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They that have wrought the end unsought
Be neither saint’ nor sage,.
But men who merelx did the work
For which they drew the wage.
: —Kipling.

HE finding of the British tramp
steamer Salamander . of 2,250
tons burden, in the Genkai sea,

chock full of war munitions, veneered
with thinly spread Welsh' eoal trimmed
to hids Canet,-Crensot and Krupp
,cannon, cordite, melanite and a “sub-
imarine vessel “built'in sections:at an
+American yard would have been one of
the marine sensations of the year but
for the secretive nature. of. thelittle
/brown naval: officer with* close-cropped
black hair who commanded the gun-
boat Chiyoda, when it picked up‘ the
derelict. . A ai w el aTn . vl

The big frefghte s

the trough muesen:ﬁ
was not any living thiag
. THe story ot;:ﬁg ﬁh%ﬁ“ h
liCeleste is knowai‘in‘évery: shipping port
{of the. Seven -seas, and shipmasters
{have advanced. theory -after ‘theory to
'solve the mysteny of ‘the derelict
schooner. Theyfound her Trolling in
{manner unseamanlike, and those who
went on board were awed by the thing
'they found. The lamps - swinging in
'her cabin were burning, and there was
food on the table, which went to show
I'that the crew had left without finish-
ing its meal. The boats were intact,
‘and the logbook written up; but what
had happened to the crew no ong.has
ever learned, and the tale of the Mary
Celeste is still :/a*mystery. The find-
ing of the. derelict steamer Sciopio,
full of war material and with her
name scraped ftom the stern, off Sandy
Hook, when America was at war with
Spain is another tale that is told; they
found the steamer deserted and not
even a cat on board, and a warship
which  happened upon the derelict
towed her to a naval base. Ultimately
some of her guns, which were shipped
at Antwerp, found their way to cer-
tain converted steam yachts which had
Pecome auxiliary cruisers because of
the war. {

, When the gunboat Chiyoda found the
Salamander ‘drifting in the Genkal sea
the superstitious " Japanese seamen
were awed by the grim silence of the
jron-decked cargo tramp. The boat’s
crew set to investigate found dishes
and partly eaten food on the cabin
table, fire still burning in the  little
stove fastened in' the captain’s room,
the patent log towed astern and sig-
nals fluttering from a halyard- at. the
foremast coded thé vessel’'s name. The
rods of the machinery were not yet
cool, .and wads of waste on the iron
ladders and greasy pilot caps on the
g:a.tlng,s showed ' the engineers had not

ien gone 'long, while the dwindling
fires in the furnace 'and coal newly
“glid from the open bunker dodrs told
©of the recent. presence of firemen. -
Capt. Okino pocketed a letter found
w” ‘__p‘:;, e?,’d a
_erew, for the derelfct, which was
ordered to Sasebo, where many selzed
blockade runners lay- fn ‘the ‘roadstead.

“fThe Chiyoda®had: been doing patrol
duty in the Sea of Japan in the fleet
'pf- Kamimura, and one day a wireless
message was received, as a result of
wvhich the Chivoda detached herself
from the squadron.  On his charts
'Capt. Okino marked a date and stuck
; little flag to mark 36 N. 137 E., and

urried to that place to wait. Two
days later he found the Salamander
floating derelict not far from 36 N.
237 E. \

When Lieut. Yamaguchi took the
¥reighter to Sasebo he carried a report
from Capt. Okino for the admiralty,
in which Capt. Okino reported:

"“On August 3rd, while cruising in
he Genkai sea, the British steamer

lamander, with contraband on board,
jwvas sighted and Lieut. Yamaguchi
pent on board. We: found no living
person on board, and two beats were
missing. Remains of unfinished meal
_pn table showed crew must have aban-
doned vessel most suddenly. Search
throughout failed to show any sign of
fe, and examination failed to indi-

te any accident had taken place.
Bteamer for some reason was deserted.
Owing to contraband found. on board,
laced Prize crew on steamer and or-
ered her go Sasebo.”

_ A few days later Lloyd's agent at

‘obe cabled that the steamer Sala-
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mander, of Gosport, had been seized by
the gunboat Chiyoda while attempting
to ‘run the blockade with a cargo of
coal-from Cardiff for Vladivostok. He
secured: his information from the Jap-
anese - government, which gave out
many false reports in those days.
Those that were true were never given
out, for the Japanese value truth too
highly to give-it away. That is why
truth is so scarce in the land.

Soon after.the war began Yamamoto
created a new department in the Jap-
anese admiralty; the foreign steamer-
watching department, he called it.
Japanese consuls,  wheresoever -they
were, were notified. concerning it, and
' the busy agents scattered abm% the
fringe of the world’sfoceans by Lloyds
reported much less than did these en-

|'ergetic. _consuls who served the em-

‘peror in devious ways, though two

‘.| oceans separated many from the field
of pattle.

