CHRISTIAN MARTYRS

Lessons of Encouragement for
Afflicted Members.

SOME FRAIL BODIED HEROES.

From These Persecutions the Great Je
filuance of the Church of Christ Was
Started - Not One Drep of Bileod Which
¥Fell From the Chiristian Martyrs Was
Ever Shed in Vain.

Entered According to Act of Parliament of Can-

ada. io the year I982. by Wiliiam Baily, of To-
rouio, at the Dep't of Agriculiur: Ouaws.
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‘Then at last from a horror stricken
nationi there arose pity for the con-
since they were not put to
death for the public good, but to
gratify the crueity of one man.”
Yet Paul wrote about this time that,
in spite of all these persecutions and
martyrdoms, there still remained in
Rome men and women who were true
to the Christian faith, In the dark-
est days of the history of the early
church there were Christians ready
to testify for Jesus Christ, though'
they wore the uniforms of the Ro-
man emperor and though, on account
pf that testimmony, they knew they
fhad to die.

Now, as Paul sent the salutations
of the saints in Caesar’s palace to
the members of the Philippian church
for their encouragement, I am going
to bring the salutations of the
saints who live in Caesar’s modern
palaces for the -encouragement of
very man, woman and child. I am
going to declare to the young and
old, the rich and the poor, the
high and the low alike, that though
some of you are having a hard time
to maintain your Christian integrity
against the bombardments of seem-
it sly overwhelming worldly dit-
ficulties, yet there are men
and women who are maintain-
ing their Christian integrity
ngainst troubles infinitely greater
There are men and wo-
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men truge to God to-day who have
shouldered upon their backs a whole
mountain range of misfortunes and
sorrows and_ pains, while you, com-
paratively speaking, ' are going forth
into the gospel fight weighed down
nly with a little knapsack. There
i Christian men who, figuratively
speaking, have been flung overboarsd
id-Atlantic and told to swim ash. re
you have only a shallow brook
Lo Cross There are Christian men
who are ankle deep, knee deep, waist
deep, shoulder deep, chin deep in the
quicksands of difficulties who can yet
ip and see the face of God,
you, comparatively speaking,
only a stony path to climb. M
aints in Caesar's ancient and
palaces, could bhe true to
rospel faith, surely their spirit-
ual exmuupls ought to rouse every
one of us to better and truer and
purer and nobler efforts, no matter
what our mental or physical or inci-
dental difficulties may be.

I would eneourage those Christians,
in the first place, who are struggling
against the physical depressions of
ill health Life even under the
brightest of conditions is an awful
struggle, Alexander Pope once com-
pared the ceascless struggle of life tg
a continuous journey over the bridge
of time. Upon one end of this bridge
the English poet started the different
generations, Then he kept them
moving on and on dnd on, never al-
lowing the tired and footsore and
headaching and heartaching traveler
to halt for an instant. He kept
them moving on and on over the
bridge of ti until every boy and
girl or young man and young woman
or middle aged man aad aged
woman or
rian or tottering centenarian
tumbled through the broken planks
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of that bridge into the dark waters
of the river of death flowing below.

But though life is such an awful
struggle for the broad chested and
the stout limbed and the powerfully
physiqued, yet, wonderful to say,
some of the mightiest Christian he-
roes have been men and women who
were physical weaklings. Some of
the most famous mental and spiritu-
al giants of the ages have been those
whose physical frames were so frail
that they could have been destroyed
almost as easily as a dew-drop could
be flung from the surface of a leaf
or a humming bird’'s life could be
crushed out between the thumb and
the forefinger of a man’s hand.
John Sunimerfield’s body was so fra-
il that it withered away under the
touch of tonsumption while he was
yet a boy. John Summerfield died
when he was but twenty-seven, yet
he lived long enough, with that frail
body, to bring the gospel message to
the whole English speaking race of
his time. Fanny Crosby, the inspir-
ed hymnologist, who has written
over 5,000 hymns, by means of which
many thousands ef souls have nestl-
ed “Safe In the Arms of Jesus’’
(which is perhaps her most popular
bymnj has such a weak, frail little
body that there seems to he nothing
to Jer physically, and in additionto
her other physical infirmities God
put out the light of her two’ eves
And there she sits, in the darkness
of her own room, in order that with
her eyeless sockets ghe may better
see the face of Jesus Christ. Frances
E. Willard in all probability never
saw a perfect well day in, thirty
years, yet with her weak body she
headed one of the mightiest reform
movements of her time. With her de-
voted companions she toured up and
down this land, speaking in every
town and city of 10,000 inhabitants
or over When she became too feeble
to travel, in order to keep her from
working her friends sent her acrosr
the Yet even there, under the
shadow. of the trees, she would write
her letters, which roused all the wo-
men of Christendom to better deeds
for Cod and humanity

