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Without Shield,

vinced that I shall be promoting both
her future welfare and ours by—er—
bringing you together.”

Percy Levant stared at him.

“This grows serious,” he said. “And
may I ask if this young lady is ‘rich
in this/world's. goods,” as you so
beautifully put it?” s

“She is—or, rather, she will be,” re-
plied Spenser Churchill, leaning for-
ward and speaking in a lawer tone,
and with his eyes fixed on the other
man’s face with a keen yet covert
watchfulness. “I said that there were
peculiar and romantic circimstances
in the case, and one of them is this:

With Shield.
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Carnation Milk comes to you doubly richer
“than ordinary Milk. Itis thus more convenien:
than ordinary milk: i
You can’ get You can use it as cream for tea, coffee, fruit and cereals.
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CHAPTER XX.

AN EXTRAORDINARY PR(_’)POSAL.

“Unless some friendly guid2 extends
you a helping hand and leads you out,”
said the philanthropist. “I can quite
understand your feelings, my dear
Percy, and I must say they are very
natural ones. You are, withoutjflat-
tery, formed by nature to adorn a
higher sphere than your present one.
1 don’t think any of the young/fellowa
you envy could ,do greater credit to
their wealth and position than youv
could do. Seriously, I think you were
cut out for better things than teaching
the piano to:the daughters of the in-
habitants of Soho and its neighbour-
hdod.”

“No doubt. T was intended for the
heldest~son of a hearl,” said Percy,
sarcastically; “but there happens to
be a hitch somewhere.”

“And suppose I tell you that I can
undo that hitch, that I can give you a
helping hand to better and higher
things; in short, to repeat myself, to
make your fortune! Think of it, my
dear Percey. Plenty of money, the en-
trance to good society, horses to ride,
club doors thrown open to you, choice
wines, men of rank for friends, and a
world ready to welcome with out-
strétched hands gbod-looking and ac-
complished*Mr. Percy Levant!”

The yomig fellow regarded him with

“the ‘same incredulous smile; but there

was .a- light of subdued eagerness in
his eyes, and a warmer colour in his
face.

“You ought to go into the House,
Churchill,” he said. “I don't mean the
workhouse, but the House of Com-
mons. I sluppose you learn all this
kind of thing at your charitable pub-
lic meetings? I'll come and hear you
some of these days. They tell me you
uncommonly good speeches.
Well, go on. How is this fortune of
mine to be made, and—excuse my
bluntness—why are you so anxious to
make it?”

“A very natural question, my dear
Percy, and, believe me, I am not at
all annoyed by it. I intend to be per-
fectly frank and open-minded with

make

you—"
Percy Levant smiled, and got an-
other cigar.

“I beg your pardon, Churchill, but
the idea of your being frank rather
tickled me. The spasm has passed,
however—proceed. Is it a new gold
mine you are going to ask me to be-
come a director of? Or have you in-
vented a new washing machine, and
want me to travel for it? What is it?”

“It has always seemed so strange to
me,” resumed Mr. Spenser Churchill,
ignoring the interruption, “thaf you
have never turned your attention to
matrimony.” X

The young fellow stared 'at him,then

wealth which will some day be hers.”

laughed sarcastically.

“You think that the palatial dimen-
sions of this room are too large for
one individual; that I should be more
comfortable if I shared my sixpenny
plate of meat and threadbare 8vard-
robe with am®dther? My dear Church-
ill, you might as .well ask a limping,

his attentfon to riding in a carriage
and pair. Matrimony! Good Iord! I
am not quite out of my mind!"”

“But your wife need not be poor,
my dear Percy. She may be rich in
this world’s goods—"

“Oh, yes; I didn’t think of that. And
you suggest that there are hundreds
of wealthy heiresses who are dying to
become Mrs, Percy Levant; perlshlxeg
with the desire to bestow their hands
and fortunes on the music teacher cof
Soho?”

“You would not be the first man
who has married money,” said the
philanthropist, “But let
me be more ﬁexplicit, my dear Parcy.
By one of those strange chances which
are, indeed, providential, I happen to
be acquainted with a young lady who
you a

smoothly.

would, in all respects, make
most suitable wife.”

“Really?”

“Yes, said Spencer Churchill,
gravely. “The circumstances of the
case are peculiar, not to say romantie.
The fact is, I am that young lady’s
guardian—not exactly such in a legal-
ly qualified sense, but by—er—an un-
fortunate accident; and, as her guard-
ian, I am naturally desirous of pro-
moting her present and future wel-
fare. Ah, my dear Percy, how sacred
a trust one undertakes when one ac-
cepts the care of a young and inno-
cent girl!” and he looked up at the
ceiling with a devout sigh.

