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Though the ladies dined alons, the
takle was bright with the old fami)y
Plate, and tne dinner elaboracely
Planncd and served, with a footman
behind each of their chairs, and ihe
majestic butler presiding with as much
solemnity as if it were a state afltair.

Once or twice in a pause of tae con-
versation —for Lady Blyte tried her
Utmost to make herself agreeable, and
SLcceeded—Signa found  herself un-
consciously thinking * Al} this was
cffered (o mz last aight, and I refused
1t”; but there was no regret in the
thought, only a vague wonder how
8he, so insignificant and poor, could
Lave had the couraze to refuse,

“Good night, my dear,” said the old
lady, as they took their candlesticks.
“Remember you are your own mis-
tress. If you would like to have
breakfast in your own room——"
“Oh, no, no!” sald Signa, with a

“You shall do just as you like, my
dear,” and once mora she kissed her.
Not once had Sir Frederic's name
been mentioned.

On the morrow Signa found ‘hat
Ler ladyship had meant what she had
sald in the most literal manner, for
the butler came to inform her that the
lkead groom had cone to receive her
oraers, and on Signa looking toward

=

ly;

Z

Bue asked, for the sake of something

to say.,

“OiL course, my dear. He never goes
riting, 1
Suprose 1 ought not to say it, but Sir

away from me without w

Frederic is a model son.”

“l don’t know why you should not
szy £0,” said Signa, 2ently,
“Well, my dear, every mother
supposed to think that her goose ig a
about Frederic's

swan., I don't know

being a swan. but he is a

goose, at any rate.”

very good

And she smiled and sighed.

Signa was silent. It was

Yet, my dear,”

il you did, I think vou w.

dangerous

ground they were approaching,
“Youdon't know much of him as
said her ladyshin, soft-

ould admit

that he iz a good son. They say that

a good son makes a good husband, and

I think it is true. But Fredcric 1s

moere than that, You know,

how well the estate

looked after, that anybody’

my dear,

is managed; 1
don’t euppose any place ig

s0 well
s people—

I mean the farmers and the temants—

Dot mean

Lady Biyte, the old lady said, quietly-

“If you would wish to ride or drive,
my dear, tell him so, I will 20 with
You if you like,”

The orders wera given, and they
went for a long drive round the !
estate, stopping now and then at some
cutlying farm; Lady Blyte pointing
out in an indirect way the beauty and
richness of the place, and impressing
Signa with the value of all she Lad

fused.

In the evening she asked Signa if
she would sing to her, and praised
Signa’s voice with such earnest ap-
proval and admiration that Signa s
heart warmed still further toward the
broud old patrician.

fo three days passed in the pleasant,
casy fashion with which the rica can
make them pass; sometimes the two
arove together, sometiines Signa took
her book and wandered through the
park. During one of these rambles
she came upon the ruined tower which
Sir Frederic had shown her.

it stood somewhat lonely in a cornor
of the park, and was kept by an old
man as deaf as a post. Signa got him
ta unlock the iron gate at the top of
the steps; and he would sit at the
bottom while she coiled herself up in
a shady nook on the round platform at
the top, and read or mused. It was
maore often the latter than the former,
tho book would lie on her lap un-
heeded, and her thoughts woul:dl go
back to the deserted Grange and
Hector Warren. From where she sat
she could sce the island on which they
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are so comfortable ana saii
is not one of the
Frederic a
lord and master.”

and is,”
uervously,
like a man
cail it,

ried,”
pause,

hae been driven, and where they had
sheltered in the cave. How genile
&nd thoughtful he had been that day!
how full of meaning she had Jeemed
his every word and took! Ang yet he
Lkad gone without a word of £ooy-Dye
even. In all her life she had never
met a man who came more near to
her beau-ideal of what a man shonld
be, she thought. And she founl her-
self wondering if she should ever ree
him again; her heart ached with a
strange pain as she told herself that
they might perhaps never meet whiie
life lasted, that she had heard his
volce for the last time.

