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These were simple enough in the
eyes of one accustomed to the won-
ders of the latter end of our present
century; but when a hand mirror or
a string of colored beads arouses the
cupidity of a savage beast, small
things appear gigantic before their
vision.

So with a wave
caused the white light
ruby glow, and
into a pale green

More heads went down,
figures that still held
wavering between
made their hearts sick, and sullen
dependence upon the crafty witch
doctor who had assured themn he had
the wires laid to overcome this wo-
man spirit whose in had ever
been in the Iine of peace, rather
than the natural aggressiveness of
their race.

Then the girl brought about a cli-
max—it was such a little thing that
Rex would have laughed only for the
grave consequences resting upon it—
merely the commonest of all fire-
works, known ‘far and wide as a
Roman candle, but to those black
warriors a sputtering fire-<ddmon
bearing flaming messages of red and
blue from dread M’'limo.

Perhaps she, had never found occa-
sion to use one of these before.

At any rate its effect on the most
ebstinate of the Zambodi warriors
was profound.

They gazed awe-struck upon the
spouting shower of sparks, but when
with a bang a fieryv red ball shot up
over their heads, to mysteriously dis-
appear, there was a howl of mortal
terror, and "to. a man they threw
themselves upon their knees.

And with each report, the flight of
the colored ball was accompanied by
a chorus of groans and cries that
promised poor reiurns for the pro-
phet Hassaje's future dealings with
his wrecched people.

The victory seemed won, for the
blacks would not dare advance upon
fhe retreat of their white god after
this exhibition of her intercourse
with the terror Ly night, the spirit
of the hills, dread M’limo himself.

When Rex arrived at this pleasan?
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The witch-doctor’s desperate
was not proof against such
set.

He gave a
terrified
all about
cain his old-time
only of escape

When Rex saw him serambling over
the brink, while still covering the
squat figure he refrained from firing.
It was just as well, since the
cian’s one idea was to put a
space between his precious
the spouting fire-god
bled over the edge,
hear him rolling
now on his head and -anon on his
back, shrieking imprecations and in-
cantations in the Zambodi tongue as
on®y a sadly demoralized priest would
be capable of doing.

At all events the evil machinations
of the desperate sorcerer had been
brought to naught, and for the pres-
erit at least nge of the fair god-
rerw.ined sacred.

she held—its
and

the eyves,

ed

was g
valor
an on-
screain that would have
elephant, and for-

his desire to re-
supremacy, thought

getiing

magi-
little
body and
He fairly tum-
and Rex could
down the steep,

the
dess
CHAPTER XXIIL
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Y ou of him as your enemy
——what reason have you for/ believ-
ing that?”’ he asked, determined to
know more, for the Englishman was
very dear to his heart, and he could
not believe such a thing could be un-
less there was a gigantic misunder-
standing somewhere.

‘“Ah! that I cannot explain. I
only know that I have heard my fa-
ther speak the name in his sleep many
times, and always with bitterness,

as though bhis sufferings had come
from such a source. Gradually I
came to believe some one named Lord
Bruno had wronged him, and I tried
to hate the name. That was why I
shuddered when vou mentioned f{t.
I am unable to s« more, because all
his papers conni d the past
he destroyed.”
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in the back, sides and limbs, the ac-
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Constipation can never be cured by
the use of salts and similar weaken-
ing and debilitating purgatives. Dr.
Chase’'s Kidney-Liver Pills not only
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Startled by the question
dlowed her cyes to seek his.

*“*Oh! why do you ask me that?"’

‘The same doubt has arisen in your
mind at some time?’’ he continued,
following up the advantage gained,
with the persistence of a lawyer.

“l cannot deny it. He was al-
ways kind to me, and yet there were
times when sowmething seemed to teli
me he did not love me as a father
should his child. It is shrouded in
miystery. I do not even know why
he came among these savage tribes,
burying himself:from all his kind."’

“But you shal] soon know, for 1
am sure Bruno can tell all. Even at
the end he maintained the same aw-
ful silence with regard to the past?”’

