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THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

apy thing of that kind.”” ¢ Yaet, faet!”
said the gentlman. And ¢ Fact, fact!”’
repeated Thomas Gradgrind. ¢ You
are to be inall things regulated and gov-
erned,” said the gentleman, ¢ by fact.
‘We hope to have, before long, & board
of fact, composed of commissioners of
fact, who will force the penple to to be
a people of fact, and of nothing but fact.
You must discard the word Faney alto-
gether. You have nothing tv do with
it. You are not to have, in any object
of use or ornament, that would be a con-
tradiction in fact. You don’t walk upon
flowers in faet; you cannot be allowed
to walk upon fowers in carpets. You
don’t find that foreign birds and butter-
flies come and perch upon your crock-
ery; you cannot be permitted to paing
foreign birds und butterflies upon your
crockery. You never meet with quad-
rupeds represented upon walls. ¢ You

must use,’” said this gentleman of facts,
¢- you must use for all these purposes,
combinations and modifications (in pri-
mary colours) of mathematical figures
which are susceptible of proof and de-
monstration. This 18 the newr discovery.
This is fact. This is taste.”” The girl
curtseyed, and sat down. She was very
young, and she looked as if she wus
frightened by the matter-of-fact prospect
the world afforded.”

¢ This picture of education,” says
Mr Stark, ¢ somewhot esaggerated
though it be, and presenting 2 more lu-
dierous side than we usually find n re-
ality, has unhappily but too much of
trath. Tt may be Fiction, but it is
founded on Fact. 'That kind of teaching
which is eontented with cramwming the
young mind withready-made knowledge,
is far from uncommen.”

SCHOOL TRUSTELES.

TaE duties of this important class of
parish school officers have generally va-
ried at every new phase our school laws
have assumed, which, along with the
onerous charaeter of the duties imposed,
and the want of remuneration, have
rendered the office of parish school trus-
tees o mere nominal part of our school
mwachinery.

‘The duties of trustees have in a gene-
ral way extended to the division of their
respective parishes mto school distriets ;
agree with the inhabitants in the em-
ployment of teachers; dismiss teachers
for incapacity or immoral conduct ; ad-
mit 3 limited number of poor scholars
into each school ; call public meetings
where the people are desirous of adopt-
ing the assessment principle; and they
are also required to visit the schools in
their several parishes, by some laws
twies, but more generally four times a
yeor.

The power and dutics of trustees of
common schools in Canada West, differs
from the powers coneeded to trustees in
the lower colonies. In this seetion of
Canada the trusteesarea body corporate
in their respective localities, and ave in-
vested with the ownership and control
of the school premises; have to provide
apperatus and text-books, employ teach-
ers, fix the amount of teacher’s remune-

ration, determine the number and kinds
of schouls with the necessary amount of
expenses, call public meetings when re-
quired, maxm%e the assessment principle,
and see that the seliools in their several
}omlities are conducted aceording to
aw.

In the lower colonies the gereral eom-
plaint has been that trustees seldom do
their duty ; on the other hand, trustees
say that the duties are too burthensome
to be done in a satisfactory manner with-
out some remuneration. It is certainly
strange while so many laws have been
enacted by the legislaturas of these col-
onies, that no provision has been made
for the payment of trustees, who are the
most 1mportant class of offieers connected
with our parish sehool wachinery.—
Whenever a ehange in the laws takes
place, large sums have been bestowed
upon superintendents, inspectors, and
elerks, for doing eomparatively nothing
towards the advancement of education.
The publie have praetically come to the
conclusion to ** let these who receive the
fees do the work.” Under sueh a line
of procedure, however, it is fully evident
that our common schools will not assume
that standard of usefulness so much de-
gired by every well-wisher to the spread
of education.

In new and sparcely peopled countrics