To the consuls land the for-
elgn steamer-watching department the
watr covered the face of the earth, and
a ‘big sale of steam coal at a British
Golumbia colliery or an unobtrusive
drogher loading a general cargo at a
Millwall dock came equally under their
suspicion with the tramp steamer load-
ing sewing machines in orates whose
weight tried the cargo derricks, or the
torpedo boat being surreptitiously built
at an out-of-the-way shipyard to be
stolen away in the guise of a private
yacht for sale to the czar. Of the
things “they learned while those who
never knew the penetrative ability of
the prying brown men were so unsus-
picious the consuls sent long cables in
lines of figures—the code of Japan was
composed of variations of five figures.
The amount of canned beef shipped by

on the steamer Tacoma from Tacoma
for Vladivostok, with the description
of the steamer’s rig and buil&, and per-
haps the name of the cook in, the gal-
ley, the consignments of explosives
which the freighter loaded at Bremen,
supposedly for Hongkong, and the steel
plates the Nord-Deutcher steamer
loaded ‘at Marseilles, were matters
which were all reported to the foreign
steamer-watching department at Tokio
The hard worked clerks—there were
rows of them at either side of long
tablés in a whitewashed wing of the
big brick block which houses the ad-
miralty—filled book "after book with
statistics, each filed away with won-
derful system, and map after map wae
marked with flags and dates, . while
numerous circulars were sent to the
commanders of .various naval bases
The consuls often succeeded in learn-
ing by which of .tle three inlets .to
the Sea of Japan the contraband car-
riers intended to make thsir way to-
ward Vliadivostok, the fort which lies
on the further shore of the séa which
Japan blocks from 'the great Pacifie
with three passages afferding -portals’
These thifigs were pooridh kept secrete
among mariners- who forgot that the
cable makes all Jands near each other.
Because, of such information the for-
eign steamer-watching department had
issued circulars which told of the
steamers headed fof Soya or Tsuruga
straits, and of these the commanders
of the old Hashidate and the third class
cruiser " Atagi, which stood sentinel at
the narrow passageways at the morth,
were well informed.: After a few seiz-
ures by these vessels, which never left
their depots, the blockade runners. all
essayed the passage of the Tsuchima
straits, and some reached Vladivostok.
Of those which tried the northern
channels, none escaped seizure expect
two, and these wege wrecked. How
well the foreign steamer-watching de-
partment did its work, the world, which
never heard of the department, knows
full well; Lloyds’ agency knows better,
for the loss of several millions of
pounds sterling in war risks has burned
the thing into its memory.

long code cable of the usual seemingly
meaningless rows. of English numerals,
in which the department, in common
with others, coded. its messages, was
received from Hongkong, and Admiral
Yamomoto, the minister, instructed
Admiral Kamimura accordingly. The
little Chiyoda was detached from the
Kure naval yard, where she was being
repeired, and sent to sea with orders
to rendezvous at a certain place.

The foreign office, when it heard of
the consul’s message some months aft-
erward in an official report, made
memorandum to promote Consul Nomi
of Hongkong; and no one thought of
Kiku San, the singing girl, least of all
Nomi and the foreign office. >

. At Nagasaki I met Capt. Hecker. He
was sitting in the bar of the Zum
Schwarzen Adler on Oura, and he was
If you knew Nagasaki you
would know Ouro, for it obtrudes it-
self from the little bridge near. which
the sampans crowd so  thickly “to the
bridge at the head of the canal where
it ‘winds - backs into the .native city.
Oura is the street of all nations, and
the street in the centire of which is the
junk-filled canal, lined with barrooms
of all kinds. Grisettes of uncertain
age;, with faces marked by lines that
tell their own tale, sit before the bar-
rooms, inviting all who pass to come
in and have a glass of beer. - I remem-
ber an olive-skinned woman, with the
dark. hair and. lustrous black. eyes of
Italy, who beckoned to me from the
door of the Il Garibaldi, which I noted
on. the reverse side of the signboard
was also the Zum Schwarzen Adler,
and later I also noted that it was also
the Maison Yves Huon and fhe Army
and Navy saloon; this I learned by the
reading of another signboard. . °
“Come inside. Rest awhile.. Have
some iced beer. I Kkeep- the best—
American, not Japanese,” she said in
English. ‘
They are quick to judge the natlon-
ality of the wayfarer, these men and
women who keep the barrooms of
Nagasaki. Russian or Saxon, Swede or
Briton, French or Belge, it is-all one
to them. They invite in any /tongue—
and take what money they can from
the wayfarer. How obvious all this is;
how clear the idea of “walk into my
parlor.” Yet~the sailors of all those

the ports of seven seas go in for the
“joe cold beer” and wake up later with

‘| their minds hazy and their money gone,

without friends, and their late boats
show a most unkind hurry to be.rid. of
them. The places are all the :same
ﬁ'gm ‘one point of view; the bar with
its array of bottles, mostly containing

.{beer, and linen-covgred tables scat-
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“Captain Hecker and the Contraband”
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the Libbies or Armours for shipment

