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1111, apirit nn r.epc'rfoctedl, would ént or int overy dcpnrtment of Clîri.dian life,
~n o'op el cncloriso enchi congregntion 'vthin the general iotuFe-

lhold of £<ilil, for, Mlhnt theo fiâmiIy is to the w lion, fthe congregation is fo the
<'I,îrreh univortitl. \%Vo k-tnv tlint the virtue of tJio £irmily constitufos tUic irtue
nlcn of the nation, %o ln liko ninnner, tho virtue of tho congregation là reflccted
in the elcharacter of tholi unitcd Churcli. Whlxro tho homio spirit and nifoctions
aro baot .6nlnng a penplo, i>rr nationnlity nid patriotism w 111 eoon dinarxpear.
ht i-ý thc'uhoo feelings %vhich inspire pntriotism and mnka a PoopIo fu.uit
f hèy hanvè sothingtrorthi Iffendiiig and chcerieliing. The niost, F.qmous cry of
invadedsi nationsi lias bée'nt IlOur luearthsg and homes" ; and the defonce of those
lins frequéntly sot nn firo thxe noblest ptissions of hîîmun naturo. Luoa of home
rnweor dcntroyg pntriotism, on thé contrnry, it croates and strengthens if. Just

oshhit bo %vith flhe congregation. Moen the affection and spfiht pciulinr to
it hoeomem dé:td or lost, in the same proportie'n will its cxtholicity disappear.
Thlo intimno-y of congrogationnni fellowship, or the purity and forvour of congre-

gatinal lové, wiIl noer dinxinitth the Alucèrity or the vigour of the, individuat
Clî1rinn or of the unitod congrrégration in the prosecution of large Christian
iman or in the exèreiqe of ivider Christian affections. Thae coligregation is ini

dtedi thé nursmry of li Christin virtue. It is in it that for the mhost part, the graces
of the Spirit finci their duo exorcise and devclopment; and by incrcasing and
gtrengthieningr these grnces, wvo do flot contract the Chrlatian heart, but rather fit
it Mo to cXpaud ifs ganctified affections as to cuibrace the wholo commonwealt'h of
Saints, and the, whole work of Christinnity. This 18 ii Laiw of Nature. \Ve seo
it illustrn'ted in tho Crcation of the Sun, in which God conceutrated the light
,whichi ho had alréady mndo, flot cortjtlnly thxat by tlîis mens the light should,
ho confined within narrover limits than before, but that on the contrary it
inighit exert, a greater influence in the sphiere of Heaven, and shine with greater

niver upon the revolving *planef s. So likewise, neither 18 the vitality of our
ily members hind ercd by the concentration of our life ln the fountain of tho

Jeart. So neither ivili it; be fouud in humax exVerience that the concentration
of Uic affections in the immediate circles of Christian lufe hinders their expan-
sion toward those Cliristian objects ivixicli ara more remote. The loving of
God ivith ail the beart, mind, and strength, lias never hindered any mnan from loy-
ing bis nieighbours as himself, but on the contrxtry, those who love God best and
inost. have always had the most and the besti love ta sparo for their fchbows.
The saine thing applies te al thîings good and holy vith which wve cerne into
personal contact. The givingr to themn the affection iwhich they uiay justly
claim, does uot diminisli, but rather enlarges, the fountain of love. Love
developes itself frein the centre outwards and admits of nxo ellipse. On ibis
principal it were iveil to cherisli the "lExprit de Corps" of the Chiristian
congregratioit, and to, encourage by every ineans lu our power an enthusiasm,
for its wvelfare and a sincere devoteduesa, to is divine work of converting sinners
and edifying saints.

Under the dominion of tîxis spirit, persoual jealousies and anirnosities
would soon disappear, and ail would seek only to prov9lre one anotlier to
love and good îvorks9. When this "lEsp.rit de Corps "* shail prevxil, the
strength of a cougregation, aud consequently of au entire churcli, shall no
lounger to any extent be expended upon itself, but as from. a strong and
heaithy heart, the pulsations of its vigorous life wiII ever send forth sympathy
aud aid to, ail the members of the bodv, and to the worMd nt large. The
prevaleuce of this spirit of brotherhood wo0uld further arrest the disintegrating
processes which selfish affièCtionis aud sectional, errors are ever introducing into
the Christian Chureh, and by which the IlUnity of the spirit lu the bond of
peace"l la frequently reduced to atoms. There would then be social strength,


