DONINION PARLIANENT,
SESSION-FOURTH PARLIAMENT,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Orrawa, May 5.
The Speaker took the chair at three
p. m.
DOMINION LANDS ACT,
Sir JOHN MAODONALD moved con*
in the amendments to the bill to
Dominion Lands Act.
that there should
that lations re-
in the North- West
be published in the Gazetle, and
for thirty days be-

counfry.
e o
sonally as to the desirability o
o{l of the ooal hn:hy,bnt was
opinion that before any reservation could
be made the coal fields must be surveyed
and their value attested.

Mr. BANNERMAN askad if it was the
invention of the Government to consider
the claims of miners already working coal
lands. Onecompany on the Souris river
had made an ex i of $15,000, which
it was desirable should not be lost.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD said it was
not the intention of the present bill to

affect rights acquired the old bill.
and
T

The bill passed through Committee, and
was read a third time and paesed.
WRECKS IN NAVIGABLE WATERS,

Mr, POPE (Queen’s, P, E. I.) moved
concurrence of the House in the amend-
ments made by the Senate in the bill to
amend the law respecting the removal of
obstructions in navigable waters by wrecks,
The amendment provided that the wreck
conld be blown upas well as removed.

Mr. ANGERS opposed the bill on the
ground that it would injure the navigation
of the St. Lawrence. Many shipowmers
let out their vessels to other persems, and
if those other pérsons lose the vessels the
owners would not only be called upon to
suffer the loss of the vessels, but they
would be called upon to pay for the re-
moval of the hulls. This provision would
be a great hardship and was far more
stringent than 'the KEnglish laws on the

same u%m.

M. PE (Queen’s, P.E.I.,) said fre-
quently old hulls were deposited in naviga-
ble waters, and he did not see yhy the
public should be at the expense of remo
them. It was for the removal of these old
haulls and for the making more safe the
navigation of Canadian waters that the bill
was introduced.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD said the dis-
cussion of the principle of the bill was not
exactly in order, The House should limit
its observations te the amendment madein
the bill by the Senate.

Mr. ANGERS moved that the House do
not concur in the amendments made to the
bill by the Senate,

The amendment was lost on division,

The Senate’s amendments were then con-
curred in, °

BANKS AND BANKING.

The House resolved itself into Com-
mittee en the bill to amend the Act relat-
ing to Banks and Banking, and to con-
tinue for a limited time the charters of
cerfain banks to which the said Act ap-

lies,

The bill was reported. Oa the third

Mr. KIRKPATRICK moved that the
bill be not concurred in, bat that it be re-
committed with imstructions to insert a

vision that any person or company call-

i , or ves, a bank except

under the Act relating te Banks or Bank-

ing, or some other Act, shall be guilty of
» misdemeanor.

In reEly to Mr. Ross (West Middlesex),

Mr. KIRKPATRICK said if a person
called himself a banker, it did not apply,
but it would apply to a person assuming
the name, for instance, of the Bank of New
Hamburgh or West Middlesex.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD said that if
firms such as Glyn, Mills & Co, used their
private names the same practice might
advantageously be applied here,

On the suggestion of Sir John Macdon-
ald the bill was referred back to the Com-
mittee generally,

On the motion of Mr, Kirkpatrick the
following clause was inserted :—

Affer 1st July, 1880, any person, firm or com-
my assuming or using the title of bank without
g suthorized so to do by the Act relating to
Banks and Banking, or by some other Act in force
in that behalf, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour.

The bill as amended was reported, read
» third time and passed.

LAWS RESPECTING INDIANS.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD moved that
the bill to amend and consolidate the laws
respecting Indians be read a second time.
He explained that the object of the bill
was to divide the Department of the In-
terlor and to form an Indian branch,

Mr, PATTERSON urged that the bill

be E:m‘d till next session.
. FLEMING suggested that a move-
ment should be made for rapidly enfran-

the Indians,

Mr, MILLS said that the system nowin
force requiring Indiaps on the various re-
serves to hold their property in common
was & vicious ome. Their reservations .

t, after the Israelitish plan,

property for only a certain

number of years, at the expiration of which

term the lands would revert to the origi-

. He favoured the greater

facility for enfranchisement and the mak-

ing of muniocipal laws for the government
of the Indisus.

Mr, DAWSON sald that wherever

Sir CHARLES TUPPER moved the
House into Committee of the Whole to
comsider the following resolution : —

Resolved—That it is

; wed
ate Government respecting railway lands,
and ridiculed the fear felt gn oorhlyn uar

North-West, while private American com-
panies are now building two lines over the
high peaks to Deaver,

The resolution was carried and reported
by the Committee.

THE PACIFIC RAILWAY,

Sir CHARLES TUPPBER moved that
the House do approve of the contract for
the construction of one hundred miles of

tract wag laid on the table of the
House on the 3rd inst,
The motion was passed.
THE ISTHMUS-CANAL.