On the third evening, as they sat
in the drawing-room after dinner, Lady
Elyte leaning back on a couch, Signa
mending some old lace which she had
begged to me allowed to do, Iady
Blyte gently approached the Subject
which was always in her heart and
m!nd.

“Do you know, my dear,” she said,
“I am rather uneasy to-night?”

“Yes?” says Signa, looking up from i
Ler lace.

Layd Blyte nodded. and moved the
screen so that the light fell on the
teautifnl face opposite her.

“I have not heard from my son, Sir
Frederic.”

Signa started slightly,
the lace again.

“Did you expect to hear from bim?"

and took up

his age,
pleasure
at the Park.”

tress now, dear
Poor Signa,

bassed my time,

and don't care for
should be more lif
I can have in it.
be glad- to retire
know I hav
bointed out to you

should like to go the
should not
motner-in-law

has served he
gracefully.”

Signa looked t
to which the

Sun were pouring faintly,
with the light

Sir Frederic

hic wifa

think 1
vor to the

~-sua luusmiured somethi

ibly.

“They have never had so

master of the hounds as he
went on Lady Blyte, rather
for all her pride. “They
who rides straignt, as they
and who keeps a good field.
Frederic takes a high place in
county,
er ifi—if

and he could take a

“Of course it iz time he
resumed the old lad
“His father was sett
Nothing would give

“It nas a very

sf.ed. There
m but would give
80od character as a land-

ng inaud-

popular a
has been,

the
still high-

he married the right sort of
pberson, my dear.”

“l am sure of that,” said
warmiy, but flushing crimson,

Signa,

was mar-
Yy, with a
led before
me more

than to see a young mistress

good and.fitting mis-
Lady Blyte,”

sald

“Thank you, my dear; but I have

I am old
company,

into the s

be a very

Tnere was silence for a

and ghn @rended

old lady ehould say next,

and lazy,
and there

e at the Park than
As for me, I should !

hade. You

€ that pretty little house I
In the Park. I ' gitting at the aoor of his coitage smok-
re very soon. I |
troublesome
» my dear, for I think
that when a woman in my position
r time she should retire

moment;

hrough the window, in-
last rays of the setting

mingling

from the few wax-can-
dles. What could she say? She knew
nNow that Lady Blyte was aware

had asked Signa to

that
be

what ' the

“If Frederic had made his cholce, I

Coula say something

that he was

girl he had chosen,”
Lady Blyte, ‘I could say
simple truth,
thousand; that though he may not be
as clever and brilliant as rrme
he is stanch, and true, and steadfast,

in his fa-
said
to her, in
one in a

‘hat
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and would make a woman happy, if
devoted love and unceasing . tender-
ness could bring a woman happiness.”

There were tears in the proud eyes,
and Signa felt' her own grow dim.

“Forgive me, my dear, for boring
you,” said Lady Blyte, gently. “I did
to speak of it, but out of the
fullness of the heart the mouth speake
and my heart is very full of Frederic’s
welfare, I cannot tell you how anxious
I am to eee him settled and happy;
but I can tell you this, that whomso-
ever he may bring to me, I will receive
as a daughter and love ag a very
daughter of my own. I will not say any
more, dear: npt a word,”

“Do not,” eaia Signa, almost inaud-
ibly, and she rose and came and stood
beside her, and put her hand hesitat-
ingly on the satin-clad shoulder.

“No, I will not say any more,” re-
peated the old lady. “But I am glad
I have opened my heart to you,
dear, If—if—jt had been you whom
Frede.ic had chosen, I could say what
I have said with even greater earnest-

ness;” and she turned and put her
hand in Signa’s,
Signa looked down at her—at the

proud face so humble and almost
pleading, and her heart ached! 1f she
could but have knelt beside her and
whispered, “Ie has chosen, Lady
Blyte, and 1 will be vour daughter if
You will have me!” But she could not.
There seemed to be a hand upon her
heart keeping her hack,

With a little nervous gasp she turn-
ed away and left the room. A footman
stood at the door ready to receive any
commands. Her maid waited for her
in her own room, The whole place
seemed devoted to her. If she could
but eay “Yes,” and take it all!