One day in the summer of 1904 a'

ships which come to Nagasaki from’

terred about a sawd{st-covered floor,
with rough made chairs set about—all
are reminiscent of a sdilor's boarding
house. Behind the bar of each a
grisette of uncertain age smiles a tired
smile, and a man wearing white driil
trousers and singlet, who repeats that
“he used to be in the service” acts
as waiter and also as “chucker-out”
when the guest’s funds are low and he
has become more noisy than is desir-
able, even in these places where the
noise .of  ribald songs nightly drown
the tin-canny notes of ancient pianos.
In the corner behind the piano at the
Zum Schwarzen Adler I found Capt..
Hecker fast asleep, and woke him, for
I had not seen him for many months.
“Why in sheol can’t you let him
sleep,” muttered the man in the white
drill-trousers..  Evidently I was-in time.
A few midutes later we: were. jolted
away to'a tea-house I knew where the
house boys sent for a blind masseuse
who soon had Hecker in a more. or
less sober condition, and he:told me, of
how he had enriched himself as we re-
clined on the mat floors of “the ‘tea-
house on the hill opposite the mission-
ary hill which holds the palaces of the
poor missionaries. S ¢
“Where did -you get it, Hecker?” I
asked him as soon as hejbegan to_talk
sense. I knew he had éver been im-
pecunious, and the thick roll of notes
1 rescued from the man with drill
trousers needed explanation.
“My bonus,” said Capt.
laconically. i
“Not many months-ago, a week or
two ago, perhaps—times doesn’t mat-
ter, anyhow—i1 was in a Clyde-built
hooker of 2,520 tons, droghing a cargo
of coal and the things it hid” con-
tinued the florid . shipmaster, after a
slight pause.
“Blockade running?” I queried eager-

Hecker,

ly.
“Yes, and no,” he replied. “You let
me tell it, will you?”

I did.

“We put into Hongkong, as all these
vessels did, for we had cleared from
Cardiff -for these,” he went.on, “You
know Hongkong, don’t ‘you?- Rockl
islet the British got in 1843; was a
small fishing village; today . it's got
200,000 or more living there, and they’re
all sorts. Blue haze always there over
fhe Peak, which is/ pretty from the
harbor, with its ribbons of pretty
white houses.  Harber's dlways full of
shipping—fleets ‘of tramps at anchor
in the roadstead and numbers of: stail-
ing eraft, with hundreds and hundreds
of junks, those low-waisted things with
their decks. almost.awash-and high at
bow and stern, and there’s sampans
without number fringing the praya.
The great commercial ‘buildings..and
shipping offices,” mostly white, logk
substantial, and the whole place shouts
of business brought by-oversea car-
riers.” . 5 iy SR
~*Yes; 1 know, «said- I, lmpatiently;
“you, tooks the—what was'Ftheivessel
you. took there?: . - . B3 d i ik
" “She was one. of Hendrick Hendrick-
sen & 'Song’  droghers, and we were
chartéred to agents of the Russian gov-
ernmient, the Bfauids® at Hongkong.
They were a Jew firm, they -‘were,
though they"called themselves Ger-
mans; but I got.even with them, at
that. Now"-it's usual for a man te
get a bonus for rumning a blockade,
isn’t it? I ask it of you as a fair-
minded man. Is any man of sense
going to risk his skin to make big
profits for the owners at tramp steam-
ship wages and captain’s perquisites?
I asked them'a bit bonus of a hundred
quid, and they treated me dirty, those
Braunds. - It'd -been ‘better if they had
given ma the bonus.” :

“Why?” I asked.

“Why?” said Captain Hecker, “just
because, that’s why.”

“What did you . do?” He
seemed disinclined ' to his
story.

“I told them they weren’t Germans—
they claimed to come from Hamburg—
1-told them they were Jews, and Aber-
deen Jews at that. Young Braund
was a smug little beggar—one of those
dude sorts, with-Panama hat and flan-
nel trousers and camelia in his but-
tonhole. He says: ‘We chartered
your vessel, captain, not you, and »it
you don’t want to take her through
to Viadivostok, I guess the mate can.’

“Higgins, who used to be in the old
Hibernia, was mate, and we weren't
good friends, -so I didn’t -want them
to give him the ship. But I was right
about that bonus, though. Mikkensen;
who ran the Rhinesia through with
coal, got a thousand dollars, gold, not
Mex, out of a German firm, and I had
guns,

1 asked.
continue

Welsh coal we trimmed carefully on
top.. ‘Peterson, of the Emma Peabody,
got a-thousand for running a cargo of
beef, and 1 told' young: Braund so.
Tramp steamship ‘waves isn’t . good
enough, I told him.” )

“«Can’t help it he told me; .‘if you
don’t like it there. are other ‘masters;
there’s Smith on the beach here for
losing the Stradthan, and.there’s your
mate. You masters seem to think
yvourselves part of the ship; but you're
not, . You are simply the ownet's ser-
vant, and we deal with the owners.
If you want a bonus go to the own-
ers. ’

“Braund didn’t know it, but I had
been to the owners, and all they gave
me, the skinflints, was a month’s pay;
told me to- get a bonus from ‘the
Braunds, they did. I don’t know how
I kept from punching the younger
Braund; he was an offensive little sea
lawyer. Guess I was pretty mad, and
the blood rushes to my face too much,
when I’'m choleric, so I got out. Went
down Ship street. Maybe you know
Ship street; there’s crowds there, all
kinds—pasty-faced Chinese women in
chairs and rickies, shouting coolies, and
all sorts of women on the verandahs
from which the big lanterns are dang-
ling. ‘Kiku San—she’s Japanese—Ilives
on Ship street, and I went ‘down to
get a. glass of beer and tell her about
things, Guess I must have had a few
drinks before I got to Ship street, or
I don’t suppose I would have told.
Anyhow, she sympathized with' me.
Kiku said the Braunds were too mean
for anything;  why not let them lose
the cargo.

“That would be a good idea.. Why
not let them lose it?”

“And you did?” I asked.

