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traders and missionaries who brought the first tidings of the Gospel to the natives of

New France. It was traversed by the red man when he first in peace bartered the

products of the chase with the whites at Montreal; also, when he stole stealthily upon

them to dye his tomahawk in their blood. This was the route pursued by the coureiin

du bois, as they went to and from their far-off haunts for game, and many decades

later the Ottawa bore the canoes^of the Nor' Westers, and returned them with ri( !;

cargoes of peltries.

Tiie earliest event with which the Ottawa is associated, which we find mentioned ,;,

Canadian history, is its ascent by Champlain, in 1613, on a wild goose chase, tc

discover the North Sea. A person named Vigneau had accompanied him on several

visits to the Indians, and spent a winter among them. He reported that the river,

the Algonquins (the Oitawa) issued from a bke connected with the North Sea ; tl.,.

he had visited the shores of this sea, and there witnessed the wreck of an Enghbl

vessel. The crew—eighty in number—had reached the ohore, where the inhabitan;s

had killed and scalped tliem all except a boy, whom tliey offered to give up to him,

with other ruphies of their victory. Champlain had this declaration made in writ'

ing, and signed before two notaries, at the same time warning Vigneau that if it wiri|

false, he would be liable to punishment by death. Vigneau adhered to his statements,]

and Champlain, having learned that some English vessels had been wrecked on lbs

coast of Labrador, no longer doubted, and j^repared to depart for die North ;o

explore that section of the country.

With two canoes containing four Frenchmen—including Vigneau—and one Indiu

he proceeded up the 0;tawa, during which voyage he experienced severe hardshi]

and encountered many difficulties. Owing to frequent rapids and cata'acts, thei

were obliged, often, to carry their canoes and stores overland, and so:netimes tlii

was impossible, on account of the dense forests and undergrowth. The latter diffii

culty was overcome only by dragging their boats through the rapid current, wherj

their lives were in constant jeopardy. .Another danger, also, continually menaced

them,— that of meeting wandering bands of Iroquois, to whose ferocity they wou'i|

doubtless have lallen victims. At last they were obliged to abandon their corn aiiij

trust entirely to their success in hunting and fishing for provisions.

They finally reached the habitations of Tessonat, a friendly chief, wliusj

country was eight days journey from that of the Nipissings, whce the sliipwreck w;

said to have occurred. Ife received them cou'teously ; but in a council v.hicn wi

hfcld later, he prom!:>ed, only on the most earnest entreaty, to comply with Char

plain's requc'Jt for an escort of four canoes. Findmg the India.is still reluctant

fulfill this promise and averse to accompany him, he demanded another meeting,

which he reproached them with their iiUcnded breach of faith ; and to convince tiiei

that the fears which they expressed were groundless, referred to the fact of Vigneaj

having spent some time among the Nipissings.

Vigneau being then called on to state whether i^uch was the case, after sor

hesitation and evid»;nt reluctance replied in tlie affirmative. The chief immedi.
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