With a sense of spiritual and men-
tal bewilderment ang indecision she
went uretairs and got her hat from her
mald, and wandered out on the ter-
race,

At that moment she almost thought
that she would try and forget Hector
Warren, who had gone without a word
of farewell, and strive to give herself
to Sir Frederic,

The evening seemed stifling—the
young moon saiiing in the blue heav-
€ns seemed to cye her with impatient
scorn for her weakness in thinking of
a man who had, by this time, no
doubr, clean forgotten her.

With a sigh she wandered across the
lawn, and aimlessly, absently, found
herselt in the patn leading to the Tow
er. With a longing to pe quite alone,
and away from tne great big piace, she
hailed the sight ot tne round, ivy-

8rown turret with a weicome e1gh, and
nurried on.
‘Lue 0.a man who kept the key was

ing a short pipe and half as.eep, but
he rose and toucueu his nat mecnani-
cally, and drew the key from his poc-
ket,

=igna nodded, and he crawled up the
stairs and unlocked the gate at the
top—Ilooked rounda almiessly with the
mangper ot all keepers of snow sights,
aud crawled down again, leaving
Signa seated on the rustic chair on
the piatform.

\vith a gesture of relief she took
off her hat o let the cool air fan her
lorenead, and ga.e herself up io
dcep and troubled taoughts. Could she
bring bherself to be Lady Biyte, of
Blyte Park?

the was still battling with the prob-
lem when sne heard a step ascending
tne stairs. It stopped near ne, and,
thinking it was the old man rown
impatient of waiting, she picked up
ner hat and rose.

As she did so, she saw it vas not
the keeper of the tower, but Sir I'red-
eric Blyte stood beside her.

With a ery of alarm, for it almost
secmed as if her intense thought of
him had called him to her side, sne
shrack back.

CHAPTER XVII,

So sudden and uncxpected wag the
I'resence that Signa shrank back and
uttered a faint cry of alarm,

Sir Frederick put up his hang reas-
suringly, and tock a step toward her,
As he did so, he came within the
niocnbeams, and Signa saw that his
face was white and haggard, and hig
whole manner quite different to that
which belonged to Lim usually, Me
lcoked like a man who had endure |
either a long silence or Some terrible
anxiety; his eyves were bloodshot —hig
lips tremulous—his whole bearing elo-
quent of deep and barely sSuppressed
excitement,

“Sir Frederic!” she
of surprise,

said, in a tone

“Yes,” he said. “Iy ) T iR (8 V.
afraid I—I alarmed You?”

“A little,” she assented, trying to
speak naturally, even to smiie; “for,

after all, there was nothing to be
alarmed at. I did. not know wou
were in Northwell, and certainly did
not expect to see vou here.”

He was silent for a moment, as if
struggling ror calm and composure,
and he clasped his hands on a stick
he carried and 1looked hard at the
ground; then he said:

“Yes, T am here. Are you—ara von
£lad to see me?” and he lifted his
eves to her face with an unsettled,
troubled gaze.

“] glanced at the gate. A

something, and
vague feeling
of uneasiness and alarm possesse |
her, though she strove to dispel it by
mental self-ridicule.

“Have you been to the park?”
asked. “I suppose they told you J was
kere? I hope I have not alarmed
Lady Blyte. I ought to have said that
I was going out for a stroll.”

He shook his head.

“No, I have not been home. I knew
you were here, because I saw you—
Lecause I watched you.”

Signa colored,

“Watched me, Sir Frederic?”’

He rodded.

“Yes,” he said, huskily. “I have
been watching you ever since you
came here. That is the truth. I co
rot know what yon wiil think of me.”

