
PREFACE.

THE different varieties of the hunian species afford inter>esting objects of contemplation, .ot eiy te the naturaîist/but tp the metaphysician, and to theoChdstian philant o-pist. Notices of the various families of uncivilized en,especially of those merging from that state, may b of special iin-terest*, y exhibitions of this kind, e humancharcter is uefoldea ; ian is seen, not only nd.er the et-fets off uman culture, and olished refine ent, but as thecbild 'Of nature.
lrthe folowing pages, perhaps, th young may findentertaihment, and receive some uis ful and instructivehints; thenatural curiosity of the enquirer may be satis-ied; and the necessity of missionary exertioins may ap-pear to be eCviden. But one of my principàl objects is tosnhow t the Chrietian philantropist that bis benevolenceis net employed in- vain,-and te prompt hitn te renewedexertion.. This, I trust, -he may see fairly illustrated, bythe contrtof theformer and present conditions of theNorth merican Indians--which s attempted in these

There are varieus personswhe have taken barely abird's -eye view-a passing g lance of these people, who.have \presumed dogmaticaily to.state various things co hcerning them, which cannot be supported by te idenceoffacts. Noti itstanwingthe acknowledged ability ofthosewriters, it cannot be expected that'they should ar-rive at accuracy, principally from the want of oPportunityto give correct information.- i regret that in these investi-gations I have to confradict some of their satementseg the readerto consider that I write from perconinuus obsrvton- d rom pesonal andcontinuous observation; and my observations have beenmade not barely on one isolated o or on one solitarytribe, but from an acquaintance with .veral. First, f
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