Percy Levant smiled with mingled
mockery and amusement.

‘“Very nice sentiments,” he said.“But
go on. And this is the young lady you
have in your eye for me, is it?”

The philanthropist nodded gravely.

“I confess it, my dear Percg. I

‘have considered ‘the question in all
f'its numerous bearings, and I am con-
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that the young lady had no idea of the

“Oh!” Bsaid Percy, curtly, “she
hasn’t, eh? Yes, that's peculiar, cer-
tainly. I suppose there is mo doubt
about the golden future, eh?” :

“It is as certain as that you and
I are in this room.”

“And the romance—where does that
come in?”

“Her story is a singular one. Her
name—" He stopped suddenly and
smiled blandly. “But perhaps I'd bet-
ter reserve that for a while, my dear
Percy.” I

“Yes, you'd better,” rejoined the
young man, sarcastically. “I might go ‘(
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Is superior to old-fashioned leather and felt
otectors, as it is made from antiseptic rub-
r, and being worn right on bunion inside

hosiery it excludes air, forms and retains a
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and pliable, removes that hard skin or cal-
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duces inflamed condition.
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in for the speculation on my own ac-
count, and throw you over! Churchill,
for a saint, you are singularly suspici-
ous.”

“Not suspicious,
say careful, perhaps cautions,” sug-
gested the philanthropist, with an oily
smile.

“All right. Choose your own word!
Go on.”

“The young lady’s career has been
a singular one. She has been an act-
ress.”

Percy whistled and stared.
“But she is a lady in every sense
of the word,” continued Spenser
Churchill, slowly and significantly.
“She has left the stage, acting on my
advice, and in consequence of the
death of her only relative, and is liv-
ing now with some dear friends of
mine. With the exception of myself,
she has no one to, turn to for advice
I am her sole guard-
say—friend. She

my dear Percy;

and assistance.

ian, and—I may
will, I am sure, be guarded entirely
by me, and that is why I am so anxi-
cus to provide for her future welfare.”

“By marrying her to a needy ad-

venturer,” finished Percy Levant, with
a smile.
“No; to one who, though deficient in
the energy which achieves greatness
by its own strength is, I am sure, a
man of honour,” said Spenser Church-
ill, suavely.

Percy Levant stared at him with a
curious smile.

“This is amus}ng and romantic with
a vengeance,” he said. “And the young
lady—of course she is as ugly as sin?”

Spenser Churchill was about to an-
swer in the negative, and dilate upon
Doris’s beauty, but he stopped himself
and made a gesture of denial with his
hands:

“By no means, my dear Percy. This,
I will say, that she is refined, accom-
plished, amiable—"

“And quiet in single or double—es-
pecially double—harness?”’

“In sporting parlance,
that exactly describes my

my dear
Percy,

The young man took a turn up and
down the roor2, and then, Fesuming
his old attitude looked down upon the
smooth facc of the tempter with a
curious and half-troubled regard.

“You don’t offer me a penny for my
thoughts, Churchill, and so I'll just!
make you a present of them. I am
woundering—what—the—devil — you
are going to gain in this buisness.
Wait a moment. You come here and
offer this young girl to me—is she;
young, by the way?”

Spenser Churchill nodded and smil-
ed. :

—“To me, a penniless man, without
position or anything else that makes
a man eligible for a husband—"

and distinct.
any love of me that you come, as you
say to ‘make my fortune!’ ”

give you nothing in
wealthy wife.
Spenl.er Churchill drew a paper from
his pocket.

young fellow.
you tell me.

mental—anything that
fere with the happiness of this young

tions overheard.
Percy; I don’t think you would have
a chance of knbwing who the young
lady is without I tell you, you cer-
tainly havem’t of marrying her without

I don’t suppose it is for

“Not altogether; though I have al-

ways regarded you as a very dear
friend, Percy.”

The young man made a movement

of impatience.

“Yes, yes, I know! But you have

some object in view? What is it? You
don’t want me to believe that I am to

return for a
What s it?”

“Really, it is marvellously like Faust

and Mephistopheles, isn't it?”

“If that's a document I am to sign,

it really is,” assented Percy, with a
grim smile.

