
acquiruii hy long expta-iciico hiisoil on ol)sorvation, of forging the

inisHini,' links in tho clmin of cvidfuci'. You rcnicniber Voltaire's

story of ln»\v Xiulig was cnabltMl to give an accurate; (leacription of

the (|U('t'n's strayc*! siiaiiit^l and of the runaway steed of the king,

without ever having seen eitliei- of these animals, but l»y oVmerving

the ciiaracter of their footpiints, and the niai'ks they or their trappings

had left on the trees and stones of the path hy which they had made
their escape. In many instances this is the method hy which the

diagnostician arrives at his conclusions—the "mtthod of Zadig," or in

more modtu'n phraseology, the method of Sherlock Holmes.

There is anotluM* aspect to an hospital training— its humanizing in-

fluence. It is not possible that two or more years spent in rlaily

association with the sick and the injured sh(nild not have some

influence foi- good on your character, and develop in you, at least, the

quality of iiu'rcy which is not strained. There are foibles to be

overlookefl and idiosyncrasies to be understood and respected ; t^'M-e

are sullen patients and gai-rulous ones, melancholic patients and cheer-

ful ones, and tearful ones—most trying of all—to each and all of whom
you mu.st aeconnnodate yourselves. Kinilness, gentleness and cour-

tesy—with firmness in the background for emergencies—are never

out of place, and should be meted out in the same measure to No. 15,

Ward X., as to Mr. Dividends of Capital street.

I need hardly insist on the importance of faithful attendance

in the various laboratories—university and hospital—including the

dissecting-room. The hope and the promise of the medicine of the

future lie in the extension of laboratory teaching, not only from the

educationist's point of view, but from the stand point of the diagnos-

tician and the therapeutist. The discovery of the diphtheria antitoxin

is still fresh in our minds—a discovery, it cannot be too often re-

peated, entirely the product of the bacteriological laboratory. Again,

in all the clinical laboratories of the great medical centres of the

world, investigations are being carried on which are yearly adding to

the more intimate knowledge of disease, and more or less directly to

further advances in therapeutics. Notably of quite recent interest is

the discovery by Widal, that in the action of human blood serum on

cultures of the bacillus of typhoid fever, we possess a reliable means

of (establishing or denying the presence of that disease in the indivi-

dual from v'hom the sei'um has been obtained,—a most valuable

addition to the hitherto accepted criteria in obscure cases.

From the purely educational point of view a thoi'ough training

in laboi'atory work is not less to be recommended. For a clear

expim oi this aspect of the question, and of the value of the ex-