On the motion for the second reading of
the Supply Bill,

Mr. COLBY said he desired to ocall the
attention of the House to a subject of sufil-
cient importance to justify its introduction
at that early hour of the morning and late
period of the session, and as it was
a subject affecting the trade of the
country ing which there were
many items in the Supply bill, it was ger-
main $o the subject before the House,
The subject to which he referred was the
great project which was now attracting
much attention on this continent and in
Europe, the project of an interoceanic
canal scross the Central American isthmus,
The Conference at Paris last year, the pro-
jebt which had been advanced under aus-
pices of experts in France, the visit of M.
De Lesseps to ghe Isthmus and to America
recently, the discussions ﬁ the Ulfut;d
States Congress, the recent Message of the
President of the United States, the active
interest that was taken on the subject by
capitalists in this country and in Europe
indicate a growing belief that the time had
arrived when, in the interests of com-
merce, the narrow band which separates
the two oceans should be severed, and a
great waterway construoted for the com-
merce of the world. He would not
delay the House by any disquisi-
tion with respect to the different
and rival rontes which had been proposed,
or with respect to the great advantages
which the construction of that canal
would confer on the world’s commerce, or
of the engineering difficulties which would
have to be overcome, but there was a
question which deeply concerned the pros-
perity of the commercial interests, the
me of this Domdnion, and which

. itself upon their consideration, a
question of international importance, and
one which would become a subject of nego-
tiatlon between the Government ofeﬁn
United States and the Government of
Great Britain before Parlisment again met,
It was obvious, and it had never been dis-
puted, that this canal, when constructed,
must be opem to the commerce of the
world as freely as the great oceans it
would connect. It must resemble an in-
ternational strait connecting these two
oceans, thus being part of a great inter-
national waterway, not the property of
any particular nation. But there was this
practical difficulty to be met with, whatever
rules might be adopted the canal must pass
through the territory of one of the weake
American Powera, which were quite un.
able to construct a great work of that kind,
to protect the capital invested in it, or to
defend the canal itself. _Some one or more
of the great Powers of Europe would, in
the interests of all commercial notions, be
under the necessity of assuming the pro-
tectorate and control of the canal. ghe
question which was likely to be forced
upon the attention of the nations would be
this, which nation, or what nations united,
should assume that responsibility. The
two great nations having the greatest in.
terest were Great Britain and the United
States. Great Britain was not interested
alone in consequence of her possessions on
this continent, although thoss interests
were exceedingly great.
question = which concerned the E mpire

being the first commercial
d haviog domains in
every continent and in all the seas, When
this great thoroughfare is once completed,
it would supply the missi link
which would glve direct ard continuous
navigation about the globe, bringin,
together her soattered possessions. Vie
from every standpoint her interests in this
work were exceedingly great. The intereass
of the United States are felt by the people
of that country o be even greater, Th
took a practical interest in 1%, and look
upon it almost as their own. The pro-
tectorate of this great en rise was at
one time s subject of negotiation between
Great Britain and the United States, the
outoome of which was the Clayton. Bulwer
treaty, under which it was agreed that the
canal should be dedicated to the use of all
nations, that it should belong to no par-
ticular Power, and that neither Great
Britain nor the United States should con-
trol it, This was a liberal, fair and
nerous ai ement, and it was surpris-
now that President of the United
States should have submitted, in his
to

message to Congress, a
reverse this agreement, hwml the
that the enterprise was not
to considered an  Anglo-Ameri.
can project and to put fhe work em-
tirely under American confrol. The pro-
position, therefore, seemed to be the
abandonment of the Clayton-Bulwer
treaty. Now, It had been stated in Con-
gress that this propesal was an outocome of
the Monroe doctrine, In his epinion the
propesition was entirely foreign to the
Monroe doctrine, which he might also re-
mark was not recognized in international

i
i
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by e other
but if it were asserted and conceded as a
matter of righs, it would place us in‘'s very
unfavoura position on this continent.
While we were endeavouring to develop
the internal commerce of this country and
our resources, we should not be insensible
to the intention of the Dominion to be-

j

to the hont.hi-.umb;r for

ringing up subject,

even at this late period of the Iu:ion.
Every hon. gentleman will agree with me
that he hasstated it with great calmness
and moderation, and with that logical
power which distinguishes that hon,
member as much, if not more
than, any hon, gentleman in this
House, The question is ome of the
very greatest importance, and it has
already attracted the attention of the other
tmoh of Parlisment. As far as Canada

g

Canadian Pacific railway across the. conti-
nent, which will, I believe, serve our pur-
poses for very many years. The Un?u
States are in the same position. They are
not only building a trans.continental rail-
way, but they have already such lines in
existence, and I rather fancy the United
States do not desire a canal to be built at
Panama any more than we do. Buat when
the jeot was entertained in Earope,
the g:itod States took the acfion o
which the hon. member for “Stanstead
has alluded. All we have to say in the
matter is this, if that canal is once thade,
we have as much interest in it in propor-
tion to our ulation and trade as the
United States have. We have almost, if
not quite, as large a territory as the United
States have. We have nearly as large an
Atiantic and Pacific coasts line as the
United States, and it would bs absurd to
suppose that if a canal should be carried
across the Isthmus all shipping of the
United States coasting from the Atlantic
to the Pacific would go thronugh the canal
and visit the Pacific ports and enjoy all
the Pacific trade, Canadian vessels would
have to take the longer route by Cape
Horn, or more than double the distance
for Canadian vessels visiting the Pacific
Coast, With respect to the Monroe doc-
trines, there conuld be no doubt that it has
no immediate reterence to this subject. It
was histerically known that what was known
as the Monroe doctrine originated in an ill-
udvhodh “;dbtmh k tof Geo.
wnich, no doubt, regrettea very
before he died, and from $hat came the
message of President Monroe. .Suppose
that ine were admitted to the utmost
extent, every nation in Europe or America
would admit that the United States could
not establish a right to consider the Mon-
roe doctrine as » principle of international
law, and, therefore, it can have no possible
effect on Canada, The Queen of lané
was as much an American power as the
United States. As Queen of Canada, she
bad the same rights as the South American
republics through which the canal would
pass, and, admitting the Monroe doctrine
to its utmost extent, which I don’s
admit, which England cannot admit,
no Earo wer will admis,
yet the Queen of Canada and the people of
Canada had the right to expect that in