“Yes, because as you know he
died suddenly. A tree fell upon himn
during a terrible tornado. The)
brought him home to die. I nursed
him tenderly, but he had only one
lucid moment before death claimed
him. Then he drew my head down
and tried to tell me something but it
was too late.”’

“You see, my speculation may not
be such a wild one after all; but this
is no time to be indulging in confi-
dences. Our situation is desperate
while that old rogue lives to stir up
the heathen, and it would be well
if we talked of escape. Would you
mind telling me yout name——since we
are to be friends and companions it
wotld be better.if I knew how to ad-
dress you, and I have already given
you mine.”’

‘““He always called me Maid Mar-
ian,”” was the simple response.

Rex repeated it — strangely en-
ough that had always been a favor-
ite of his. Once he had knowr a
little sister whose name was Muag an,
but death had claimed her as a «hin-
ing mark, and she remained only a
precious mewmory in the minds of
those to whom she had heen attach-
ed on earth.

At the same time he thouzht hosww
strange and appropriate that his fav-
orite name should Lelong
who had entered his life in
remarkable manner, never
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certain sick women upon whom his
incantations had failed to produce
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! baiteries on old Hassaje, who jump-
ied a .foot hich as the first dart
i struck him and gave vent to a blood-
| curdting shriek.
| — Then they came thick
Rex pumped and blew
fand main. Never man
that necromancer. It
the screech of the bagpipes to mark
 his  performance the premium
Hmhluml fling. No whirling, danc-
iing dervish was in the same class
| with this artful dodger, who be-
lieved his flesh was filled with fire,
|and who bellowed and jumped and
ibutted into the walls in his mad
search for the exit, which finally dis-
covering he plunged through, to re-
peat his acrobatic feat of the prawi-
ous night in descending the hill head
over hecls and vice versa.

Rex had come out of hiding and
{ fallen into a chair weak from laugh-
| ing when he heard a sound and look-
ed up to sce the girl there in her som-
bre mantle, hooded and veiled.
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! CHAPTER XXIII.
CROSSING THE ZAMBODI TROCHA.

There was little need to tell Maid
Marian what had taken place,for the
amused smile upon her face declared
plainly enough that she had been a
wituess to the ridiculous antics of
that amusing though vindictive
clown, the witch-doctor, and upon
seeing him take such a reckless head-
er down the steep hillside, regardless
of cuticle and bones, she could readi-
ly supply the motif for such strange
actior, even if his shrill cries to the
effect that he was burning up, and
his skin full of fire had failed to
reach her.

The day being pretty well spent, it
was now high time they prepared for
! flight.
While carrying out her gentle and
merciful mjssion to the Zambodi
kraul, - Marian had not forgotten to
listen to <what talk was going the
rounds.
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under the name of tea, and which

& as a connoisseur might at
other time have deemed an extreme-
ly bitter herb, now tasted like
vrosi:i, nectar fit for the gods.

He was already under the influence,
and in a fair way to be hard hit.

Their plans were speedily arranged,
and the docile Zambodi girl enteced
into them, ready to do all that her
beloved mistress said. She owed her
life to Marian who had saved her
when a mad parent in obedience Lo
the promptings of the witch-doc-
tor, had been about to sacrifice His
own child at the stake, in order to
propitiate the terrible god M'limo.

Although the girl would have met
her sad fate with the remarkable for-
titude of her race, possibly with
songs on her lips as the fire curled up
around her, just as martyrs have
done in the years gone by; at the
same time life was sweet to her, and
when Maid Marian dashed the burn-
ing fagots aside, cut the thongs that
bound her, and declared defiance to
Hassaje and all he represented, car-
rying the intended victim off to be-
come her attendant ever after, it was
natural that this young heart
should worship her as a being sent
from Heaven, and only await an op-
portunity to make the sacrifice of her
life if in that way she could repay
the debt.

Darkness had come again.

From in front of the shelter Rex
could look down upon the stockade
surrounding the great collection of
huts. Fires were burning here and
there, but extreme care was always
taken, for a spark might at any time
sct the whole kraal in a biaze.