Now, to you who are sitting before
me to-day with the pale 1a e of an
invalid T bring the salutations of the
saints who have lived in the Caesar-
ean palaces of physical infirmity. 1
would tell you to do something for
God in spite of your bodily pain, as
blind John Milton did, as Bella
Cooke, who has been bedridden for
over forty years, is doing; as Paul
did, who was ‘“‘in bodily presence
weak.,”” Your very physical suffer-
ings ought to bring you closer to
Christ Your very sicknesses ought
to make you the more anxious to do
something for the Saviour now that
your time on earth may be short.
They ought to make you as anxious
to do something for Christ as was
the dying president of Union college,
who, wken his physician told him he
had but one hour on carth to live
said, ““Then place me upon knees,
that I wmay spend that hour in pray
er with God, pleading for the salva-
tion of sinful souls!” Would that
to-day, in the presence of these saints
who have lived in the modern Cae-
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sar’s palaces of physical torture, we’

might all consecrate our frail as well
as our wrll bodies to the service of
the Lord .Jesus Christ!

I would ¢. courage those Christians
also who are trying to maintain their
Christian integrity in spite of an evil
past By this statement 1 mean
those Christians whose past sins
have lecn héralded over the world,
even as Cain's sim was known by the
black mark which had been stamped
upon the murderer’'s bre If it is
hard for a young giv! «n she is
living in a Christian home and has
practically never been out of her
mother’s care, how much harder must
it be for a young girl to be good
and true and pure when she has
had her feet cut and lacerated by
treading the erooked and stony path-
way of sin and has had her fair
namne blackened by the condemna-
tions of a dissolute life! If it is dif-
ficult for a young man to hold an
honorable position in society when
his record is cleun and good, how
wuch more difficult must it be for a
man to attain an honorable life when
he has served out his term in a fel-
on’s cell, or has had his hair crop-
ped by the convict’s shears, and his
clothes striped with the mark of the
penitentiary! If it is difficult for a
Christian to live right whose nearecst
neighbors can find nothing but good
to say of him and his past, how
much more diffcult must it be for a
man to live a good life who has been
a drunkand, a libertine, a thief, a
sorial outcast! Would. you, O Chris-
tian., to-day be willing to have re-
formed ex-convicts as occupants of
your office? Would you, O mother
allow reformed servants in your home
whose past lives have been dissolute?
“No,” in all probability you would
both answer in an un-Christian way
‘I do not bear any such people any
ill will, but I would prefer not to
have them around my person They
mignt perhaps they might
lead my children astray, and were
such among my help 1 would
miss them at once.”

But though it is so difficult for a
man ko lead a Christian life who has

steal or

dis-

had an evil past, yet if there are any,

here to-day, I bring to you the sal-
utations of the saints of Cuesar’s pal-
ace. I want to encourage you with
the faft that, just as some of the
greatest of moral heroes have been
}-hysicial weaklings, so some of the
greatest of Christian heroes have
becn those who have sinned even
worse than you have sinned. Harry
Monroe, who for years has run the
Pacific Garden Mission of Chicago,
and who has been instrumental in
saving thousands of souls, was —
what?. A college graduate? A mem-
ber of a Christian Church and a
Christian home? No. He was a con-
verted gambler. Jerry McAuley of
New York, who did so much for the
of Now York, wed a drunkard

and a prize-fighter.
And I bring to you who have ,an

larity, dries weakening drains, heals in-
flammation and ulceration and cures fe-
male weakness., It makes weak women
strong and sick women well.