to any cal across the continent
to connect the Atlantic and Pacific, the
same principle should prevail that prevails
in respect to the Suez canal, viz., that it
lhmﬂm a canal open o all nations and
under the guarantee of all nations, and
that not even war should close that chan-
nel,  (Cheers.)

PARTING WORDS,

Mr, POPE (Prince Edward Island) said
he wished to refer to a petition from Prince
Edward Island against the National

The petition was signed nof'by
six thousand as stated, but by five thou-
sand people. As to the number of elec-
tors who had si the petition, he might
say that while two thousand four
handred voters voted against him, only
one thousand three hundred voters,
or 1,100 less than had voted against him,
had smigned the petition against the Na-
tional Pelicy, and this, notwithstanding
that the o:nl\lhunoy was soonr«;lr :or tao
purpose of 8 signatures. e peti-
tion, if it showed an' g, showed that a
smaller number of people than voted
against him were opposed to the tariff,

OtrAwA, May 7.
GOVERMENT MEASURES.

Mr. SPEAKER announced that the bills sent
to the Senate had been agreed to without amend-

ment.
PROROGATION.

The usher of the Black Rod attended with a mes-
sage from his Ex summoning the Commons
to the chamber of the .

In ﬂ: 5::&, his Excellency assented to the fol-

u‘wogo'mm Act Intituled «An Act ro.

ences L] p«uﬁ" to repeal
the intituled *“ An Act to provide persons
charged with It shall be P
witnesses.”

An Act respecting the Credit Valley Railw:y
Company.

An Act to extend the powers of the Manitoba
South- Western Colonization Railway Company,.and
to further amend the Act incorporating the said

company.
An Act respecting the Ontario Refosmatory for

Boys.
An Act to repeal the Act extending *‘ The Do,
minfon’s Lands Acts ” to British Columbia, and to
other provisions with respect to certain public

that Province,

for the relief of permanent building socie-
loan eon'ﬁnl-.

tom e for the winding up of “La

°I

’ n - *The Great North-Western
legTaph ¥ of Canada.”

An Act to the Corporation of the town
of Emerson $o construct a free and traffic
:r:nmml‘dmvc in Province of Mani-

EpiEy
1

3
S5

a8 | large

fri:
z
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relating
og,” and to continue for a limited time the
cl;iulmd certain banks to which the eaid Act ap-
08.
pAnAot relating to.interest on moneys secured by
of real estate.

An Act respecting certain favings Banks in the
Provinces of On and Quebec.
An Act fo amend and comsolidate the laws re-
specting Indians.
HIS EXCELLENCY’S SPEECH.
His EXCELLENCY was pleased to deliver the
foliowing speech, and the proceedings terminsted:—

n-n‘,‘ld:at:uog‘umyht:nh for ﬁumn‘g
assidul ve applied ves
the o of oy rt (!\:'.ﬁ.“”I

your imp
The evidences of & reco from

°,
ulating, and we mey, I trust, look
tomn{ with some confidence to & pr ear.

The o a tion of valu-.
able settlers into the North-West, in which I then
d to indul, informa-

v ge,ap from the

t'on to be fully realized. The laws for the better

organization of the North-West territories, for the
d t of the Dominlon Lands Act, and for the

more efficient manasgement of Indian affairs, must

tend R‘itotho advantage of thatvast and in-
ng on.

The measure for the consolidation of the law con-
cerning the Inland Revenue and the other
important Acts relating to the public interests
seem well adapted to te those i

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I think you in her Mafesty’s name for the sup-
plies you have so liberally voted. I trust that the
vigorous efforts made to settle the Indisn bands of
the North-West on their reserves will diminish, in
the future, the calls made on the public Treasury
for aid to save them from starvation.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The sp) ions made will enable my Govern-

ment y to

ute the construetion of

the Canadisn Pacific railway and to hasten the
completion of our canal -{m

In bidding you farewell, I desire (:.o £Xpress my
earnest i i

desire for your h
your several homes.

EVENTS OF THE SESSION.

Tue session of Parliament which
closed on Friday will be counted among
the most important of recent years.
Although the readers of The Mail have
been kept informed fully of all the
éyénts of the session as they arose, both
as to facts and as to their bearing on
parties and polisics, a short review of
the chief points of interest will not be
out of place.

THE STRENGTH OF THE GOVERNMENT.