This thought crept into Hastings’
mind, and he remembered it as a
suggestion put forward by Jim Blud-
soe. when he first gazed upon the
home of the Zambodi.,

In the hands of desperate men fire
is a terrible weapon, and the. most
daring savage in the world becomes
panic-stricken when 2a of flame
sweeps over forest d prairie
licks up his lodges like a whirlwind:
for to him there is a majesty in the
outstretched arms of the fire-fiend,
since most of them have at some

at

SCQ

or

" | time or other worshipped the myster-

ious agent that leaves but ashes af-
ter it has dined.

With Maid Marian to assist him
in making his escape, it hardly see
ed probable he would need to apply
drastic a remedy touching a
to the kraal.

Desides, he  felt no animosity
wards the blacks, remembering that
his mission had been to despoil the
ancient temple of its precious legacy.

One wish he entertained, and really
helieved it would do him a world of
cood to be given a chance to finish
ilassaje before shaking the dust of
Zambodi land from his feet,

The ancient reprobate and charla-
tan had aroused within him an ugly
feeling, such as he could not remem-
ber entertaining towards any other
human being. Perhaps, if the truth
were diligently sought, the reason for
this might be found in the fact . of
Hassaje's hostility towards Marian,
and his evident desire to seek her de-
thronement.

ITad the witch-doctor exorcised his
| deity and learned a little ordinary

n-

as

to-

| cggnmon sense he might have found
| a clear field long ago by secretly aid-

ing and abetting the escape of the
white girl; but such a solution: to
the vexatious problem had probably
never entered his dense head.

Rex watched his companion make a
few simple preparations: for depuro-
ure.

He knew that she was biddmg fare-
well to what had been her home for
many years, and which must have
some niche in her memory, no matter
what bright scenes the future might
open up.

The Zambodi girl was to be left be-
hind, temporarily at least, and there
was a logical reason for such a
move.

Rex could remember reading of an
army about to abandon a fort or
trategical ost, Luaving a few
behind to keep the lires burning and
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deceive the watching foe.
hat was to be her mission.

I'rom time to time up to midnigh§
she was to perform some little task
which she had been carefully drille
by her mistress, and in various
ways beguile those who watched be=
low into the belief that the fair god
still occupied her retreat.

Perhaps this would be through the
burning of a little colored fire. such
as must awe the barbarian heart —
anon it might turn to a song born
in Scotland’s borders, such as Mare
ian had taughte her how to sing with
fecling, not unlike her own.

Hex saw that the idea was a brigh$
one, and did not hesitate to compli=
ment her on it.

At last it was time to go.

They bad a lopg and wearisome

1 bffore them, with dangers
side. The chancs of theis
Buluwayvo ;}1 safety [(were

ther problematical; but  they had

ve hearts, and were ready to de
and dare, whatever the future held.

He was naturally~ewrious to know
how she expected to pass, the cordon
of warriors which the medicine-man
had thrown around the base Of the
kopje, for if any one was thoroughly,
acquainted with the ground the
worker of wonders should be.
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A Glen Miller Man’s Terrible
Triaid.

He Found a Cure at Last in
Doan’s Kidney Pills.

Mr. P. M. Burk, who is a well-knowsh
resident of Glen Miller, Hastings Co.
Ont., was aflicted with kidney trouble fok
ten years.

So pleased is he at having found im
Doan’s Kidney Pills a cure for his aile
ments, which he had begun to.think were
incurable, that he wrote the followi
statement of his case so that others si
larly afflicted may profit by his expsriences
‘I have been afflicted with kidneytroub
for about ten years and have tried severs
remedies but never received an
benefit until I started taking n’s
Kidney Pills. My back used to oonst&nt
ache and my urine was high eolored a
milky looking at times. dince I luv.
finished the third box of Doan’s Kidney
Pills I am happy to state that I am no‘
bothered with backache st all and
urine is clear as crystal. I feel conﬂden
that these pills are the best kidney specifie
in the country.”’