“Well, I shall want your signature,

my dear Percy, but only .in ordinary
ink—only in ordinary ink.”
“What does it contain?”’ asked the

“One moment before
If it is anything detri-

would inter-

girl,you can put your precious paper
back in your pocket and light your
pipe with it.” /

“Right, quite right. Your caution

does credit to your heart and honour,
my dear Percy,” said Spenser Church-
ill. “I say nothing of the injustice
you've done to me by your suspicion.
I forgive you. In a word, this is a lit-,
tle bond by which you undertake
&u‘ee things: to marry . the
lady which I shall request you, and not
till th’en; to keep the marriage secret
until I give you permission to dis-
close it; and on your wedding-day to
pay me ten thousand pounds, or give
me a bond for that amount.”

young

“Is that all?’ demanded Percy

Levant, starting at him with knitted
brows.

“Yes; and I don’t think the condi-
Consider, my dear

my assistance; as to the sacrecy of
the affair, why, that
hardship; and
pounds, believe me, my dear Percy,
that it will be but a bagatelle to the
i man Wlio shall marry my ward.”

a great
thousand

is not
for ten

“She will be very rich, then?”
“Very rich.”
» “How am I to know that this is not

a trick of yours, my good Churchill;
that I may marry: this protegee of
yours, and wake up to find that it is
‘begzar mated to beggar’'?”’

Spenser Churchill nodded a smiling

approval.

(to be continued.)

“You forget your youth and good
looks~—your undoubted talents, dear
Percy,” murmured the philanthropist.

—*“A most undesirable match in
every way,” went on the other, taking
no notice of his interpolation. “Why,
do you do it? Of course you have some
game—"

“My dear Percy!”

“Oh, nonsense! For Heaven's sake,
let us have no hypocrisy! You offer:
to sell this girl to me, with her fortune l
in the future. What is the price I am
to pay for it'?

“If you insist upon putting it with
such—may 1 say—barbaric direct-
ness—"’ ;

“Yes, I do. I want the thing plain

~“THORNDYKE 2%‘ KEMPTON 2%
i Particularly well adapted
for wear with string bow

2887. 'I'mis one piece uress is suit-
able for taffeta, linen, gingham, serge,
gabardine, voile, crepe de chene and
satin. It may be finished as illus-
trated, with a graceful close-fitting
sleeve in wrist length, or with an el-
bow sleeve. :

The Pattern is cut in 7 Sizes:34,36,
38,40,42,44 and 46 inches bust meas-
ure. Size 38 requires 5 yards of 42
inch material. Width of skirt at lower
edge is 1% yard.

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 10 cents
in silver or stamps.

LADIES APRON DRESS:

2884. Here is a~ simple, easy to
develop model, good for seersucker,
gingham, lawn, percale, drill, linen
and khaki. The pockets may be omib-
ted.

The Pattern is cut in 4 Sizes:Small,
22-34; Medium, 36-38; Large, 40-42;
Extra Large, 44-46 inches bust meas-
ure. A medium size will require 433
yards of 36 inch material. Width at
lower edge is 214 yards.

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 10 cents
in silver or stamps.
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European Agency.

Wholesale indents promptly exesu.
ted at lowest cash prices for all Brit.
fsh and Continental goods, including:

Books and Stationay,

Boots; Shoes and Leather,

Mhemicals and Druggists’ Sund

China, Earthenwars and Glasswars,

Cycles, Motor Cars and Accessories,

Drapery, Millinery and Piece Good

sample Cases from $50 upwards,

Fancy Goods and Perfumery,

Hardware, Machinery and Metal,

Jewellery, Plate and Watches,

Photographic and Optical Goods,

Provisions and Oilmen’s Stores,
ete.

ete.,
Commission 2% pc to 6 p.c

# Trade Discounts allowed.

Special Quotations on Deman
Consignments of Produce
Account,
(Bstablished 1314.)
25 Abchureh Lane, London, B0,
Cable Address: “Annpaire, T.on®
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~ New Relief For Constipation,

“LES FRUITS”

Physicians agree that
with the modern habits of
living, constipation is like-
ly to be always with us.
They also agree that the
constant use of any drug
for the relief of constip:
tion is exceedingly unwis

N —uny 7ise for two reaso:

| : 4 First, a drug constan
used loses its effect and requires a constantly in
creased dose. Second, because the constant us
of any drug is bad anyway.

So the cry is constantly going up from t!
constipated, “What can we do?” It will be i
teresting to a great many to know that an a
swer has been found inr'the re-discovery of
method which was used with great success b;
our Forefathers, and in Arabia far back in the
twelfth century. The food is called “Les Fruits”
because it is composed entirely of figs, dates
prunes, raisins and the leaves of each with th
substitution of the Alexandra leaf for the raisi
leaf. The taste is pleasant. if not to say del
ous, and the effect is exceedingly satisfactory
Try it and be convinced.

. SOLD ONLY AT

¢ Ellis & Co., Ltd

i 203 WATER STREET.
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