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THE CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

i INFLUENCE OF THE MOON,

The believers in the Moon's influence are quite
numerous in Canada, and no doubt some of our read-
ershold the same faith We have Lknown farmers
put themselves to cousiderable ir.convenience in or-
der to avail themselves of this supposed influence.
It may be worth their while to read the following,

which we find in that excellent journal, the Maine
Farmer :—

TME For FELLING T13BER.—Au opinion is gene-
1ally centertained in Now Eugland, and especially in
Maine. that timber should be felled only on the de-
cline of the moon, fur ifit be cut down during the
increase it will not be of good guality. This idea
prevailsin many counfries. Itis believed in Eng-
land, and made the ground of legislation in France
—the laws of the latter country probibiting the cut-
ting of timber on the increase of the moon. The peo-
ple of South America adopt the same ¢-eed, and the
?erzﬁmus have the most implicit counfidence in its
ruth.

According fo tome explainers of the supporition,
tke sap ascends much meore swiftly during the de-
crease of the moon, and they infer, thereiore, that
timber wh-ch is fellcd in the first or second quarter
of the moon, when the pores are more filled with sap,
will be +pongy and more liable to attack by worms;
that it will warp and split by exposure to very slisht
variations of temperature ; but, on the contrary, tim-
per felled in the third or fourth quarters, when tke
sap ascends with diminished force, will be more dense
and durable, and fitter for the purposes of structure.

I think it would be hard to imagine, in the whole
range of nature, a physical relation more extraordi-
nary, uoaccountable, and reasonable than this sippo
sed correspondence between the mevemest of the sap
and the pbases of theeoon. Most asturedly, theory
affords not the slightest countenance to such supposi-
tion, and on the face of it, it is inconsisteat with it-
gelf ; but let us enquire as to the fact. whether it bere-
ally the case that the quality of timber depends up
on the state of the moon at the time it isfelled.

The celebrated French agriculturist, Monceau,
made direct experiments for the purpese of testing
this question, aud clearly, fairly, and conclusively
showed that the qualities of timber felled in
different parts of the lunar mon'h are the same. Ie
experimented with a gieat many trees of the same
age, and never found any difference in the quality
of the timber, when he compared those which were
in the decline of the moon with those wbhich were
felled dwiog its increase; both afforded timber of
the same quality. Otber distinguished men bave ex
perimented with the sawe resuits.

Surrosed LuNAR INFLUENGES ON VEGETABLES —
It is a waxim. ¢verywhere, among gardeners, that
cabbages and lettuce which are desired to shoot
forth early, flowers which are to be double. and trecs
which it is degired should produce carly ripe fruit,
should severally be sown, plan‘ed, and pruned du-
ring the decrease of the moou ; and tuat, ou the con-
trary, trees which are expected to grow with vigor
should be sown, planted, gratted. and pruncd dur: g
the increase of the moou.  These opiniens are total
1y erroncons. The increase or degrcn @ of the meon
has po appreciable ioflnence upon ve.etation, for
the experiments aud observations of celebrated agri-
culturists have proved whis beyond a d-ubt.

Saner has attempted to assign the reason for this

imaginary effect. During the day, he says, the sun’s
heat augm ents the juantity of sap which circulates
in plants, by increasing the maguitude of the tubes
through which the sap moves ; while the cold ot the
night produces the opprsite effect, by contracting
those tubes. Now, at the moment of sunset, ifthe
moon be increasing, it will be above the horizon, and
the warmth of its light would prolong the circulation
of the sap; but. during its decline, it will not rise
for a considerable time after sunset, and the plants
will be suddenly exposed to the numitigated cold of
the night, by which a sudden contraction of leaves
and tubes will be produced, and the circulstion of
the sap suddcnly obstructed.

If we admit the moon’s rays to possess any sensi-
ble beating power, this reasoning might be allowed,
but it will have very little force when it is counsider-
ed that the extreme change of temperature which ean
be produced by the lunar light does not amount to
the thousandth part of a degree. An old author,
who believes all these absurd swyings, presciibes
that beans be planted on the full moon avrd peas on
the new, and it is easy to find sensible peo,le who
are eager to believe, without proof, that the moon,
at the distance of 240.000 miles, acls advantegeous'y
upon the vegetation of beans, in one position, and ia
the opposite position, and at the sawe distance, she
acts propitiously oun peas. What a robuss faith such
people must have!

SurPosED INFLUENCE oN PuTREFACTIOY. Some clar-
sic authors have transmitted to usa maxim that the
light of the moon facilitates the putrefaction of api-
mal substanees, and covers them with moisture The
same opinion prevails everywhere. An impression
is prevalent, also, that certain kinds of fish, oxposed
to moonlight. lose their flavor, and become« roft and
flabby ; and that if a wounded horse be exposed to
the light of the mooun, during the night, the wound
will become irritated and incurable.

Such effeets, if real, may be explained upon the
same principles as those by which we have already
explaived the effecls attributed to the ¢ red moon.”
Aunimal substanc: s exposed to a clear sky. at night,
are liabl: to receive a quantity of dew, which moist-
ure bas & iendency to forward putrefaction. Bus
the same effect will be prodaced, if tuesky be
clear, whether the moon be above or below the bori-
zon. Themoon is only a witness of the fact, not
the cause, and should be acquitted of the evil deeds
charged against her.

Supros:p InvLurNCEs oX SHELL Fisi.—The anci-
ents supposed that oysters, clams, and other shell
fish, became larger during its decrease. The poets
Lucilius avd Gallius believed it to beo fact. This
matter has heen carcefully examioed into by Robhault,
who cemp :cd sheli fish taken at all per ods of the
moou’s decrease and iocrease, and durit g a prried
of twenty years, and found that they always exhibi-
ted the same quality.

SurrosED INFIUENCES IN SLAUGHTERING CATTLE
AND Swing—One can hardly find a person but thinks
the moon respon-ible for the quality, good or had. of
heef aud pork. We are told that. if the animal is
illed on the moon’s decrcase, the meat will shrink
very much in cioking. but if killed on the increase,
the meat will “swellin the pot ¥ They do ot pre-
iend to explain this wounderful phenomeoson. but
simply say “ it is s0.” This pie e of fully was prove.
ed to be ridiculous more than @ hundred years ago.
We are told, also, that animals butebered on the n-
creaseare much longer dying than when bulchered
on the decrease. Tho writer has seen this notion