It is worth noting that the session
closes leaving the Government stronger
than ever. The elections of the recess
added several votes to the Ministerial
majority, which in its full strength is
now - about 88 votes. And in ad'ition
to this circumstance, on one or two
occasions, such as the vote on the
Pacific 'Railwaﬁrr'aoluﬁon of Mr. BLaxs,
and also on . BLAKR'S objection to
the Esquimalt graving dock, members
of the Opposition such as Col. S
Mr. D. A. Syare and Mr. PIcKARD voted
with the Ministry, Every peint of
peril on which the Opposition counted
to embarrass the Goverament and shake
the allegiance of its followers, was
passed in triumph. Even the criticisms
which Ministerial members passed on
Government measures did butstrengthen
the Government by showing that
their majority, -though loyal, was not
subservient, and by - enabling the
Government to get more fully at the
real sense of Parliament. This fact
will appear more particularly as
we proceed with our review of the ses-
sion’s work. It is only necessary hére
to point out the obvious fact that the
Jovernment to-day has a stronger fol~
lowing in Parliament than ever ; and - if
there is any chdnge in popular feeling it
certainly indicates itself very singularly
by indueing Opposition members, of
pronounced proclivities, to vote with
the Ministry.

THE: NATIONAL POLICY,

The passing of the National Policy in
the session of 1879 was a matter of
course. The Conservatives had pro-
mised it. The people expected it.
The Government prepu-ed it. - The
Parliament-passed it with pleasure. A
year’s experience dictated certain im-
provements, which were made this ses-
sion. But as :ﬁl l:m:.ounced at the (Lt-
tawa banquet, all the changes were made
in the direction of increased protection
to public industries. - There was no
sign whatever in Parliament that the
members, coming fresh from their con-
stitnencies, had lost confidence in any
article of the National Policy. ¥ What
was done in 1879, was ratified in 1880.
The debates in the Commons yielded
not a single ray of comfort to the Op-
position, while they developed among
them a marked tendency to differ from
each other as to the effect of the tariff
on certain industries. ' In fact the Op-
position speeches contained evidence,
in the denunciation of what are
stupidly called *‘ monopolies,” that
many great industries demanding
capital, employing great
numbers of men, and providing good
and cheap articles, had been placed on
a sound and prosperous basis during the
year. ¥

-y ¥ ¢ 4 ln

THE PACIFIC RAILWAY.

The history of the debates on the
Pacific railway is one of more than com-
mon interest. No subject has been
more fully dealt with in The Mail, and
our readers are familiar with all the
points in contreversy. The Opposition
policy was a policy of stultification. At
the command of Mr. Brakx, the whole
party with one exception, turned round
upon its past, and voted to condemn
the policy propounded byMr. MAcKENzIE,
the policy which he himself would have
asked them to vote for had he been in
poweér again. Had the Minister of Rail-
ways, in' the session of 1879, seen his
way clearly to announce the uioption of
the Burrard Inlet route, and had he pro-
fond the building of the Yale-Kam-
oops line, we have Mr. MackENzIE's
own oconfession that he would have
voted forit. But because it was not so
announced,and because Mr. BLAxe had,
in the meantime, come into public life
with the determination of leading his
party, Mr. MickENziE, with a d
of weakness which is very remarkable,
galdodhilown poliozi:ndp' iples

d voted against own mea-
sure, The adoption of the Paci-

G will be “ paying from the first;”
51:11‘:?" tend muohp:o pepulate the Pacific
Province ; and 6th, will eventually, we
are certain, win from the Imperial Gov-
ernment such measure-of -aid in an Im-
perial undertaking as will, make it
worth while to have mad¢ an effort to
keep faith with a British Minister.
THE NORTH-WEST.

The events of the session have been
interesting as regards the /North-West
Territories. The legislation of the ses-
sion contains many Acts, public and
private, concerning that region. As we
have already stated on other occasions,
the Government’s Land Bill enables

_ | them to exercise large powers it dealing

with the North-West. The lumber in-
terests, the mining intereats, the land
interests, all are placed more directly
under the control of Government.
Power has been taken to protect the
coal and lumber deposits from the in-
jurious effects of speculative tying up.
Bond fide efforts to provide lumber for
the new settlers, and coal for the rail-
way, will, however, receive due en-
couragement. Improvements as regards
facilitating immigration have also been
provided for. And the debates showed
that the Government have done well in
providing profuse means of information
in the shape of pamphlets for cir-
culation. ~Sofne of the pamphlets
may mnot have been as good or
as well put out as they might have been,
and some of them contained material
which might have been omitted ; but it
was not proved that the Government
had knowingly circulated anything that
was not of direct and immediate benefit
to Canada. The pushing on of the rail-
way west of Winnipeg is a policy against
which the Opposition itself dare not pro-
test. In a year or two theiron horse will
bemovingacrossthe prairies, thusrender-
ing access to available lands easy, and
making the conditions of pioneering
more slight and agreeable than ever in
the history of immigration before. The
information afforded by the Government
of the success of the immigration policy,
so far, is most encouraging. The
estimate that in ten years there will be
550,000 people in the North-West is
not, ocn the whole, a presumptuous
estimate, for even our Opposition con-
temporary admits that 750,000 is not
too low an estimate, and if its advice
was taken at least 1,125,000 people
would have come in at the end of the
period. The provisions for public
buildings and agovernor'sresidence, will,
of course, -be received with gratification
by the people of the North-West, and
will greatly tend to  give an air of per-
manence, of prosperity, of (settled gov-
ernment and of a policy of progress to
the new country. In that region
at least it ought not to be possible to
find any other than friends of the Gov-
ernment of Sir JoEN MaAcCDONALD.
THE BANKING AND CURRENCY LAW,