“I'I1 tell you, if you'll wait,” said the
captain, petulantly. *“A Jap dropped
in kind of pasual, and Kiku San said
it was fortunate, for he was the con-
sul.” f
“rll ‘wager she sent a rickdpawman

3

ot yrirerta

ammunition .and ,a submarine
ready to piece together beneath the

. countries of Europe.
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ol The story of a mysterious derelict picked
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up by a Japanese warship in
the Sea of Japan.

J. GORDON "SMITH

to bring him,” I ventured.

“Perhaps she did; but you don’t know

Kiku San. Anyhow, he had a coupla
of bottles of Bags, and before Norfi
left I had a thousand dollars of his
money and a promise of more when we
did it. ;
. “The Braunds were quite excited
when ‘we weighed anchor, ‘and the
sampans stood off, oné carrying them
shorewards. :

“‘Hope you, reach. Vladivostok - all
right,” said young Braund.

“I never said a+word, and when they
were lost in the wildérness of shipping
in the harbor I went in and marked
down 36 N. and 137 E. en my my
charts. In four days we got there, and
just after diixrfe'i‘L\’w'e were too excited
to ‘eat—I 'had’ah old Irisiman come
running up and- shout' that ‘the 'coal
was on fire aft. Ev8ry man on board
knew of the. cordite and melanite and
they didn't néed;: any :urging when I
shouted .al--hands' to the  boats. We
weren't far from -OKki island, anyhow,
amd both boats landed there, and fish-
ermen looked after us.until a naval
launch came’ frony Kure and took. us
to Shimonseki, where some of the crew
shipped on other”vessels and boarding
house masters got the others. Higgins
went home in a Blue Funnel liner,"ahd
I came do to=Nagasaki with fiv
thousand in my :pockets. g

“If the Braunds -had been halfwa
dgcent, though, I bet-I'd -run the block-
ade. “

. In due course the Salamander be-
came known as the Yoneyama Maru,
Consul Nomi was ,promoted, and no
one thought of Kiku San, the singing
girl. Capt. Hecker"went to Chifu and
invested his capital- in -bloc¢kade run-
ning junk which mnetted him a* half
million of doHars before the war. end-
ed. And Lloyds’' paid for the loss’of
the Salamander. .

ITERESTING LEGTURE
ON NETRIG SISTEN

Prof, Mctenﬁa‘ai Outines Great
Advantages. -Over All.
.7 Others. :

THE LOCAL" BUSINESS MEN FAVOR (T
France:. Has-'Used the System

** and That Alon&’ Since the

Yeer 1840,

e

At Winnipeg on Monday ‘evening,
May 7, Professor McLennan of Toronto
Uniiversity, who wiil lecture here at’an
edtrly date beforé” the board of trade,
eluciddted the métric system before a
very large audience... The Free Press
says: : :
.~ His lecture last- night -made. very
clear to his audience ‘the superiority of
the metric system ,as a basis of length,
weight and capacity.. It was thought
by some before hearing the learned
professor that it -would be dry, but
such was not the case. The argument

throughout was of absorbing interest,

and the meeting’ at the close of the
address, on motion 'of J.-H. Ashdown,
unanimously endorsed a recommeénda-
tion to the government urging the
adoption of the system at an early
date,

Synopsis of Lecture

Prof. McLennan gave anjaccount of
the' origin ‘and developmént of  the
metric system of weights and meas-
ures; presented some of ' its chief
characteristics;! pointed out some of
its advantages, and outlined-its intro-
duction into and adoption by a number
of countries of the -world. »

He referred to.the confusion . whic!
resulted from the .indefinite standards
of weight and of linear measurements
adopted by the different nations in the
early history of their development from
barbarism. At the beginning of the
eighteenth century’ the-creation of a
universal_ system b be mooted by the
leading scientists of Europe, among-the
most active being James Watt, the in-
veator of the steayn engine.- . In 1780
the French academy -of seclences was
instructed  to. devise a system: of
weights and meagures which would be
suitable to all natigns; "and in 1798 it
laid before the natignal convention the
metric system of weights and meas-
ures. LS b1 2

In this scheme the ten millionth part
of the length of d .quadrant of the
earth’s meridian was adopted as the
standard’ unit of length and was called
the metre. On. this unit the whole
system of weights and measures was
built up, all subdivisions and multiples
of the standard upit. being decimally
connected.

In the carrying out of the scheme
two able mathematicians and--distin-
guished scientists, Delambre and Me-
chain, measured aif arc of the ‘earth’s
surface, from Dunkirk in the north of
France to Barcelona on the. east coast
of Spain,, the task occupying about
seven years; and from this measure-
ment the total length of a quadrant of
a meridian was calculated. Their
measurements and calculations were
carefully revised by a commission of
weights .and measures composed of 22
members chosen from ~the various
When the length
of the metre had been determined, a
bar of platinum one metre in length at
the temperature of melting dce .was

constructed 'with the greatest care by/|

Lenoir under the direction of Borda,
and this bar, known as ‘the "metre
des archives,” if still preserved in the
Palais des Archives and serves as the

first practical standard of ‘length of]

the metric system.
The Unit of Mass

The kilogramme was adopted asg the
unit of mass; it is a mass: of dis-
tilled- water which, dt:a certain tem-
perature, atmosphéric . pressure, Sea
level and latitude, would exactly fill a
cube with an edge egqual to one -tenth
of a metre. A cylinder. of platinum,
constructed with the greatest pogssible

precision to contain  such standard-

oo it S

| out by the colonial office.

mass, is . preserved
metre in Paris.