*Your mediciné almost raised me from the
dead ” writes Mrs. Edwin H. Gardner, of Egypt,
Plymouth Co., Mass., Box 14. "My urine was
like brick dust, and I had pain all over me and
such a dragging feeling it seemed I could not do
my house work. 1 had to sit down to wash the
dIZhn. even. In the r 18g7 1 was so sick I
did not care to live and prayed many times that
God would take me. One day I found a little
book. I read it and wrote to . Pierce, and in
a few days received ananswer. I decided to try
his medicine, and to-day I am a well woman. I
have no backache, no headache, no pain at all.
I used always to have beadaches previously to
the monthly period and such pain that I would
roll on the floor in agony. I took three bottles
of Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescription and three
of ‘Golden Medical Discovery’ and three vials
of Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets, and was com-
pletely cured.”

Accept no substitute for " Favorite Pre-
scription.” There is nothing just as good.

Dr. Pierce’s Common Sense Medical
Advjser—sent free on receipt of stamps
to cover éxpense of customs and mailing
only. Send 31 one-gcent stamps for the
book in pa covers; or 5o stamps for
the cloth nd yolume. Address Dr.
R. V. Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y.

«ule your Bible

You know as no one else knows how
difficult it is for one who has been
a social outcast to try to live
agains among respectable social sur-
roundings. You can speak as Mary
Magdalene could speak. You can plead
as St Delia could plead, why was
the noted Blue Bird, the field
of the New York slums Although
St. Delia had sych an evil past, yet
her life, under the power of the Holy
Chost, became so pure and sweet and
influential, that the rich and the
poor, the pure and the depraved
alike, the old as well as the young,
sobbed over her casket You can
speak from the heart as John B
Gough spoke to the drunkards, be-
cause you yourself have seen the
phantoms of delirium tremens moving
themselves aright in the cup until at
last they would bite like a serpent
and sting like an adder. Struggling
hristians, you have had an evil
past, you can plvad for Christ in the
highways and the hodzes. of sin,
as the saints who had an evil past
could speak in Caesar’s palace. Those
saints to-day are now placing their
han<'s of holy ordination upon your
head that you may go forth ani save
your sinful feliow men

I would also encourage to-day,
those Christians who are eompelled
by force of circumstances to live
and work with evil associates. Per-
haps the young man who is standing
behind the same counter with you in
the store, is an infidel; perhaps some
of .your classmat'zs at school apd in
college are out and out scoffers’
against the word of God. Perhaps,
what is worst of all, you find that
you are married to a man who nev-
er neglects an opportunity to ridi-
t You have found
out also that your husbard is hav-
ing a pernicious and spiritually de-
stroying influence over your children
What are you going to do —
leave these evil associatgs? Some-
times. such a course is possible ;
sometimes it is. not. It evidently
was not posesible for the ancient
saints to have left Caesar’'s palace,
e'se they would have done so It
is most natural to suppose that
those saints would have instantly
fled from the Roman capital during
the time of Nero's prosecution  if
they could have run away with hon-
or and self-respect. But in all prob-
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themselves something like this: “No:
I cannot, 1 will not go! It would
be cowardly for me to desert my
Lord and Master. I will stay here
and keep on testifying for Christ, if
nced be, until my body “is burned at
the stake or eater by ths wild
beasts in ocne of the arcnas.”” And
stay in Rome thess saints did, and
Jdie a martyr's death most of them
alsg did. So it may be your Chris-
sian dutly to keep on living ior Christ
and testifying of his love in a place
of persecution and among compan-
ions who make Christ an object of
daily ridicule, as did the persecuted
young Roman officer whose epitaph
can still be read in one of the Rom-
an cemeteries in these words: “‘He
lived long enough to shed his blood
for Christ.”

