I have a diftieult picce of sewing
on hand, if I do my housework first, I'm
too tired to do my sewing justice, so I let

some of the housework go, all that can be!

let go, and do my sewing first. Then it is
a relief, when that is done, to fly around

and finish up my housework. I know it's!

nice to iron all one’s plain clothes, but I
don’t iron mine. Towels, sheets, and
many other articles I fold neatly when
they are dry and put them away without
ironing. I am very particular to have the
clothes washed clean and rinsed always in
two waters, so they arc sweet to the ol-
factories, but they are not smooth to the
touch. :

¢ When T get breakfast I plan my dinner
and generally make the dessert, sometimes
prepare the vegetables, and then it is an
easy matter to get the dinner. "Many a
time I've rubbed out my clothes at night
and scalded them, and then left them in
the tubs till morning. 'Chis enables me
to get them hung up early, and then by
dividing the work I do not get so tired as
if I did it all ab once. I seo to it that the
wood and coal and kindling-box are kept
full, s0 I can have a fire at short notice and
without running round.

I make a point of lying down in the
middle of the day and getting perfectly
still, perhaps I drop off to sleep a few
minutes. This gives me two mornings
every day, so to speak, and keeps me fresh
for the evening, and I find that going to
bed early enables me to rise early and
push my work with vigor.”—Christian
Advocate. -

- grass, hole.' * A rolling stone gathers no moss.”
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FOR NOTHING,

Secif-sacrifice comes natural to women.
Much of it is born in them, and whatis not
is ground into them from their childhood
by education. For the sake of her home
duties a gir]l gives up amusements and pri-
vileges which her brother would never be
expected to forego for the like reason. As
she grows older, this spirit grows, en-
couraged by all- tradition and outside in-
fluence. Often its power masters her al-
together, and.her life becomes one long
devotion to endless labor and acéeptance of
unpleasant things, that the pleasant part of
living may be kept sacred for the rest of
the family. S

The purely useless side of this entire self-
abnegation must sometimes strike the be-
holder. Such effacing of individuality is
not uncommon. And it gives as little
real benefit to the family as it does to the
individual, - I

Putting aside the moral effect on the
younger members of & family brought up
to regard- their mother as a machine run
for the family service, does the woman
who 80 gives herself for the well-being of
her family really accomplish all she de-
sires? If she work without pause or
slackening day in and day out, does she
always feel satistied, with admiring on-
lookers, that it is the noblest way to so
spend her health and encrgies? If she re-
nounces all recreation and higher life for
herself, and gives up all communion of
mind and spirit with her husband and
children, is the reward adequate that is
paid to them in a better kept-house, a
more bountifully supplied larder, or hand-
somer clothes?

If over-fatigue causes her. to. become
petulant or complaining, is not the atmos-
phere-of home more greatly injured than
the added cleaning and cooking can repair?
If she is too worn out to give sympathy and
help to the children’s joys and sorrows,
what do the finer clothes and furniture vb-
tained avail ? - And if, as sometimes hap-
pens, outraged nature gives way, and
others muy step into the breach, do their
own work and the played-out woman’s as
well, and take care of her into the bar-
gain, what has she gained by her extreme
efforts that she ‘has' not lost by the break-
down? ‘

A life laid down in a worthy cause isnot
lost, but gained ; but is this cause worthy ?
—Harper's Bazar, : v
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PUZZLES NO. 23,

BIBLE QUESTIONS.

1. Where do we read of a ‘“‘refuge of lies?”
What will become of such a hiding-place?

2. What prophet, when his courage failed, ns
he thought he- was left alone, was cheered by
hearing that God had nmnyfﬂithful hidden ones?

3. “The world knoweth us not.” Where do
you find these words? and what reason isadded ?

4, '*'The Lord knoweth them that are his”
Where are these words found? Give a similar
statement from the 0ld Testament.

" BIOGRAPHICAL ANAGRAM,

Tho unique and immortal work, Quod Tonexi,
was published in Panis, in the year 1605. 1t soon
i gnined great upplause, which was ccheed from
. all parts of Operue, Itis read to-day in Caremia
with greatdelightand enjoyment. Yet itsauthor
i Carl Vereande Suavagee Smidt, spent thegreater

Bm-t. of his life in poverty and obscurity, Howas

orn October 9, 1547,

. _CUARADE,
M{' first is tho son of his father
My next at the weaver’s you'll see 3
My whole, much esteemed as a relic,
Is found on each family tree.

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES No. 22,

BIBLE QUESTIONS.

1. Ps. Ixxxiii., 3. They have'taken crafty coun-
sel against Thy people; and consulted against
Thy hidden ones, -

2. Pg, xxxii,, 7. Thou art my hiding-piace ;
gk’;ll(}]('i 114, Thou art my hiding-place, and my
. 3. 1s, xxxii., 2. A man shall be
place from the wind,

. {1, 2) Ps, xxvii, §, In tho time of trouble
He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the secret of
his tabernacle shall he hide me. (3) Ps, xxxi.. 20.
Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy pre-
sence from the pride of man, (§) Ps. xci., 1, He
that dwelleth in the_secret place of the Most:
High, 5) Ps. Ixi., 4. I will trust in the covertof
thy wings. Ps. xci...4. Under his wings shalt
thou {rust.

& Ps. xvil., 8, Hide me under the shadow of
thy wings cxliil., 9. T fiec unto theo tohidn me.
]‘:1‘\0‘: 2& Hide me from the secret council of the

vicked, :

6, Jor. xxxvi,, 26, Of Baruch the scribe and
Jeremiah the prophliet, when Jehoiakim sent to
, Ln7ko Il.hcm. % C
b7, Is.xxvi., 20. Come, my people, enter thou
into thy chambersand shut thy doors about thee :
hide thyself as it were for o littlo moment, until
the indignation be overpast. Zeph. ji. 3. It
ma,\;bc ye shall behid in the day of tho Lord's
anger, :

|' PRrovERB PuzzLe.—Toil, gas, morn, sonnet.

as an hiding-