“Then—then,” said Signa, aston-
ished and troubled, “you have not
been to Lon?on, Sir Frederic?”

“No,” he replied. “I intended going.
I took a ticket, and travelled nalf
Wway; then I found I could not 29, and
I came back by the next train. 1
cculd not leave you, knowing that you
were here!” alt

“Sir Frederick!”

He shook nis head,

“It 18 of no use.
what you will. I eould not tear my-
self away from the spot where you
might be. Do not be angry wich me.”

“I ought to be very angry,” said
Signa, coldly, “Lady Blyte assured
e that you had gone to Loadon, c¢r

Sigan murmured

.
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deed, more like a man bereft of his
senses than a ratiopal being.

“I feel that I ought to be angry,”
said Signa, tremblng, and attempting
to pacity and soothe him, “and I am
Bure that Lady Blyte will be very sor-
Iy and annoyed; but let me 5O,
blease,” and she made a movement to-
ward the gaie, between which and her
he stocd.

“Stay for a few minutes,” he plead-
ed. “I—I cannot go to the Park to-
night. 1 could not face my mother.
Wul you not stay with me for a few
m.nutes? 1 will see that You reach
the nhouse safely.”

“I cannot stay,” said Signa. “It is
gettinz late, and Lady Biyte will be
uneasy.”

“Are you afraid to trust yourself
with me?” he asked, half angry, haif
pamntuily. “you need not pe. Signa,
I love you as deeply and passionately
as a man can love a woman.”

“Sir Frederie, 1 cannot, 1 will not
listen.”

“Why shouid you be so hard to me””
he pleaded, aimost with a sob. *“What
is there in me that should make you
hate me =0?”

“I don’t hate you!” sha said, trem-
bling and troubled, her eyes fixed on
the gate, before which he stood fixed
and immovable.

“Then why cannot you promise to
try and love me? Why will you not,
at least, permit me to love you? 1
will wait—wait for years, if you will
but say the word. I am not fearful of
the result; I can and will be patient.
Signa, for Heaven s sake lhisten (o
me!”

“I have listened too long, Sir Fread-
eric,” she said, flushing with indig-
nant pride. *“Is this a time to—to
press your suit? It—it is almost an in-
sult to talk to me like this!”

- =

I should not have come. to the Park
after what had passed hetween us. You
must know that, Sir Frederic.”

“I know f{t,” he saiu, a.most sul-
leely. “I offer no excuse. I have
found out that I cannot bear to Be
away from you. Signa——"

“l think you had better call me by a
more formal name, Sir Frederic,” she
said, gravely, and with an appearance
of calmness, which ‘belied her trem-
bling frame and beating heart,

“Do not be angry,” he pleaded. “let
me call you by the name by which
I think and dream of you, night and
day, unceasingly; it can do Y01 no
karm. Signa, you will think me mad
to plead in this way, and I think that
1 am almost mad; but it is for love of
you. You asked me to forget you, and
I tried, but I cannot,. Signa, if you
still refuse to accent my love, 1 am
a ruined man, utterly ruined and un-
dcne!  Think how madly I must iove
3ou when I can forget honor and salf-
respect as I have done. I have crept
about my own place like a poacher
o1 a chief, just to get a glance at you,
just to hear your voice, though only
at a distance; that was all. I did not
mear. to approach you, to speak to
you. It was sufficient for me to know
that I was near you, watching over
You— "

“Sir Frederic—"

He put up his hand, and Signa saw
that it trembled against the moon-
light.

“Hear me out. T say I did not in-
tend to approach you, but to-night, as
J naced under the trees within sight
of the house, afraig of my own keep-
ers. I saw you come from the house;
i saw that you were unhappy and
troubled, . and I could not resist the
temptation. I followed you here, even
at the risk of arousing your anger and
scorn.” He paused for want of
breath and stood staring at her, ia-

Thorough mixing is
what makes cake
delicate and tender

ic Sugar

makesthebest cakebe-
causeitcreams quickly
and thoroughly with
the butter which is the
hardest partofthe mix-
ing. Its purity and
extra “fine” granula-
tion make it dissolve
at once.