Now, I want vou, my Christian
friends, you who are experiencing
these daily persecutions, to fully real-
ize that pnot one drop of blood which
feil from the Chreistian martyrs of
Caesar’'s ancient place was ever shed
in vain. From those persecutions the
great influence of thes church of Je-
snus Christ was started. From those
persecutions were lighted the gospel
torches which are to-day shedding
their g'o:ioid ro s a' round the
world. From those persecutions came
. <o much death and the
death of the saint’s in Caesar’s pal-
ace as the eternal life of millions up-
on millions of immortal souls. So
if you, O persecuted Christian, only
keep true to the gospel faith in the
difficuit places where you are station-
ed you may not oply win your fath-
er and mother and husband and
childrcn for God, but you may win
thousands upon thousands of im-
mortal souls for ( hrist—beings whose
names you have never read, and
whose glowing faces perhaps you
shall never see until you look upon
them amonz the redeemed before the
great white throne

My hearers, no matter what our
walk of life may be, will you to-day
be a saint of God, and throw your-
self upon the pardon and the mercy
of Christ? Will you here and mnow
dedicate your life to the Saviour ev-
en if that dedication means the
shedding of your life’s blood? Will
you be willing to suffer for Christ as
well as to have the pleasure and the
joys that come from the Christian
life? Are you ready to shoulder for
Christ the heavy burden. Are you
ready, for him, to have the feet ache,
the hands ache, the back ache, the
head ache, and the heart ache?

I would plead with you to be will-
ing to make these sacrifices for
Christ, as did the saints in Caesar’s
palaces, because it is on account of
their sacrifices that Jesus is going
to reward you in another<place which
he has builded for you, not in Rome,
but upon the golden boulevard of
heaven. It is only a step from the
palace of persecution into the palace
of reward. It is only a step from
Caesar’e. throne whon the saint of
God is condemned to earthly death
by the power of sin to the throne of
God, where the redeemed saint is
given everlasting life. It is only a
step from the Roman arena, where
the ancient saints were torn to
pieces by the wild beasts, into the
green pastures by the side of the
still waters, where the glorified
saints shall forever dwell with the
Lamb. ‘It is only a step—a short
step. Are we ready to live for
Christ in g place where we may uiti-
mately take that step, although to
take it we shall pass through "o
fires of earthly persecution? It i«
such a short step for the saints o
God from the palaces of Nero to tie
palaces which Christ has prepared for
his own that it does seem as though
the palaces of persecution are but
the vestibules of the palaces of re
ward. May God help each one el
us to be true to his fuith while we
dwell for a little while on earth in
one of Caesar’s earthly palaces !
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Soap or hot water will spoil oil-
clogh. It should be sponged with
sold water,

—_————

SOME SOUND SENSE

O. L. Lewis is the lawyer in this
county most conversant with the
proceedure in criminal prosecutions.
He has, during his ten years of prac-
tice, had the defense in the great
majority of the criminal cases tried
in this county. As the proceedure
now is in eriminal cases the magis-
trate hears only one side of the case
—that of the complainant. Thus the
man who lays the information has the
first ear of the magistrate. First
impressions always have their effect
and the complainant has the advant-
age of this. Mr. Lewis has given this
matter some study. He says that a
public inquisitor should be appoint-
ed to investigate all cases and see
whether prosecution should be under-
taken, first as to whether the erime
justifies, punishment, and second as
to whether it is in the interest of
the public that the expense of a trial
should be involved. He should also
determine whether the charge is laid
to vent or spite and put the defend-
ant to trouble and costs unjustly.
In this way the judge wouldn't hear
anything about a case till he reach-
ed the bench and would be in a much
better position to give an unbiased
judgment. As at present, either the
Crown Attorney or the magistrate
t4kes the information. The man who
prosecutes on behalf of the public is
paid by fees. He is naturally induc-
ed to get as many cases as possible,
for the more cases the more money
for himself. He js also paid more for
convictions than for acquitals. The
Crown Attorney then has to guard
against an inclination to take infor-
mations that should not be taken.
This new office of public inguisitor
would be a salaried office. Thus
the magistrate would hear the case
for the first time on the bench and
his mind would be open to receive
both sides. i

B ——
A scaffold at the:Canadian Northern
Railway's new elevator at Port Ar-
thur, gave way, allowing three men to
fall feet. Harvey and Blackwood
killed and Johmston's leg was broken.
The last-named may recover,

—————e
William Johmston, M. ., for South

Belafst, a prominent Irish -
man, is dead. o,'“'.
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drink Japan Tea.

all grocers.
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Callon GREEN Tea is its superior in fla
and.1s absolutely “Pure”.
lead packets the same as the celebrated “SAL.-
ADA” Black tea, at 25c and 4

vdr
It is sold in sealed

oc per Ib. By

Geo. Stephens & Douglas
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Have a few

Reirigerators

25 per cenf. Discount

off of regular retail price.
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This will be

an opportunity that cannot last very long.

