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The Catholic.

From the True Tablet.
REVIEW.

The Bible in Spain; or the Journeys,
Adventures, and  Imprisonments of an
Englishwan in an Attempt to circulate
the Scriptures in the Peninsula. By
George Borrow, 3 vols. London :
Murray, 1843.

Tue writer of this work is already known

to our readers by his former litle treatise
on the Spanish gipsics, The present

work is not unlike the former in many res-.

. . . . . }
pects ; but it duffers from it by giving us
a somewhat clearer insight into the au-’

thor's whereabout and personality, and by
jeading us with o wider sweep through
that peculiar range of character with which
Mr. Borrow has the most especial sympa-
thy. Here, as heietofure, we have the
gipsics—thieves, murderers, and cheats,
as our author describes them—and him!
self their familiar companion, so fur adap-'
ting himself 10 their style of conversation
and behavicur, as to be by them confidents
Iy believed to be ono of their own order,
and a warm fricad of the ‘¢ law of the
Cale’s.”  DBut, in addition to the gipsics,
Mr. Borrow 1s the confidential intimate of
all the other classes of scoundrels which
the soil of Spain—fertile in evil and in’
good—so lavishly produces. The lowest
orders of smuggiers are his chosen allies
in waging war against the papal or mon-
kish system, and in promoting the circula-
tion of the Holy Seriptures, and the prac-
tice of vital Christianity throughout thel
Peminsula.  Into his ears, as into those of
a sympathizing brother, are pourcd the'
indignant complaims of a Jew thief, zealous '
for the security of the perpetiators of “the

sold dust robbery.”  And his admiration

thand at calling names.

just, and tolerant,
: spccimens e

mass ¥

pronches were directed. Our author’s
imitation would be pcr(’uct it only ho pos

sessed the samo ommiscicnco.  This was,
of course, impossible ; but still, like a zeu-
lous (thought unprofitable) servant, hie does
what he can ; and, as he cannot come up
to his amipotont model in one respect, he
strives, not unsuccessfully, to surpass it in
another—wo mean in the use of contume-
lious language. Our authoris a famous

Aad vet, though De. Borrow professes
his entire ignorance of the upper and bet.
ter educated classes—among whom are 10
be seckouned those whom he thus censures
—we mny be very sure he never passes
the limits of charity in the rebukes he ads
winisters to them, I we wanted any di.
rect evidence of this, we should find it in
the 26:h page of the seconc volume, in
which, alluding to the readiness with
‘which certain unl"uon'lblu potts were
received i Spain, he adds lhs comment :

« Uohappy land, but not umit the
pure light of the Gospel has illumined
thee, wilt thou learn that the greatest of
gifts js charity.”  In accordance with this

throughout a firm and beautiful conviction
that rash judgments, to the injury of one’s
neighbour, are truly Popish and dinbolical
in their origing and that wherever the
Gospel light has found its way, there lbu,
illuminati are, as a necessary result, mitd, !
We give the following |
(
“ After having  performed my worning
“devotim, and breakfasted, 1 went down to
 the kitchen; the girl Geronima was seated
by the fire. 1 inquired if she Lad licaid
She replied in the negative, aud

:that she did not intend to hear it. Upon

Ly requoesting tho man to go honie and say
his prayers, aud tell hLis employers that
Me. B, pitied them, The man * turned
away with anomh,” and was no more
scen.  Buteven in that dark street the
light of gospel charity shone so brigluly, as
to reveul to Mr. Borrow that the ruflian’s
*“employars” wera “the clergy.”