2 and 5-1b. Cartons
10 and 20-1b. Bags
4

“The All-Purpose Sugar”

“l insult you!” he exclaimed——*1
who worship and revere the ground
you walk on. Ah, you would not say
this if Hecter Warren had spoken as I
have spoken.” i

Signa turned pale, and confronted
him with all her maidenly pride blaz-
ing in her eyes.

“What right have you to speak of
me of him!” she demanded. *Mr.
Warren is no more to me than any
other man 2

Then she stopped, for comething-—
the very falseness of the retort—
choked her.

“Let me pass, please,” she demanAa-
ed, tremblingly.

But he did not move.

“Will you tell me piainly and dis-
tinctly, that you do not core for him?”
he said, hoarsely.

“I will tell you nothing—I will not
answer such a question,” ghe replieu,
looking him full in the face.

“Then it is true,” he groaned, bit-
ing his lip. “But for him—this opera-
singer, this adventurer, coming irom
no one knows where—youn would have
learned to love me!” .

(To be continued,)
SRl
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No cutting, no plas-
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Dogs and Cats Germ Carriers.

“Dogs, cats rats and mice are
mediums through which much disaster
is scattered,” says the Texas Medical
Journal. *People are constantly mak-
ing war on rats and mice from econ-
omic necessity, but they seluom fuiuk
of them as disease carriers and germ
spreaders.

“There is no possible good that can
expensive to maintain a 2w of them
akout a place than 1o teed another
person, aside from the hacm ey do
in spreading sickness, They should
ke exterminated, e.ven wy aQauoaat,
state and municipal action, if that is
recessary. New Orleans and some
other cities are endeavoring to do this
for iwo reasons—that they ure expen
sive to maintain, and thac they are
responsgible for some of the rublic
scourges. The time will come when
a city will be ashamed if jt Lias rats
and mice in it.

“But what about the dogs and cats?
They are even worse than the rats
and mice, for they are the favorite
Lousehold pets of the country. They
rot only have free access to many
homes, but are taken into the arms
of women and children of the familv
and fondled and caressed. often when
il:ey are loaded with dis»ase .germs,
Dogs and cats are inordinately fiithy,
i Notking is too dirty for them to get
|ln10 with their feet and nouths; no
rlace terrifies them necause of the
diseases that may bhe lurkinz there,

“They delight to roam about ques-
ticnable places, especially at night,
and expert to receive t'pir customary
caresses next day, They are ¢xpensive
to feed and dangerous to irave around.
Why will sengible people koen them”
They may be w riiten as foreizn to the
scepe of a mediecal Journal, but it is
written in the hope that -the rhysi-
cians of tha country may interest
ti.emselves in exterminating these
uzeless household pests.”

s

T see the right, and 1 approve it,
tco; condemn the wrong, and yet the
Wrong pursue.—Ovid.,

“Here, you! What do vou mean hy
telling that red-nosed bachelor friend
of vours that marriage 1s all a Jot-
tery?” “I was just ahout to assure
him, m’dear. that T won a prize.”—
Louisville Courier-Jonrnat

The Ten Commandments.
(As Used in Germany.)

First: The Hohenzollern spake
these words and said: 1 am the Lord
thy God; thou shalt have none other
gods but me.

Second: Thou shalt make to thy-
self graven images of my victorious
generals, and bow down before them
In the market places, and worship
them, and make them offerings of
gold, silver, and iron.

Third: Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lord they God in vaia,
for this were lese-majeste.

Fourth: Remember that thou keep
holy the Lusitania Day, when 1 tri-
umphed over my wicked enemies, and
cast them and their wives and Iittle
ones into the deep.