In the last hours of the session, a cer-
tain tendency to criticise, with more
minuteness than at first, the Banking
and Currency resolutions of the Gov-
ernment was noticeable. It was notice-
able aiso that the criticism pointed to a
latent hostility to the banks, in Parlia-
ment. It is just as well that this should
be noticed, since the Opposition say that
the Government are robbing the banks,
while some friends of the Ministry think
that the banks have had too much
power in framing the new legislation.
The fact is that the Finance Minister’s
biil provides that happy medium line of
action, which is the true test of practical
statesmanship. There is no robbing of
the banks, for the banks were very
largely consenting parties to the
arrangement. There is no submission
to the banks, for even the National
Currency advocates profess satisfaction
with the Government’s policy. The
people are accommodated with a larger
proportion of convenient circulation.
The note-holders are made secure in all
bank notes they may possess. The
Dominion obtains the benefit of an en-
larged circulation and ef the release of
a oconsiderable sum in gold. The
national credit is guarded by the fact
that unless the people have need of the
Government mnotes, there will be
no very large issue of them
for ordinary business purposes in
the older Provinces, Business men
have a greater. convenience for
the transaction of business. Even the
Oppositiod press has been forced to
confess that threp-fourths of the
Government- measures were beneficial
to the public. And thus on all sides
there can be found a consensus of
opinion in faveur of the Finance
Minister’s proposals, The complaint
that time was not given for the due
consideration of the bill is hardly justi-
fied, we think, inasmuch as the bill was
for several days in the hands of mem-
bers, and those who were most likely to
take an interest in the discussion of it
showed, in Committee, quite a sufficient
familiarity with its provisions and
effects. We feel certain that no measure
of the session is likely to be of more
beneficial consequence to the public.

THE FINANCES.

It was a somewhat remarkable, thing
that the Opposition criticism on the
finances was go little and so weak. It
was aveak in the House and weak in the
press. There was probably a general
feeling that Sir SamuEr Timry had
rather the best of the struggle with the
finances. There too, the melan-
choly faotthnt:gir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT
was not just man to ory out agai
deficits or even extravagance, m.g‘tl::t
even his criticism of estimates was
fatally open to assault, inasmuch as
his own estimates were always
out, and were never once fulfilled.
The year 1880, ending 30th June next,
is one for which the present Finance
Minister is not fully responsible, The
change of tariff in the spring of 1879
caused a large importation of goods,
giving $700,000 of Customs and 5500,-
000 of Excise, or about $1,200,000 of
revenue to the year 1878-9 which pro-
perly belongs to this current year, and
must, as even Sir RicEARD CARTWRIGHT
will admit, be takem into account in
comparing the returns of the various

* .
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CarrwricHT would have been responsi-
ble had he continued in power. The
actual deficit in the year 1878-9 was
nearly $2,000,000 ; but for the $1,200,-
000 of extra revenue referred to, it
would have been $3,200,000 ; and if the
lapsed  balances estimated for had
been expended, the whole deficit
would'have been $3,942,938. After such
an exhibit as that, a small deficit of
$623,306 is petty indeed, particularly
when it is remembered that many cir-
cumstances have rendered that amount
inevilhl;lfo, the $100,000 for the suffering
ple of Ireland being a large item in
1;’!:: ulonlstlzn. hFo:h:;xt i::r the
prospect is brighter it been
since 1873, '.l'hne8 Finance Minister in
his budget speech anticipated a surplus
of $6599,797. It was almost too good to
be true, and the very fact that the sup-
plementary estimates of $314,976 pull
down the figure to a lesser sum, shows
that the Finance Minister is not exag-
gerating the favourable chances, But is
making his calculations en sober facts,
satisfied that for a surplus of even $200,-
000 the people of Canada will thank him
heartily. The next financial year will
witness the operation of the National
currency, the operation of the National
Policy, the economical management of
the Intercolonial railway, and the de-
velopment of the North-West, all
working together for the good of Can-
ada. We shall look, therefore, for the
figures of next year with a confidence
entirely unshaken in the wisdom of
those who now govern the country.
LEGISLATION.

The legislation of the session has
been remarkable in its way. The Gov-
ernment had many measures, but few
of which were dropped. There was
also much private legislation. At pre-
sent it is impossible to give any fair
idea of the real merits of either public
or private legislation, 8o many cases of
amendment having taken place in the
closing days'of the session. But in one
respect, the Government legislation was
wise and necessary. The North-West
and the Indians were two serious
objects of Ministerial care. The lands,
lumber and minerals of the North-

“West are quite sure to be the objects of

ulation, and Sir JorN Mac-
was very wise and practical in
retaining power t6 deal promptly, by
order-in-Council, with the land and
lumber leases, the mining leases, and
all matters that might require an effort
of administration during the year. The
necessity of guarding against any gpecu-
lative absorption of lumber lands or
coal areas, in the interests of the set-
tlers, who want lumber, and of the rail-
way, which will need coal, is ap-
parent to -all. The placing of the
whole subject under Government
control was just the legislation
that was required; and though Mr.
BraxkE would have preferred to have the
orders-in-Council made subject to pre-
vious Parliamentary adoption, his sug-
gestion was very properly rejected.
The placing of the Indians more directly
under administrative.rule, and the crea-
tion of an Indian department, under the
control of the Minister of the Interior,
is a matter about which a variety of
opinions exist ; but as Sir Josxy Mac-
DONALD is apparently, with humane
feelings, which do him infinite credit,
determined to give the largest possible
measuresof protection to the Indian, and
to afford him every chance to better
his condition and to protect his rights,
the experiment is one that will be tried
with great confidence in its ultimate
success. It is as well to face our Indian
problems as speedily as possible, for
time will certainly complicate them for
us. If we can forestall time and teach
the Indian to be a citizen instead of a
Problem, much will be done to secure
the peaceful development of the North-
West.