The metric system 'and that- alone
has been the legal system“in“forcé in
France since 1840. It was legalized in
Germany in 1872 and made obligatory
in Austria in 1873, and somewhat later
in Italy; and it'is now the one official
and legal system of weights and meas-
ures in 43 countries of the world. In
the United States, in Great Britain and
Ireland ahd in a number of the British
dependencies, including Canada, this
system has been legalized, but not as
yct made compulsory.

The unit of length is the mefre; of
weight, the gramme; .of capacity, the
litre; of volume, the stere.” Multiples
of these Are expressed by prefixing
Greek words, deca 10, hecto 100, kilo
1000, myria 10,000, and subdivisions by
using Latin prefixes, deci 1-10, centi
1-100, milli 1,1000.

The metre is about vne tenth longer
than ’the British yard. ‘“Wheén - the!
system comes intd ~popular -use the
word metre will take the place of yard;
foot-will give place to decimiefre, ‘dand |
inches to centimetres.. In'surface meas-
urements people will: speak of square
metres and square decimetres instead
of square yards and square feet. In
measuring land they will reckon hec-
tares instead of acres. - Measurements
 now expressed, in cubjc yards will be
made in cubic metres. - The’ bushel,
peck, ‘gallon, quart and pint will’ dis-
‘appear, and measurements made’ in
gallons and quarts will be made in}
litres. The litre -~ is* ‘approximately
equal ‘to the quart. The stere will
xeplace the cord in the measurement of
firewood- and the A cubic yard in -the
measurement of_stone, gravel or sand.
Measurements in. pounds will be made
in kilogrammes and grammes. ~ Deci-
mals of a gramme will be used instead
of ounces and' grains. The pound is
but slightly, different from ‘one half:of
a kilogramme. The' metric ‘ton dif-
fers .but slightly from the ton mow:’in
use.. :

along with . the

Favors Adoption

Among thé arguments advanced by
the lecturer in favor of the adoption
of the metric system were the follow-
ing: It Has the advantage of being
otfderly, .methodical, clear ‘and e€x-
tremely simple as compared with the
British . system,  which is. complicated,
unscientific and anomalous. The metric
system is a decimal system;  .for this
reason all .reductions are made with
the minimum amount of Ilabor; it
would be just as convenient to use as
the: decimal system in the coinage and
money of Canada. Its adoption would
materially assist education by facili-
tating the teaching of arithmetic;
estimates made by committees of en-
quiry. show that.the work of at, least
two-thirds of a year in the life of every
child could be saved by the adoption of
the metric system of weights and
measures. The system has been uni-
versally adopted by scientists and ‘this
‘has greatly facilitated the development
and -spread . of * scientific ‘knowledge.
The iftternational- system of electrical
units is-based upon the metrie.system;
all British and American electrical en-
gineers and.workmen-must -work by it.
The metric system is exceedingly sim=

consumed by a -hafion in'a year or’two
in calculation§ rendered necessary.by
the” use ‘of ‘olix:7‘present system: sof
welights and measures: alone -would
warrant the ¢uniyqr?'l -adoption of -the

tric system, .
toi

Ho in mantfacturin .%adg'gqg ome.
cdonsumption and “&lso r’export * to
cotintries using ‘the metric’systém re-
‘quire in many ¢ases tworsets of pat-
terns or dies, and the:contihued prepar-

designs- is .necessitated. . The met
system. would greatly -assist in pre-
serving our foreign trade and also. cor

stitute a most valuable means of ex:
fending it; the maintenance of’ the
present system by the British empire
and the United States will more and
more be found a serfous: drawback to
the extension of their foreign trade.

Present Status

The lecturer went on to outlirie the
present status of the metric system in
Canada, Great Britain and the United
States. The system was made :legal
in Canada as long-ago as- 1879 In
Great Britain it - was-; authorized - in
1866."  In.the latter country. a select
committee- of - the : House of-Commaons.
was appointed in 1895 to make en-
quiries ‘as to the best means of re-
forming the British system. They re-
ceivad evidence from omclah;jiommet-
cial, manufacturing, trade, educational
and professiohal sources. It was recom-
mended that the system:be adopted and
that after two years.it-be made. com-
pulsory; and further, that. it should
be taught in all the schools. Reports
were. published embodying,® replies to
the questions put by Lord Salisbury to
all ambassadors in countries where the
system was In vogue. Thesé: replies
were in every case strongly favorable.
In February, 1904; a 'bill: was intro-
duced ‘into the House of Lords. Its
third reading occurred on May 17 and
it was passed on to the Commons. The
bill made the metric system compul-
sory. after April .5, 1906, or such later
date as might be-fixed by the council.
It -was supported by 30 councils, 40
chambers of commerce, long" lists’ of
retail dealers, trades unions, teachers,
etc., representing a population * of
2,800,000, The members of the House
supporting: the measure in-June, 1900,
were 96, which number gradually in-
creased until' in February, 1904, there
were 333 supporters, barely sufficient
to make the bill law. . In the United
States: the system. was legalized in
1866. The United States half dollar
weighs 12.5 grains, the quarter and
dime one half and one fifth of this
respectively. ~The metric system was
made obligatory in Perto Rico in 1899
and was. confirmed as the legal system
in the Philippines in 1903. In 1902 a
bill was introduced to the effect that

the system after January:1, 1904, and
by the people generally in 1907.. The
bill was reported-in April by committee
on a vote of 16 to 2, but owing to press
of business. was not taken up.