’ left that they wish to dispose of at

P.S. A splendid Map of Western Ontario given
away with every purchase of “Our Superior” Binder

Twine.
works so satisfactorily.

No other twine at the price on the market
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(JEO. STEPHENS & [)OUGLAS

General Hardware and
Implement Merchants.
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Salews—

Oholce Olover Seed, Timothy Seed, White and Black

Oats, Barioy," Corn, Beans, Buokwheat,
~~wFor Best Breade™
Use Kent Milis Gold MedalyFlour.
e eed~Or Health....

Steven’s Breakfast Food.

““Sunrise’’ OCornmeal

The Canada Flour ills Co., uimites
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Strausky
Preserving Kettles

Wil last for years. It pays to buy the best.

See them at
WESTMAN BROS.

We have also a large

stock of

: Screen Doors
Screen Windows
Ice Cream Freezers
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 The Chatham
Loan & Savings Co
Capital $1,000,000
ol SDI3 fomt on Jerggngen

off incum

8. F. GARDINER
. Manager.
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Migard's Liviment is the best.

Spring Cleaning
And Disinfecting

ttl!i§§
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&

Agent, Chatham.

L. , Gen.
THOS MARSHALL., G.P. A Walkerville

£58.70
Chatham to Los Angeles, San Fran-
ciseo. Cal., and return, for Knights of
Pythias Bennial Meeling at Sun
Francisco, Aug. 11th, to 22md. Tiok-
ets valid going Aug. I1st to 9th ineclu-
sive; valid for retura until Septem-
ber 30th, 1902,

$58.25
To Vancouver, Victoria, B. C., Seat-
tle, Tacoma, Wash., Portland, Ore,

and return.
$54.25

To Nelson, Rossiand,
B. C, Spokane, Wash., and return.
Good going July 10th to «20th inclu-
sive; valid returning withinsizty days
of date of issue.
Tickets, folders, and all information
from Agents Grand Trunk.
W. E. RISPIN,
City Pass. Agent,

115 King street,

Trail, Sandon,

Special Excursions

T O e

Los Angeles

San Fra_:i:;;—co, Cal.

Tickets on sale August 1st to Sth,
good to return until September 30th,
Tacoma, Wash.; Portland, Ore.; Vie-
toria and Vancouver, B. C.; tickets on
sale July 10th to 20th, good to returg
any time prior to September 15th.
Fare for the above excursion will be
less than the single first clags fare.

Special Excursions

To Denver, Col, Colorado Springs,
and Salt Lake City, Utah, good during
July, August, and September, good to
return until Ootober 3lst.
Full particulars from any Wabash
agent, or
J. A. RICHARGSON,
- Dist, P-l? Apnt.Y Sta,
artheast corner King and Yonge
Toronto, and S&..'l!hmm Ont,
W. E. RISPIN,,
City Pass. Agent,

Chatham.

CANADIAN
PACIFIC
285

Chatham to Vancouver, Vietoria, B
C., Seattle and Tacoma, Wash., and re~
turn,

$59.25 !

Chatham, to Nelson, Rossland, Ros-
son, Train, Sandon and Kasio, B. C.,
and Spokape, Wash,, and return.
Tickets good going July 10tk to 20th
inclusive, valid for return until Sep-
tember 15th, 1902
Passengers leaving Tuesdays,
Thirsdays and Saturdays have option
of travelling via lake Route from
Owen Sound to Soo orf Port Arthur on
payment of meal and berth arbitrary
additional. '
Tickets and full particulars from
your pearest Canadian Pacific agent,
A. H. NOTMAN,

Asst. Gen. Pass. Agt.,
1 King -St. East Toronto.
W. H. HARIPER, City Pass. Agt.,
Chatham, Ont.
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April is the Month
of Diamol_ds
May is the month
of Emeralds

June is the Month
of Weddings
ok dom

engraved free of charge.
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don’t forget
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