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Tde different varieties of the human species afford inter~ I

esting objects of contemplation, ‘not only to the naturalist,
but to the metaphysician, and to the Chuistian philanthyg- -
pist. Notices of the variogs families of uncivilize en,

especially o'f'thosev merging from that state, may he’of spe- .
. cial interest, By exhibitions ‘of this kind,

chardcter is unfolded ;man is seen, not only yider the ef-

+ fects of human culture, and polished refine ent, but as the

child of nature. \

In the [01>Iowing pages, perhaps, th young may find °
entertainment, and recejve some “useful and instructive

hints ; the natural curiosity of the énquirer may be satis-
fied ; and the.necessity of missionary exertions may ap-

pear to be evident. But one of my principal objects is to -
_show to the Christian philantropist that his benevolence -
* is not employed in- vain, -and to prempt hifa to renewed

exertion. This, I trust, -he may see fairly illustrated, by
the contrast of the former and present conditions of the
North American Indians—which is. attempted in these
pages. . L o

) .;* There ?‘",? various persons, who have taken barely a
i bitd’s eye view—a passing glance of these people, who.

have\presnmed 'dogmaﬁcally tostale various things con~ -
' cerning them, which cannot be supported by the evidence

of facts. Notwithstanding the acknowledged ability of-
those writers, it cannot be expected that they should ar-
tive at accuracy, principally from the Want'of'opportunity
to give correct information.. 1 regret that in these investi-
gations I have to coutradict some of their‘staiements; but
Ibeg the reader.to consider that I write from personal and
continuous observation 5 and/my observalions ' have been
made not barely on one isolated Spot, or on one solitary
tribe, but ﬁ-om((an acquaintance with several, - Fimst, 1
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