On December 18,1905, a bill was
introduced requiring ‘all government
contracts to be made in -the metric
system on and after July 1, 1908.. This
bill is now before congress. 5

In  Greater.. Britain' the lecturer
pointed- out a comtinueus:line of de-
velopment.  In 1900 the fourth cham-
ber of commerce recommended adop-
tion. Tn 1902 the conference of colo-
nial premiers recommended adoption
throughout . the empire. . In 1903 the
fifth chamber. of commerce, held in
Montreal, favored adoption; and in
| 1904 a most favorable report was sent
In Novem-
ber, ‘1908, a letter was received from
the premier of New Zealand, ‘enclosing
@ cdpy of the weights and- measures
act passed in that_year adopting: the
system, to come into force not sooner
than January 1, 1906. In . Australia
also the matter had demanded the at-
tention of legislators.

ple in calculation, the saving in energy.|-

g the |
{ -2

ation of . new patterns, models. and |~
efric

governmental departments should -use(

was not given to the announcement of‘
the lecture. 'Those who had. the]
pleasure of ' listening  realized that
they had been given an insight into a
most important question fraught with
great results. After the lecture, nu-
merous questions were asked and much
interest displayed. J. H. Ashdown,
Hon. J. D. Cameron and others asked

cussion, strongly. favoring the system.
The discussion resulted in the
unanimous passing of a resolution of
endorsation, introduced by Mr. Ash-
down. H
A'notable feature of the lecture was
the iHustration of the working of the
systent by-an”excellent set of stand-
ards of length, capacity and weight.

THIRD ANNUAL MEETING

Of B. C. Electric Railway Company’s
Sick Benefit Association.
. e

The third anmual meeting of the Brit-
ish Columbia Hlectric Railway com-
pany's “Sick Benefit - Association = was
held in the company’s car shops on Fri-
day evening,” when™ practically all the
employees off duty, numbering about 70
were present. The balance sheet as pre-
sented. by the seeretary showed the as-
sociation to be in a very flourishing con-
di'tion, notwithstanding the fact that,
owing to’ an extraordinary amount of
sickness among the members during the
gast year the calls upon the treasury
ave been exceedingly heavy.

After the business had been disposed
of, the members did full justice to a
very appe‘izing repast that had been
arranged by the assoctation. Short ad-
dresses were made by A.:T. Goward,
local - manager; G. M. ‘Tripp, assistant
superintendent; F. Hewlings, superin-
tendent of the gas company and = H.
Gibson, tfaffic guperintendent, and oth-
ers, congratulating the members on the
success that ‘has attended the affairs
of the association since ‘its organization.

The election of officers for the ensu-
ing year then took place and resulted as
follows: President, A.T. Goward; vice
président, J. M. Munnis; secretary-treas-
urer, J. G. Battersby: committee of
management— transportation, R. Dewar
and A. W. Clayton; mechanical, W. H.
Armstrong ' and H. Norman; gas com-
pany, W. G. Roach.

NEW GRAND T0 BE
" FNE PUAY HOUGE

= == Modern Than Any on
L/ : SRR

LBATING 0. DECORKTION FENTORES

[ i

S |

; _Workmen Have been busily!engake_d
for the past month upon the reconstruc-

/| tion of the old Savoy theatre under di-

rection of J. J. Donnellan, architect, con-
nected with tthe «Consolidated Amuse-
ment company controlled by Sullivan &
Considine circuit of thedatres. The gen-
eral work has been carried out by Grib-
ble & Skene company, the contractors
of. the, new C. P. R. “Empress” hotel.

" sMr. Donnellan -is at present at the
Driard and the object of his visit is to
letcontracts for the electrical and' dec-
erative’ work., - These have been al-
ready - closed w_i'th'the Hinton Electric
company and the Melrose company re-
spectively. % 3

“.The house which is entirely new, ‘with
the exception of the outside walls, which
‘also have been renovated and strength-
ened- will be ornamented and decorated
‘in’ a ‘most elaborate manner in the latest
style of decorative art. The walls will
be- rosetinted, the  ~ceiling ~ blue with
gold embelishments and the former will
be:pannelled in relief with figures-rep-
resenting art and the drama and kin-
dred subjects. Ky

Special attention has .been devoted to
the lighting, heating and ventilating of
the house and the scheme. of light will
embody about one thensand incandestent
lights distributed wick careful regard to
artistic effect.

" There will be seating room for about

people. The scheme of the seating
will be such ‘as’'to render ‘every seat in
the house a desirablé one and there will
also be twelve proseenium boxes, six on
either side, which will’command a good
view .of the. stage.

There will be one large and commo-
dious balcony extending from the pres-
cenium boxes to the front wall over the
main entrance, capable of seating about
350 people.