eager
DON

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Among the questions discussed none
was more directly interesting than the
management of the Intercolonial Rail-
way. At the beginning of the
session, the Opposition members
were in a state of agitation. Mr.
SxowsaLL had been detained several
hours at ome time from his family
in consequence of a delay, and a
wheel had snapped on a car containing
some Grit members of Parliament, who
became conviaced that the management
was bad because the wheel had broken.
They accused the Minister of running
down the road by his economies—to
which Mr. MackeNzie added the
cautious ‘““rider” that he did not be-
lieve there was any economy at all. But
at a later period of the session these
gentlemen were not so confident. Dur-
ing an unusually trying season, the
mails had been carried with great
regularity, in spite of the bad
state of the River du Loup section;
and when Mr. MACKENZIE came to dis-
cuss the subject with Sir CmarLEs
TurPER not a single Grit Lower Province
member was prepared to take up the
cudgels with the Minister. It is mo
1 question, this ; the railway is a
national work, costing over $36,000,000
of the people’s money ; and all questions
regarding its financial success or failure
are necessarily interesting to us all
The fact that 400 men could be dis-
pensed with and over $200,000 saved in
salaries alone on a railway now 840
miles long, was a fact necessarily
disagreeable to Mr. MacKENzZIE ; but,
to do him justice, he faced it fairly

well. He admitted that the present|

Minister was saving money, but pro-
tested that he was not saving as much
as he pretended to be saving. This
little consolation we may allow a defeat-
ed Minister—it does not hurt our case ;
perhaps Sir CHaRiEs TUPPER may be
overestimating his economy by a few
:ll:‘i):l“ndhd()l:rix‘ingme great point is
is he any saving at all ?
Under Mr. MAcxnnzxn,’the :aui!lgmy was
becoming, like the Indians, a yearly in-
creasing e. In 1877-8 the expendi-
ture exceeded the receipts by $269,392 ;
in 1878-9 the sum reached $496,603. In
the two last years of Mr. MackexzIR'S
operation the deficit amounted to some-
thing like $1,100,000 all told. But in
the eight months ending 28th February,
the over expenditure was only $86,880,
We can afford to let Mr. Mackenzie
have a little grain of comfort in think-
ing that there is a mistake and that the
sum is really, say, $100,000. It is won-
derful how small an item in the public
accounts will give joy to the Opposition
mind. We shall look for the accounts
of 1880 with some degree of interest
regarding the Intercolonial railway, for
if tk':.:ond can be established on a pay-
ing basis, the various questions oon-
nected with cheaper freights of flour and
in down, and of coal up, may possi-
ly find a solution not necessarily ex-
pensive to the country. :
THE OANAL AND HARBOUR QUESTION.
The question of freights for grain, of

course, suggests the great topic which

by three delegations to
Ministers and for one whole night in
the House. Nothing can be more im.
Kht for Oﬁa t:u:il the securing of

carrying @ of those great grain
regions which are danloping%hema%lves
80 rapidly in the West and North-West,
Nothing could be.so: serious an injury
as the loss of the shipping trade of the
St. Lawrence and its transfer to the

pared | Atlantic ports of the United §

must be confessed that by
sent we have not been aV
gain for the St. Law:
and natural share o}
creasing volume of
to become dir more largely from
our own great channel. The various
arguments used on the subject are
familiar to the public. It is, however,
one of the inevitable conditions of our
system of Government that no great
public measure can be fully taken
in hand quite free from ail politi-
cal and sectional censiderations. The
proposition to make Montreal a free
port at the expemse of the country,
however wise from the purely mercan-
tile view of it, is one that involves other
considerations ; and the hands of Min-
isters are tied often when they would,
and should, be free. We look with
some degree of hope, however, to the
events of the next financial year to
solve many of the great problems of the
day. A full treasury is a great solvent
for political differences. We trust that,
before much more than a year or
two have elapsed, we ' shall see
the treasury full. Meantime Min-
isters propose to give the whole
question of the canals and river naviga-
tion as full and earnest consideration as
they can, in the hope of being able to
find a solution that all reasonable men,
not asking too much, can accept.

THE OPPOSITION.

