
From an Economic Point of View
Heavy military traffic, however, only hindered for a 

short space of time passenger traffic ; and the goods trans­
port service has, up to the present, always been able to 
meet the requirements of civilians in a satisfactory man­
ner A statement of the returns of the big railway com­
panies enables us to realize the extent of the revival in the 
economic life of our country. If we examine it since 1914. 
we see that, setting aside the decrease, at the beginning 
of hostilities, the receipts have gradually been on the in­
crease, almost rising to, in the case of. certain lines no 
directly connected with military operations, the am°ua 
of normal receipts, in spite of a reduction m the leng 
of the lines and a shortage of rolling stock. The fol w- 
incr table, showing in millions of francs the large railway 
companies’ returns from 1913 up to 1917, ff065 to Prov€ 
this fact.
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call attention to the fact that this rise- 
period with re-It is as well to

which is also noticeable during the same 
card to receipts in connection with military affa.rs-does 
not prevent an important deficit, due to the enormous in­
crease in the cost of running trams, resulting both from 
Ce rise in the price of coals, raw materials, labor, wear 
and tear of rolling stock, and the continual higher.salanes, 
pensions and indemnities. In order to remedy, m a cer­
tain degree, the difficult situation into which the prolonga­
tion of such a state of things would have inevitably placed 
the French railway companies, and following the example 
of all the belligerent countries, p rliament, on March 31, 
1918 voted a general increase of e ner cent, on all tariffs 
except for the army transport service and parcel-post 
rates. This extra percentage is to be taken off at the end 
of the sixth year after the cessation of hostilities.

Apart from these general remarks on French railways 
whole, it is interesting to get some idea, gatheredas a

port Indian, colonial and American troops, and ensure a 
postal service, comprising millions of letters and parcels 
with the armies. The necessities of national defence will 
not allow of our stating exactly to what extent their val­
iant selGsacrifice has been carried, how officials have fallen 
nobly at their posts and the splendid results obtained by 
close collaboration with our High Command at the battles 
of Verdun, in the Somme and Champagne, as well as at 

time of renewal of fighting in the open, on the West­
ern front, and the stopping of the Great German of­
fensive in March, 1918. The French Government, desir­
in'5' to acknowledge the valuable assistance given, by 
railway officials, has had a great number of them specially 
mentioned—and rewarded for distinguished service. It 
also wished to bring under their country’s notice the splen­
did behavior of the personnel of the Nord and Est Rail­
ways and on the army lines ; Mr. Clemenceau, the Premier 
and Minister of War, gave the reasons for such a step m 
the following terms: “After having displayed from the 
very beginning of the war, the most splendid endurance, 
and energy in the fulfilment of duties particularly hard, the 
personnel (of the above railway companies) gave during 
the recent military operations and often under the most 
perilous circumstances, fresh proof of a spirit of self-sacri­
fice, and of admirable devotion to their country.
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WAR*FRENCH RAILWAYS DURING THE

^ ' GAN IZ ATI ON and management of railways^ dur- 
O ing the war are ^"1»^Fr^„« by »« .„ 

passed December 28th, 1888 • Jf the rail_
22 of this law, “In time of the^iUtary authorities’’ ; 
ways is entirely in the hands of ^ J officials,

and so it was onwere mobilized, and ready at 
from an engineer to a porter - ^ c anies and
their respective posts. lhe„Railwav in whose hands 
the board of directors of . he Etat > ’ timcs 0f peace,
the control of Franch railways is. v - thorities merely 
■delegated their powers to..the^ supervision of the 
reserving to themselves the. technical P ^ cQnsist.
personnel. A special high rank (the military
ing of two members; an officer f^ g enUtive of the
Commissioner) and an intlu . ‘ undertake col-
company (the technical Commissioner)^^ d;fferent rail. 
lectively the general managem
way.

Their Military Role
Ever since the outset of ner

have carried out, in .an at different’ times by
portant missions assigned to mobilization,
the High Command, and the neces
On the Est Railway the transporting oMroops^^ ^ ^
material to the points ?f con«^ notwithstanding
fortnight by 4,000 tranis. ^ ^ the
the fact that part of the Une has ^ b ^m.
enemy, and some works “a for transport pur-
bardments it is still open, . , , to save all
poses, etc. The Nord Railway Mgian
the material hastily sent d<wn south ;he armies fought
engines were brought back, invasion, and
heroically to stem the tide of german ^ ^
hundreds of trains waited, till t e ^ the’ Marne, the 
save the guns. Just before 1 of tbe Est, en-
Nord Railway, uniting its effor s t transferred from
abled the different corps to be r< p y 
the extreme ^ ^
ensure victory. On the JNora 2 many as
been reduced from 3,840 kilome r »9 Notwithstand-
114,000 military trams we^2araiively speaking, situat­
ing the fact that they are, 00 F' £ tPhe other lines :
ed at some distance from th . ’ h Midi, and
Paris-Orléans, Paris-Lyon-Méditer anée, ffie^
Etat Railways, have aff^cd.*J“at^ three first provided 
during the period, of mobihza munitions to the North, 
for the transporting of men ^ with the Nord
«•= “ "lmed'erïrfh , from the

ensured in ^ British armies. Over
whole, 17,000 train-loads of 

and ammunition were

hostilities French railways 
the im-

Railway Line,
West of France, also those of 
these lines, considered as a 
troops and 250 of siege arUMery
carried between August 5th anc 2 ’ 9 h front was

During the succeeding mon,hS’ Z Too 000 men were 
being extended towards the - ; oler ’228 kilometres
transported in more than 6,000 ™ L was changed
of line. Later on the ^ f operations in hand,
by degrees according to the P lessened. They
though their importance was No)-th, into Italy, or
had to carry to the trenches . „rmies at Salonika,
to the ports available for supplying the amues
reinforcements, foodstuffs and Lund-
to the interior of the country f<>
ed, repatriated persons and German p

Chamber of Commerce,issued by the Paris♦Bulletin 
June, 1918.
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