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NO Mmore important or responsible duty devolves
anq r‘e‘DOrl 2 mining engineer than that of examining
bectiy Porting on mines or mining propertices for pros-
€ purchasers, who must perforce trust entirely

to his skill, experience, care and
NGINEERS honesty for guidance and prolec-
Miy AND tion: Before therefore a mining
E REPORTING. engineer is engaged to undertake

0 sav work of this nature it is needless
(‘ised}~that the. greatest caution should be exer-
hig} N ascertaining that he is a man of not only
kno VIDI‘Ofcssmnal standing. but also has spccial
Wledge and acquaintance of the particular class
Mining enterprise which is to be examined and

MININ(‘, E

Consj(e . . .

gsl‘lﬁrt(l. That this very obvious and nccessary
I Caution g frequently  disregarded there can be
ltﬂed - >

Oubt; for, speaking generally, many of the dis-
ting and in some cases disastrous mistakes
ave been made by English mining companics
h(‘vetrrat”’g in Dritish Columbia may unquestionably
Tordced to the fact that engincers have heen selected
of r?{iith(n}gh possibly well versed in the conditions
Clge g in other countries, have no special knowl-
caq Or experience of the gold-copper and silver-
i SMelting ores or of the hvdraulic gravel mines
for ef;tlsh Columbia. Many instances in point, such,
Falm ample, as the unfortunate fiasco of the Galera
Ao fould without difficulty be cited. o

14 c‘;a“\\'hﬂc a case, i't is truc, of somewhat dissimi-
der (isztt:l’. vet bearing directly on the subject un-
n Qomfh‘ss.lon has lately been brought to our notice
aulic tction with a recent report upon certain hy-
Made b\’?“{“ﬂg properties in the Omenica District
A v Mr. Tdgar P. Rathbone, M. Inst. MM..
I“St. C.E.. M.T.. Mcch.E., late Inspector of
to the Transvaal Government in the Witwater-

fields.

ay be remarked in passing that this same Mr.
One, as the result of a “flving trip” through
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¢ Poin

B “nes
sl'and

Rathg]

Canada during the summer of 187 delivered at the
Royal Colonial Institute a lecture upon “The Gold-
ficlds of Ontario and DRritish Columbia,” which, a'-
though commended by some of the Iinglish news-
papers, was justly and severely criticized for its inac-
curacy by the Canadian press.

Tt appears that in the month of November. 187, a
London syndicate, promoted by Sir Fllis Ashmead-
Dartlett, ML and others, and called the North West-
ern Pioneers, Limited, acquired options upon certain
properties in British Columbia, including those «f
the Omenica Consolidated Hydraulic Mining Com-
pany, Limited, consisting of seventeen partially de-
veloped hydraulic zold mining claims, cach of cighty
acres in Omenica District. This option was granted
by the vendor company without cash payvment upn
the sole condition  that within a period of eight
months from date the London company should have
the properties examined by a competent engineer, and
if his report proved favourable, should purchase the
ground at a price thereupon agreed. In the follow-
ing spring the North Western Pioneers, Limited, to
carrv out this agreement engaged the services in
England of Mr. Rathbone, who undertook to report
on these hydraulic, as well as copper-gold and silver-
lead, properties in British Columbia. Mr. Rathbone
arrived in Omenica on the 12th June and less than
ten days sufficed him to examine and test the groun‘
(some 1,360 acres in extent) he had come so far to
sce.  On the 24th June the return journcy was com-
menced, and cabling from Ashcroft to the London
Board of Directors that he could not recommend the
purchase of the properties, Mr. Rathbone advised
them to await his “detailed” report, then in course of
preparation. Tt is with this so-called “dctailed” re-
port we now propose to deal, and we are free to con-
fces that as a report by a properly qualified enginecr
upon a hydraulic gravel mining property it is truly
a most remarkable production,

The report comprises some fourteen pages of type-
written foolscap, ten of which at least are devoted tc
such matters as Mr. Rathbone’s adventures en rou‘e:
a geological description of the country betwcen
Onesnelle and Manson, which might very casily have
been taken bodily from the Dominion Geological
Survey Report—a by no means accurate history of
the Omenica District, and a very mislcading state-
ment of the conditions affecting transportation and
labour in that district. With regard to the question
of transportation Mr. Rathbone makes the astound-
ing statement that from Achcroft to Quesnelle
“goods can only be transported during the summer
months; that is, the season commences somewhere
about May and ends in October.”

It is hardly necessary for us to point out that the
most favourable period of the vear for the transport
of supplies over this route is during the winter sea-
son, when advantage is taken of the snow for sleighing.

Further, Mr. Rathbone proceeds to state that “as
there is no means of communicating with the outside



