A Sermon on the :
Eed the temple to be cleansed ; he-made expiation for thé]
Esios of the people, and taught them the true and perfecty
s he set them an upright example, and not sa-§
] A ,ﬁge reformation of his own people, he likewisey.
Msought, with compassionate earnestness, that of the cer.j
Piupted Irraelites. For this purpose, he wrote them a most}
Jeffectionate and pathetic letter, explairing the source of§
all"their misfortunes—exhorting them to returu to the wor-§
Jship of the true God, and to present themselves before him
fin his holy temple at the ensuing solemnity, as the most}
effectual means of averting future judgments and of obtain:y
Wing the redemption of their uuhappy brethren, whom the

Hkings of Assyria had carried into captivity. -« k-
M . Many of the Israelites laughed him to scorn, and mocked§
his pious invitation; but divers, of Asliur, and Manassek
Jrnd Zebulon, came to Jerusalem, and humbled themselves}
‘Whéfore the Lord. , , B |
J The*restoration of the worship of the temple gave cou-|i
Jrage to the people, and as the king continued to do thaf}
Jwhich was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all
§that his father David had done, his' temporal success wasj
Wequal to his piety. " . ‘ .
8 [ncomparing Hezekiah with king David, the Scripturé§

Jrefers to their zeal for the worship of God and the service
gof the Sanctuary. It is in this view'only that the. royalll
@Psalmist is cafled a mari after God's own heart. A glorious|l
Jitle, not bestowed on hirii on account of the purity of hish
gmoral conduet, for he was guilty of many crimes, but forf
Blus abhorrerice of idolatry, and his faithful adherence. ol
gthe civil and ‘religious institutions of his country, In like]
Qmanner, Hezekiah was said 6 do as his.father Dayid had
fdone, because ‘he was equally hostile to idolatry and zea}
flous for the worship of the T.ord. : |
§ From the history of Hezekiah's eventful reign, and.the
Jiiercies of ‘God which atteinded his admiuigtratron, we ars
glorcibly taught that'a traly pious king is of inestimable ad:}
fvantage to g nation, ds an instrument of deliverancé and
Eorosperity. ) ¢ . o
N We are awdre that thahy pretended friends to revelation
gare disposed ta deny the especial int.erpom'gonspf}.r:f‘
gridenee.  They congider the expressions of God's turningf
; hasied év nd people, o theitfl
urative, as peculiarl
e iy ey e :
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