On another occasion we find our gosple
author irtitated at tho opposition given to
his proceedings by the clergy, informing
his interfocuter that their motives for op-
posing his endeavours 1o rest out Catholic*
ism wero purely avaricious. ¢ 1 repiied,
that, like the Pharisees of old, they cated
more for the gold of the temple than the
temple itselt.” Of course, our author had
firstascertained the fact.  But let us leave
thuse worn-out motters,

Mr. Butrow professes to ave penetrat-
edinto the penetralia of Spunish life ; 10
have scen what few people besides him-
self have had an oppurtunity of sceing;
and to have possessed himsell of the his
therto unspuken secrets of the Peninsula.
How far this is true, and how far, if it be
true,he has truly reported what he has thus

excellent sentiment, our author exhibits' spied out,itis obviously impossible for us to
forma direct judgment, Bat by passing
- from the known 10 the unknown we rany be

able to form some kind of indirect opinion
on the subject. iiis first approach to Spain
was throug), Porugal. At Lisbon he was

» very hospitably, reccived at the Bughsh

College ; and he gives with much frank-

! ness an account of the private conversa-

tions that passed between him and bis
reverend  hosts. In doing so we have
w notice an admirable picce of manages
ment truly worthy of & Gospel professor.
He is perfectly aware that some parts of
the conversation wero not meant for the

for the religious ch:.\racter of] l.he bloody {my inquiring hier motivc. for absvnl‘ing public ear,and therefore hie prints this part
cutsthroats of Tangier and Algiers warms herself, she replied, thatsince the friars | length, supplying by asterisks one

him into a vehememt rebuke of those who had been expelled from their churches and

presunte to exalt the idolatry of Catholi-
cism above the pure theism of the polygas
mical murderers of North Africa. lni
short, wherever ur author finds a person ‘
upont whom the moral restraints of the Ca-
tholic faith sit too heavily, a hater of all’
creeds whatever, an outlaw from all so-
ciety, or an cuewy of Iome oa the score
of nation or of race, there he secures al
friend, sympathy, aud admiration ; an.ll

convents she had ceased to attend Mass,
or to confess herself; for that the govern-
ment priests had no spiritual power, and
consequently she never troubled them.
Stie said the fiiars were holy men wnd
. charitable ; for that every merning those
of the couvent aver the way fed forty poor
persouns with the relics of the meal of the
tpreceding day, but that now these people

were allowed to starve. 1 replied, that

he gives back what he receives in rewrn. i(lu. friars, who lived on the fatof the land,
1t i, true, Mr. Borrow has a peculiarconld well afford to bestow a few bones

theory 1 this head. He admits that he'

.upon their poor, and that their doving so

O 3 (1) . R4l 3 .
knows nothing about the respectable :was merely a part of their policy. by

clasies in Spain ; and he takes a pride in
the fact that ho asscciates only with the
lowest orders of society ; but then he con-

gratulates himself with the rellection that, |

in this, at least (if in nothing ebe), he re-
sombles our Saviour. Our Saviour lived in
the company of publicans and sinners, and
denounced the selfsufficient pride and by«
pocricy by which the ruling classes in Ju-
doa were then distinguished,  Mr. Borrew
lived among the corresponding orders in
Spain, and faithfully imitates our Saviour
in the strong language which be pours
(osth against the spiritual guides and ru-
lees of this latter country. Our Saviour,
wo believe, no where denounces all spisi-
tual rulers as resembling tho Phariscos of
the fl1st century ; but he was omniscient,
and &newo the men ogaiost whom Iis ves

which they hoped to secure to themsclees
friends in time of need.”

Our readers, we sre sure, will be struck
with the connexion between the peculiar
morality of this lust semiment, and
souzce or origiu as given in the first half
sentence. It was necessary to have the’
so teadily from “my morning devotion |
10 this peculiar style of describing the cha-
racter ond motives of those whom the
writer had never seen or known.