No one can say that the Opposition
were not active during the °session.
They divided a great many times, and
began to look on their 48 or 49 with
great satisfaction, thankful, perhaps,
that the number was no less. But with
all their energy, they made no way.
They made, we think, several mistakes.
One was in making it clear to the public
that they had consented, at the dicta-
tion of Mr. BLake, to declare hostility
to the North-West and British Columbia,
to the railway, to the value of the lands,
and to the hopes entertained of large
settlements. Since every day adds to
the evidence of the great value of the
lands, and since even those which were
thought to be are now said to be in
great part fertile, the unfortunate
speeches of Opposition members and
leaders will remain recorded against them
in condemnation at once of their know-
ledge and of their patriotism. Another
mistake was in developing =o decided a
bitterness towards Sir ALEXANDER Garr,
personally, as well as politically. ' It is
quite well known to the public that Sir
ALEXANDER GALT by his skill and ability
succeeded in obtaining for the late Gov-
ernment the one thing of which they
have been able to boast, viz., the Fish-
ery awaid. It is well known at the
time he was appointed, as we!l as dur-
ing the sitting, and at the close of the
commission, Sir ALEXANDER GALT was
praised highly in the Grit papers: But
because he could not, being a business
man, see the benefits of a one-sided free
trade, and because he consented to serve
Canada undera ‘‘Tory” Ministry, he
is assailed with sneers amd invective,
his mission underrated, his ability
questioned, his expenses objected
to, afd an opinion flung abroad
by the ggpgdﬁon leaders that he
gone to London as a pledged partizan.
The very fact that the Opposition saw
and admitted the injury which a misin-
terpretation ofdoSi:n:Lxmnn Gawr's
speech might do, et that they did
misinterpret and préc%ﬁmglo:xgd’their
misinterpretation, was a fact greatly to
their discredit. The move of Sir
RicaARD CARTWRIGHT on the Civil Ser-
vice was also an unfortunate one, in-
asmuch as it called attention to the very
point on which he was weakest,
and revived the memory of
the ‘measure which he himself had
introduced for the purpose of very
largely increasing, without any need at
all, or any excuse, the expense of the
Civil Service. The assault on  the
Eequimalt graving dock also brought
out the fact that Mr. MackENzie had
himself proposed the very policy of the
present Government, which policy,
nevertheless, Messrs. MAckENzIE and
BLAKE opposed. These things may be
called policy. To us they look greatly
like mistakes. '

THE CHANGE OF LEADERSHIP.

The change of leadership did not take
the country exactly by surprise, but
the manner of it did, we believe.
If it be true that the first notice Mr.
Mackenzie had of the intention of his
party was a formal notice to attend a
caucus for the selection of a leader, we
can well understand the expressed sud-
denness of his determination to resign
his position. And we can understand
too the general feeling, that somehow a
deed of dastardly ingratitude was done
when that action was forced by his
party en Mr. MACKENZIE. As we have
said before, we look upon the change as
the extinction of the Liberal party as
a political force to be feared.

LAST WORDS,

The last words of the debate on Wed-
nesday night, the last serious debate of
the session, suggest a number of reflec-
tions. Nothing seemed so easy to Mr.
BLARE as to have the House meet
earlier, the measures brought down
earlier, and the committees meet more
regularly and earlier also; but Sir Jon~
MacDONALD in a very few words full of
practical experience showed the
useclessness of any such attempts. But
the subject of the sitting of Parliament
is one that must be consideredin a more
liberal manner. In all countries where
Parliamentary government exists, the
tendency is to lengthen thesittings with
the increase, not only in public business,
but with the inecrease in the public
knowludge of our fondness for Parlia-
mentary proceedings. In Canada we
have a variety of topics of discussions,
approximating in some degree to the
varied business of the Empire. The
North-West, the Indians, the Pacifie
railway, the Intercolonial railway,
the canals, the National Policy,
the lands, the shipping, the various
provincial demands for consideration,
besides the enormous mass of private
business, will in the future make a
three months’ session ~quite short
enough for the proper discharge of pub-
lic business, The race of debatersis
getting larger. The hours are getting no
longer. The sittings must, therefore,
be drawn out. This past session
has been the most industrious within
our recollection. The House has sat
early and late, beginning night sessions
almost immediately at the opening, and
pressing the debates far into the night,
for weeks past. Nevertheless, members
complain of the length of the session.
It must be expected that the sessions
will be longer, not shorter, as our coun-
try grows and its interests accumulate
for discussion.

His Royal Highnees Peins Leopold will
go to Canada and the United States as

Duk® of Albsuy, by order of $he Qaeen,

EAN: NEWS

[E GLADSTONE MINISTRY.

 QIGHT OF THE MEMBERS—SPERCH
JIT AT HACENEY ON THE AVGHal

Loxpox, May 7.

- the have been re-electe
ypposit Mr. Herbert Gladstone, Lil
f $he Premier, who stood for Middlese
4 stion, to-morrow be electe|
for Leeds to fili the vacand
electing to sit for Midlothiaxn
pectt, Postmaster-General, thankin|
at Hackney for re-election, said o
& —of the new Government wi
¢ the financial condition d
. eves it would be shown th:
3¢ after the deb.te in the last Parli
motion in favour of Encland contrib
of the Afghan war expenses, a teld
ed from India casting to the wind
SDET budget, and destroying the brasted
g This matter, he said, must be closely,

in . Those guilty of negli
snd ipetency—he woald not use st

m_'m brought about svch i

be promptly, peremptorily called to account,
now b'e aided in defrayinz the cost o
the war, not as a matter of justice but of

g

BRITISH POLITICS.

x'_mol' OF MR. GLADSTONE —THE CON-
SERVATIVE ORGAN ON THE AFGHAN DE
FICIT — REFORMS IN IRELAND — DEFEAT
OF THE NEW HOME SECRETARY,

LoNDOR, May 9,
Mr. Gladstone has been re-clected fo
Midlothian without opposition.