Fifth: Honor thy father and thy
mother. unless 1 bid thee kil themn,
when thou shalt do so, that thy days
may be long in the land.

Sixth. Thou shalt do all murders
that I command thee to do.

Seventh: Thou shalt commiz any
kind of crime against mine enemies,

Eighth: Thou shalt steal all that is
possible from countries that 1 have
invaded, and what thou cant not carry
away thou shalt destroy.

Ninth: Thou shalt bear false wit-
ness against thy neighbor, and shalt
continue to bear it, and shalt affirm it
with many oaths and outeries of in-
nocence,

And to each and every. ceomirand-
ment the obedient German people an
swers “Amen!”—Western Britisi-Am.
erican, Chicago.

—lgee

BABY’S OWN TABLIIS
OF GREAT HELP

Mrs. Wm, Artlett, Ancaster, Ont.,
writes: “I have used Baby's Own
Tablets for three years for my little
girl and babv boy. I have founmd
them of the greatcst help during the

teething period and always keep
them in the house.” The Tablets
aid teething babies because they re-
gulate the etomach and bowels, thus
preventing constivation. diairlioen
and convulsions, They promote

healthful eleep and keep badby well
and happy. They are sold by medi
ciné dealers or by mail at 25 cents a
box from T~ Dr. Willlams' Medicine
Co., Brockville, Ont.
—

WORKED ONG WAY.

His Efforts to Be Famed for Cour-
tesy Met With a Check,

“You read in the papers now and
then,” said the sad faced street car

conductor as a deeper shade of sad-
ness crossed his face, “that scme rich
person had left a policeman or a econ-
ducter a fine legacy for being courte-
ous to them. After I had read two or
three of such things 1 made up my
mind to put on an extra. touch af
courtesy in cases of old women and
old men, I too, had a chance offered
’ me. A fine old lady took my cor, and

I helped her to find a seat and ah-

swered all the questions about how to
i reach Mercy street. She had to change
| from my car to another, and I tender-

Iy helped her off the plaifoim  and
'gave her the most minute directions.

For the next two days 1 felt that |

would be named in her will, hut then

something happened that made e pe-
lieve that I would not.”
“And what happeued?” was asked.
“I was called to head quartert on a
complaint made by that very old wo-
man 1 had used so nicely. She had
entered a complaint of negligence
against me, and 1 was cated up to ex-
plain,”

“"But what causc had she®”

“It was that I did not rais: my cau
to her when turning to get on my car
after directing her. I have given ua
all hope of a legacy and gone buek tg
my usual peliteness and no mcre, |
gucss all the grateful old wemcen dir
off before I took the job.’—-Ballimors
Amnmerican,

————— e .
Spring Sleeves.

Evening frocks not guilty!

Modified gimona lines
sleeves,

And they are usuall full-iength or
eeven-eighths.

Afterncon frecks have seven-eighths
or haif-length sleeves,

And there are not a few efternoon
models with a full-length trausparent

sleeves.
———e——

Avoid Harsh Pilis !
Bectrrs ondemn Them

l Most Pilis unfortunately are hameh

in  coaat

and. dractic; taes caute infieisaatic

| and great discomfort. Rather lik~
[ nature is the way a pill should act,
| mildly but effectively.  Science hass

"f‘stablished nothine more satisfactory

as a familv pill than the old reliable

i Pills of Dr. Hamilton's, which for
forty years have had a premier plaes
(in America. Dr. Hamilton's Pllls are
! very mild and can be effectively used
by the aged. bv children. ang indeed
i by men and women of all ages. No
| stomach or howel medicine 1 more
reliable. No remedy for indigestion,
headache or bilioueness is ®m0 effec-
tive, - 8o mild, so certain to Quickly
Cure as a 26c box of D 4 Hamilton's
Pills,

-

Tenth: Thou shalt covet thy
neighbor’s land, his home, hiz wife,
his ox, his ass, and everything that is
his, and thou shal{ hate thy neighbor. .