The manager’s offices, two in number,
will be on the first floor above the main
entrance. The orchestra will be, of
course, in-the usual place and the stage
spacejwill be 25 feet in depth the en-
tire: width of the house. . The seats
throughout the :house will be modern
opera -chairs. /

Last in order but first in the consider-
ation of the management is the mat-
ter of exits and protection from fire and
in this direction no - expense or palns
have been spared to render the build-
ing absolutely safe to the largest gud-
jences. There will be five exits in the
front of the- building, on Government
street, including two exits leading direct
from the balcony by means of staircase
five- feet in 'width. There will also be an
exit leading from the ground floor . to
Yates street and another at the north
side . besides three in the rear of the
building, respectively, making ten in all.
An asbestos -curtain, is being installed
between the stage and the auditorium
which can’'be dropped in the event of
firerin the stage. !

Another precaution will be an auto-
matic. skylight which in- case of fire,
would open and carry the flames up
through the roof, thus confining the fire
to the stage. Throughout the building
will be-distributed a number of stand-
pipes with a sufficienf number of hose
reels attached to enable: the employees
of the”theatre to deal effectively with
any -outbregk that might occur in the
body of the house.

questions and entered- into the dis- |
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SALVAGE OF THE

STEANER MARECH

Graphic Account of the Attempts
and Final Success of the
Wrecking Crew.

STEAMER WAS VERY BADLY DAMAGED

Diving Gear Suffered Consider-
ably as a Result of Coal
0il Leakage.

“Captain Gibbs, the u

It was reported " yesterd:)
steamer Mariechen had left June
Esquimalt in tow of the steam
vor for Esquimalt, but. it is state
the Esquimalt Marine Railway
pany that this report is probab
founded, for the last report receivel
Esquimalt was that the repairs weo
proceeding safisfacorily and the v,
vessels were not expeeted to start dowy
until the end of this week. The repo
circulated yesterday was that the S
vor had left with the Mariechen oy
Wednesday. An interesting. account of
the ‘salvage of the Mariechen is givey
in a letter from' one of the wrecking
crew on hoard the Salvor.

There were several trials made, eac
being successful, it being very difficulr
to get down to the seat of the damag:
on account of the cargo, inspection from
the outside being impossible’ as the ves-
sel was Iying on her bilge on a flat sur.
face of rock.

False Bay has been renamed Dough-
town.in memory of the vast amount of
dough worked out of the hold in the
shape of flour.

The letter, dated April 28th, says

*Now for the good news. It is now
9:15 p. m. and we have been wor
like slaves since 3 a. m. when we com-
menced ‘what we hope will be our tris
umph. We have the Mariechen off the
rock, shifted thie width of her heam to
the southward. ‘No. 1 hold is pumped
out, but the bulkhead is not tight, so
the pump- in that held rums fifty min-
utes to the hour. No. 2 we have pumped
down to the orlop deck, and until 7
o'clock we were running ‘it right down
since then she is gaining on us slowly,
We cannot understand why because tla
divers say they have doune their work
well. It is now dark and we are put-
ging canvas (old - sails) over the pack-
ing; if this does not tighten her up we
must beach her. There is enough water
coming into the engineroom to keep the
groyune and eight-inch pumps busy; the
Htter - works forty mniinutes out of the
hour.”. ‘T cannot say now whether we
‘can ¢ontrel -her:

a8 Success at Last
' “Friday morning—We have got her!
The pump in No. 2 now controls all the
“feaks afid she runs forty minutes to
“the ‘hour: MeHardie -and Cookj divers,
gobbtoots, and we-Hope siie
will tlghtien updml::-e. W: dre now get-
_ting her.in,-an pe.to draw out to an
aﬁogge&betore going to ‘Juneau.
“Our men have been at it since 3
"o’clock yestérday morning, little Doug-
las with the rest. ~Our great troubie
was fresh water; it wag awful, as we
had to stop the different pumps as they
ran out of 'water. She nearly filled on
us: before we knew. where :we were. We
can only get water (fresh®at high tide,
then only by our boats up a creek, so 't
is slow work and those pumps get rid
of it in mo. time. :

Bottom Badly Crushed

“The bottom under No. 2 is crushed
like an -eggshell, two or~ three good-
sized holes. . The damage is of a pecu-
liar nature; her port bilge is driven up
and her plates are cracked and hundreds
of rivets sprung, so it makes it hard to
pack her tight. She will require a pile
of cementing to make her fit to come
'down. - All hands are dog tired but
happy.  We started. trial at 3 a. m.,
April 26th and had hey under control
at 9 a. m. April 27th.'

. “Saturday and Sunday—Getting
things in shape, working at bulkheads,
etc., ete.

‘Monday—Ieft Doughtown at 7.30
pm. Thank God. Salvor towed amaz
ingly well and reached Juneau about
2.30 p.m. Tuesday.

“Juneau, May 2.—We arrived here
about 2.30 p.m. yesterday, having left
False Bay at 7.80 the night before; we
towed alongside and the Salvor surpris-
ed all of is. One does not realize what
an awful big ship the "Merry Can” is
She is a whopper.

