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No More important or responsible duty devolves
uPon a mining engineer than that of examiuning

ect'rePortin]g on mines or mining properties for pros-
Ve purchasers, who nmust perforce trust entirely

to his skill, experience, care and
ENGINEERS honesty for guidance and proec-

^NI tion. Uefore therefore a mining
REPORING. engineer is engaged to undertake

tsa work of this nature it is needles
that the greatest caution should be exer-
1in ascertaining tlat hie is a nman of not only

professionial standing, but also las special
""ledge and acquaintalce of the particuilar class

ef flig enterprise which is to be examîîined an:I
orsidered. That tis very obvions and necessar\
lcaution is frequently d'isregarded there cau be

a edoulbt; for, speaking generally, nanv of the (lis-
tItomting and in some cases disastrous instake;

h ave been made by Enlivsh iing companies
cperatîîg-EgihmnigcIlaiu

> tracul in British Colunbia may uinqiuestionably
ed to the fact that engineers have been selected

0f 'although possibly well versed in the conditions
e ling in other countries, have no special knoiwl-

le eor experience of the gold-copper and silver-
c rieltin g ores or of the hydraulic gravel mines
for Columbia. Many instances in point, such,
Sexame, as the uînfortimate fiasco of the Galena

colld without difficulty be cited.
1ar eaiwhile a case, it is true, of soiewhbat dissimi-

eraracter, yet bearing directlv on the subject un-lier discu1s11'
s in has latelv been brought to our notice

dronnection with a ricent report upon certain li-
a liii g properties il the Omluenica District

A~ e bydMr. Edgar P. Rathbone, M. Inst. MM.,
-iqilnst. C.E., M.I.. MeclE., late linspector of

'rane to thle Transvaal Goverinent iii the Witwater-
I ad Goldfields.
It ab' be remiarked in passii that this saie lr.
thbone as the result of a " flying trip" through
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C'anada dlring the sumier of 1897 delivered at the
Roy>val Cokiial Institute a lecture upon "The Gold-
fields of Ontario and ltritish Coluibia," which, a1 -
though coiiiiended lby som1e of the English niew s
ipaers, was Justly and severely criticized for its inac
cuiracy by the Canadian press.

It appears that in the month (f November. 18rn7, a
Lonlon synlhcate, proioted bv Sir Ellis Ashmea-
1'.artlett, M.P., and others, and called the North Vet-
crn Pioneers, Liited, acquired options upon certain
properties iii iB'ritisl Columbia, including tiose < f
the Onenica Coniso lidated IHydraulic Mining Con-
pany, Limiiited, consisting of seventeen partially de-
veloped ivdraulic gold ining clains, each of <ighty
acres in Omenica District. This option was granted
)v the veldor company withouit cash paymient up n
he sole condition that within a period (f eight
mîonths from date the London companv soulld have
the properties examined bv a competent engineer, and
if his report proved favourable, should purchase the
ground at a price thereupon agreed. In the follow-
iig spring the North Western Pioneers, Linited, to
carry out this agreement engaged the services in
England of MVIr. Ratlhbone, who unîdertook to report
on these ldraulic, as well as copper-gold and silver-
lead, properties in British Columbia. M\Ir. Rathbone
arrived in Onienica on the 12th June and less than
ten davs suffliced hin to examine and test the grounl
(some 1,360 acres in extent) le had cone so far to
sec. O)n the 24th June the return journcv vas com-
inenced, and cabling froi Aslcroft to the London
Board of Directors that le could not recoimnend the
purchase of the properties, Mr. Rathbone advised
them to await his "d<etailed" report, then in course of
preparation. It is with this so-called "detailed" re-
port we now propose to deal, and we are free to con-
fcss that as a report bv a properly qualified engineer
upon a hydraulic gravel mining property it is truly
a most remîarkable production.

The report comprises some fourteen pages of type-
n\ritten foolscap, ten of wlich at least are devoted tc
such natters as Mr. Rathbone's adventures en rou'e:
a geo)gical description of the countrv betw<en
(Qiesnelle and Manson, which might very easily lav2
been takei bodilv fron the Dominion G-eological
Survey Report-a by no means accurate historv of
the Oimenica District, and a very misleading state-
ient of the conditions affecting transportation and
labour iii tlhat district. With regard to the question
of transportation Mr. Rathbone iakes the astound-
ing stateiment that fron Ashcroft to Ouesnelle
"goods can only be transported during thiesummer
montLs; that is, the season commences soimewIere
about \'fav an(d ends iii OctoLer."

It is lardlyl necessary for us to point out that the
most favourahle period of the year for the transport
of supplies over this route is during the winter sea-
son, when advantage is taken of the snow for sleighing.

Further, Mr. Rathbone proceeds to state that "as
there is no neans of comnmunicating with the outside