THE AFGHAN DEFICIT,
The Standard says ;:—

We Ceciind $0 believe & telegram was received!
trom India relativetothe budget deficit on the morn-
ing the dabate in the last Parliament on
Mr. Fawcett’s motion in favour of England con

a portion of the Afghan war
the Commons meet the matter wi 7
be enquired into. Meanwhile, it would b ious
ly most unfair to accept Mr. Fawcett’s unsupported
references to the telegrams to the India office.

DENIAL OF MR. FAWCETT'S STATEMENT,

Mr. Edward Stanhope, late Under Secre.
tary for India, denies the late Government
received a telegram concerning the Indian
deficit, on the mornipgwafter the debate on
Mr., * Fawcett’s motion in Parliament
in favour of England contributing
a portion of the Afghan war expenses,
He severely deprecated Mr, Fawcett’s ac.
tion in making the statement before ascer.
taining the facts. Mr. Fawcett recalls hig
statement, and expresses regret that he
had been misinformed.

The London correspondent of a Man.
chester paper ssyz it is believed the Queen
will re open Parliament on the 20th inst,
in person. Mr. Forster, Chief Secretary
for Ireland, is expected to arrive from
Daublin for a Cabinet Council on Wednes-
day to advise about measures connected
with Ireland. The general supposition is
a bill will be introduced emtodying the
recommendations of the select committee
appointed to consider the operation of the
Bright clauses of the Irish Land Act.

Sir Wi‘llinn Vernon Harcourt, who has
taken office as Home Secretary in the new
Ministry has been defeated mpon coming
beiore his constituency in Oxford city for
re-election to Parliament. The poll stood,
2Hs.gl (Conservative), 2,735 ; Harcourt,

Notwithstanding the hard times, the
Leith Liberal Committee are daily receiv-
ing large sums of money towards the Glad.
stone memorial fund.

THE GOVERNMENT’S FOREIGN POLICY.

New YoRE, May 9.—The T'ribune’s !
cables say Mr. Gladstone when explana- |
tion of his la a8 g:‘x;if:mg Austria’s |
policy regarding the principalities ||
was requested, firmly declared tllx):élthe

Government intends te hold |
Austrla %o strict compliance with the |
Treaty of Berlin, and will require the |
ultimate evacuation of Bosnia and Herze- |
govina, In the Austrian affair and other ||
firmness, dﬁpﬁ:{gm m°“ g
the con-
able of affected

separate Candahar from Afghanistan,
Each is expected to be master
of the condition of his own department be-
fore Wednesdsy when the Cabinet meets
to pm’vlde the legislative outline of the:
Queen’s speech. A profound sensation was
created by Mr. Fawcett’s definite state.
ment of ‘the financial deficit in India,
which heretofore had been only vaguely
indicated. é!f Mx‘;. Fawcett is correct, the

oug uainted with the
real facts ten days ﬁ:lfore the House ad-
journed, withheld the knowledge of them,
obviously fearing the effect on the elec.
tions. Even Tory papers admit the charge,
if proved and unexplained, must destroy
every public man guilty of complicity in
such a juggle,

EVENTS IN TURKEY.
LoNpoxN, May 8.

A Constantinople despatch says the in-
habitants of Betlis h::g. revoltzi' because
the r received orders tosend all
available cereals to Van and Bashkalet, as
from Erzeroum stated Van and

were hopelessly famine stricken,

and Betlis was the nearest t whence
assistance could be sent, i
here the i

Several thousand
stantinople in the

ENGLAND'S FOREIGN POLICY,

LORD GRANVILLE DIPLOMATICALLY TOUCHES
UPON A FEW IMPORTANT POINTS,
e LoxpoxN, May 10,
aris despatch says:—‘‘A London
Oorrespondent says, at his first offi-
- reception, Earl Granville, Secretary
State for the Foreign  De:
PC:Tf}llmt. declared the new British
of binet frankly adopts the maintenance
i the Treaty of Berlio, that it will enter
::o Do continental alliance, will continue
8 present cordial relations with France,
fupport the Greek claims even be-
(yk"id the demands urged by the French
ﬁuhm" and v;iu endeavour to maintain
arm in Anglo-F

ms:ﬂ i By ony glo-French
Dilke, the newly-appointed
U“U'sﬂltlry for Foreign Aﬁsip;:, has
Permitted himself to be interviewed by a
:"'-Pnlhnt ol a French paper, and his
Mm craate |snuoh surprise and no
- ion. Speaking of the foreign
zfyr of the Liberals, he treated the grave
Jeck ;lﬁhmddepbée frankness, He

* ¥¥e have succeeded to the politi
of Lord oL s

eatate d, and have made
an inventary of i ce to the i
carrying
::" the policy queathed tous, We
The to make lomlo reserve now.
question puzzles us a d
‘-l.-iisbt.b.hop.d that it will be
e e K o
u King Wayo,
of would like to release, but ityh
Boe: Our power. We may grant the
the of semi-independence

: - h »
: 00 .I m_ﬂi: ﬁfog:nn. blem,

X ut the
fon ? Will you cease to up-
of Turkey if she fail to
!ﬁu'nl’ which she has sa re-
m‘“! L
3 %-anl—-“ Depend uponm it
W !“hul carry out these reformas.
.d her to execute all the
co‘! Tmty.gf Berlin, even in
i, 'm;" But then your
, &g'“ Qp...,l i p‘r:c.uely the same
““ Exactly, you have said
fancy that we mean to
are etrangsly
not hold aloof from

od ]y

t in the