“Tn. starting from False Bay, when
heaving up anchor the port cable parted
and we lost the anchor and sixty fatl-
oms of cable. We are now anchored
off Juneau, and the divers are down
packing her where possible to tighten
her up. She is making enough watet
te keep an eight~inch pump going ail

the time. We hope to- get her tigh
enough -to cement by tomorrow night
We will then have to get the remaining
cargo, about three hundred tons, out oi
hold No. 2, to do the cementing, and
fiim it so as to take out the list, which
is twenty-two degrees yet. The stan-
chions in lower and orlop deck ‘i No.
2 are pretty well gone, so will have (0
shore up: the decks. The cementing
will take us some days, and ‘we are '
rushing as fast as possible, I am crazy
to get home. On Thursday and Friday
we got no sleep, and most of us have
had colds, but are all happy now, ¥
we feel we have taken the first step
homeward.
Diving Dresses Ruined

“The diving dresses suffered badly.
the coal oil having practically destroyet
them all. ‘The oil leaked in amongst
the flour in No. 2 hold, and the flour 1S
awful to-handle; ~hat is not lighty
wedged in is so slimy that you cannof
hold a sack a second before it slips ou
of your hands.

“The weather is not so good here a8
at- Doughtown, but the fresh water
guestion: occupied so many of vur men
that between that and packing coal
hoard the wreck we could do so little
especially. as the “Merry Can”’ bas a
list of thirty degrees, making double the
work, so it was decided to come her®
as at Doughtown it took twelve ho
to fill up our tanks, and no facilities
getting lumber, cement, etc.

“The Customs people are very obis
ing and have given us permission to 7
anything we like;

“The Salvor has proved a most
ful craft, the machine shop and pil
shop on board ecoming in very handy

Vil

'8
t‘l‘ i

and her crew, coal and water ‘.'vv*“""“
modations are such as.to enable 17¢
work to proceed very comfortal U
course the water was the wopst problen
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Ask _your dealer for Amberst. Solid

It is regretable that’ more 'pupll;cliy.yLeatha Shoes,
A >

L3ve had to contend vith

X-HOW DON 0.§
INGS WiTH A}

After’ Robledo's
ithe - fow who a
!ed the Boco de Lobo
irio, and he was led b;
self to the mouth of tH

‘e You desire, Juan §
said, ‘““to become o
dren?’’ By this term
igand often designated

‘“ Yes, lord, I desire

The new recruit, litt]
lboy, met the chlef’s
Hlinching.

. ““And why do you dd
. The lad was full-gro
looked hunger-bitten.

/in & scowl.

Because I have an ef
. ““Is it conceivable t
Fflne your private enen

lorwarded by entering
inquired Don Q. harsh
{who join us in the mo
their own desires, for
from the moment of e
itheir sole excuse for e
furthering mine.”’
The lad’s face whiten
‘“* Down there in the
told me differently,””
“They said that my lo
ra held a wonderful scg
the only onc in Spain
ich man and the poor
‘weighed one against th
Don Q. dropped: the
garette into the fire.
+ ‘I perceive you have
ftell me. Tell it short
, ** The beginning of it
irs, to the time of ti
lord remembers it;
nes made holes thro
into our dwellings. At
ather and my mother
been married. My fathe
hﬂvd, and, like many o
he spent much momey (
{riage feast. ' Who could
Buch a winter?”’
Don Q. nodded.
4 * In spite of the cold
j . lord, those two wei
E‘dm grew darker
bitter, and it seem
starve. I have no skill
JAs it happemed, so.
otherwise. At the
went lato) Malage. wh
m poor: .‘4 : 13
4 ¢ And By what name
‘u hm?" e
““They 'call’ him He
lord, And to him durin
ker my father was forg
more than once or twig
not have had him see h
Sometimes Iapoulo 'wa
money, but-a barrel of d
B bag of flour. These
0 my father, always
! papers. In six mo
was written in the pape
rel bred another barrcl.:
the debt grew, and b
heavy.” The lad paus
and sighed. *‘ Yet
shone again we were h
father paid the usurer j
though we were often h
hot know, lord - how X
over my father paid his
poulo—more than 60
which he had borrowed,
him say. But the debt
tne - . papers—sometimes
times Jess.”’
‘“ Ah, unhappy ones!
.O:" commented the b: A
‘“Then, sefor of th
my father died two yea
who lived alone with
swors to gather the
ldebt, that we might bo
neyed into ‘Malaga to
Tapoulo, and they told
f the debt that remaine
ay on which I should p
. So, lord. we work
late, late and early, and
the money. And on
I entored Malaga &
he place where Iapoulo
. They said ho wa
Bo I asked if any one ¢(
. quittance of my debt, a
me no, but that I chou

E’“ morrow and see the

he following dey I was
Ureatl, and they brough
fore  him. ‘Ah, Juan
brought some of the mol
said. - ‘All of it, senor,’
;ery joyously, but he fi
counted -it out before
not enough,’ he said;‘yes
n emough, but not tg
did you not come yesterd
were bidden?’ Then I to
Soming the day before,
had denied him to me, b
not helieve, and he call
hmx;ien and clutched his’
gers, and his eye
black beads when the fi
ln!:o‘ them.”’
Q ‘ How did it end?”’ ds
. " Tcried to him that
Fome, whereat he sent fa
¥e me ehirance.
11""4 of the mountain
oaths swore that never
they beheld me, and the
f&“lo grinned, well sat
hrd' “‘Give me the mon
“}O‘uht and I will forgi
h&vmdusiﬂous and
) W »
‘h‘O_Il‘;.w;‘f at has a
‘Then tury seized me,
out it this was the law,
b8 a lawbreaker foreve
mo;?:‘ for that thix
! 0 me Iapoulo
fome to dis. He feared,
untains, for he called
» But T broke away
and because I coudd
face when I :eig