On another occasion, it scems, that in
Madrid,some uninown ruflian came up to
Mr. Borrow atpight, “in a dark street,”
“and told me that unless I discontinucd
selling my Jewish bocks, 1 should have a
kaife nailed in my heart.” Mr. Borrow

gift of pure gospel light, to be able to pass |

or two words thatany reader of ten years
old would supply. He thus graufies his
readers by giving tho conversation entire,
and exhibits n tenderness of conscience
which seems 10 be borrowed from some of
the best known Sabbath papers of this
wetropolis,

We thus have the autho:’s character
for lionour under his owa hand. The
close of the conversation is truly edifying.
He makes the “amiable® and “courteous”
clergyman indulge in some remarks of
extiaordinary anti-Irish bitterness—there-
in typifying the Caiholics by five aster-
1sks, and darkly shadowing foith O'Con-
nell by the title **a ecrtain person?
who we are told ““is a disgrace to the
“Church.” At the end of these re-
marks our author adds this quite interro-

S gatory :—

v Myself.—1 believe there is an Irish
College in thiscity ?

¢ Rector.—1 belirve there is; but it
does not flourish, *“there are few or no
pupils. Oh!?

This last question ond answer we un-
derstand to be a cheerful chuckle on the
past of the inventor thereof at the wvotion
of the kindly feeling that is likely 10 pre-
vail between the rulers of the two Col-
leges, ofter his book has made its appear-
ance, and this record of confidential in-

answercd as became a Bible missionary,

tercourse has scen the lights  To damp

andallay this cheerlulnuss a little, wobeg
to inform ull those whom it may concern,
and our Irish friends more particuiatly,
that itis, as nearly as may be, ulterly
impossiblo that such a conversation cab
have ocenrred, ‘The notion that the rector
of the English College should'pretend only
to “belicve” in the existence of an lrish
College, is a touch of extravagance that
marks the greatness of the inventor’s gass
to. As to the pretended dislike of O*Con-
nell and the 1rish, we are not, of course,
authorized to speak on such a matter ; but
our own private information leaves no
doubt,on czr minds that this whole dia-
loguc is a pure and picasant fabrication .
Ve conless, wo were much edified iv meet
within the first hundred pages of the first
volume this test of our Bible-worshipper’s
lonesty and honour.

Itis now time {or us to inform our rea-
ders that this three-volume Look coantains
the record of thee or four years’ lubours
of an agent of the Bible Society 10 circus
late the Bible in the Peninsvla. It dess
etves as we have alicady shown, lillle
credit for the exactness of its statements,
or for the fairness of its deductivns : butis
is, nevertheless, a most remarkable pic-
ture of the manner in which these people
have been wont to move earth and hell to
aid the infidel, the revolutionist, and tko
outlaw, in rooting out, in a land already
suftering from anarchy, the last ties of so-
cial order & security; and a most remark-
able picture likwise, of the manner in
which, in the person of the Earl of Clars
endon, Whig diplomacy dabbled in Span-
ish intrigue—making and unmoking mine
istrics—and did its mimost to surengihen
the infidel party by helping Mr. Borrow
agdinst the clergy continually 10 violato
the Jaw.  Those who may desire to un-
desstand these things for themselves, and
morgosver, to persue a very curious and
enteriaining narrative of stiange adven-
tures i this wild Jand, in which tho actor,
though a man of much gasconade, concei,
unpudence, cant, and, as we have already
seen, untrutk, is yet disunguished by in-
trepidity, perseverance, and intelligence of

no comtaon order —will do well 10 read
this work., Let us give a few specimens
of its traveller’s ales.

SPANISIL DBLASPHEMY.

Oft when 1 was sharing at nightfull the
frugal fare of the villager of Old or New
Castile, on hearing the distant shot of the
Christino  soldier or Carlist baudit, be
weould invoke curses on the heads of the
two pietenders, not forgetting the Holy
Futher and the goddess of Rome, Maria
Sanlissima.

This notion of cursing Maria Santissima
strikes vs as pcculmrl) happy.
ANTI=TAPAL SMUGGLERS.

Most of these men spoke of priesleraft
and the monkish system with the utmost
abhorrence,and soid that they should prefer
death to submitting again to the yoke which
had formerly galled their necks. 1 quos
tioned them very particularly respectiog
the opinion of their neighbours and a0~
quaintances on this pojnt,and thoy sssured
me that in their part of the Spanish frose
tier all wero of the same mind, and that

they cared as litlo for the Pope and bis



