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Cewmunirntidn».

How TO make the ST. LA WHENCE THE 
commercial hichway of the west.

S«. 3.

Halifax. N.S., Ang. 7, 1R68.
Before dealing with the wider subject of onr 

ability to I'omjiete with the Erie Canal for the 
trade of the Western State*, let us glance at a leas 
important point, hut one that more immedMely 
concern* the present—the importance of the St. 
Lawrence in developing our trade with the Mari­
time l*rovinces and with the West Indies. Our 
exjsirts to the latter an- met by the products of 
the Western Stages, and of the western ) «orrions (>f 
the Dominion, of which New York Mieconio* the 
factor. Our export* to the Maritime Provinces by 
the St. Iatwrence have to contend with a formula 
Lie competitor, the Grand Trunk Hailwav, to the 
energy ami enterprise of which we are under great 
obligations. It has now an advertisement in the 
Halifax newspapers, that it “ will, at all times, 
take freight for Montreal or Toronto at the low 
est rate for which any steamer then fn the |««rt of 
Halifax will ign bills of lading." This is an 
anomaly that deserves enquiry. Either the 
Grand Trunk must lose by such low rates .of 
freight, or the facilities for traroqsirt by. the St. 
Lawrence must lie very imperil*1! or gnatlv im 
peded. It is manifest, at the outset, thst^a Water 
highway which nature, without isiet^ or charge, 
keeps in working order fig seven months of th 
year, must, while navigation is o|**n, lie 
e lies per than an iron road, built and maintained 
at a lieavv cost. Which requires constant re|»iirs, 
and should pay hot only its working excuse*, but 
also some return for the inilliohs that were .*x- 
{■ended in its construction. Krmj ton ont Ini 
rail irhich Ctnthl hr cimr*hi*»tl ;! fonrrtnl'il hit 
ira//1\ represents n cerium /-«*> fo the pnh/ic ro 
much ilnhirtnl from the primluetiee copilot of o 
country. SomeUtdy must pay for railways, 
Someliody must keep them in rvjiaii, and the ex­
pense of railway tvatlie must fall ultimately on 
somelxxlyi, the prislneer, the consumer, the mer 
i liant, or the railway company!

though at first sight it might appear to he simply , flild, the Went Indian and South American trade, 
a boon to Nora Scotia, would hare in the long ! I hi capability for almost unlimited extension 1
run proved of greater im|*irtanee to the grain 
grower and manufacturer of ( arvula West. Very 
many public men in Ontario, (Quebec and New 
Brunswick, who op;wised a duty most strenuonsly, 
were favorable to the other proposition, holding, 
not unreasonably, that any imposition for the gen­
eral benefit should lie equally Imme hr the Do­
minion at laige. As the measure would have lunl 
the siijqiort of Mr. Galt' and other indepemlent 
members, it rested with the Government to a.iy 
whether it should he adopte<i or not. But there

But the results 
of the trade by the Grand Trunk are not as bene­
ficial as might lie exacted. ■ The Hour and other 
products of Western Canada are forwarded Irv rail 
Iroin Montreal to Portland, and thence to Halifax 
by a steamer, whlp}i carries 1«.*vk but little in re­
turn. lienee the flour has to lie paid for in cash, 
and the drain on the Lower Provinces is very heavy, 
the tnule being altogether oee-siibsl, and un satis­
factory, in spite of the very low rates at whir!) 
flout is landed by the Grand TnmV at Halifax. 
It would lie slightly ungracious in any one except, 
a stockholder iu the Grand Trunk to enquire 
whether the public are not gaining more than the 
company by this trattle. It la, however, |«erfectly 
clear that if facilities are afforded for trans|n>rt bv 
large propellers direct from Toronto toJPicton, and 
the low down freight* are lowered still more by 
remunerative return freights, the Grand Trunk, 
during the summer months at least, cannot pre­
tend to cdfnpcte with our water highway : and 
such an advertisement as that which I have 
quoted, would be simply an otfer to do business on 
that proverbially unprofitable principle of “ work­
ing for nothing and finding yourself. " The pro­
posal to eneouijage return freights of fuel by tem­
porarily giving a bounty on Nova Scotian coal.
sod taking oil' catyil dues

were political considerations of the utmost urgene 
that rendered the measure advisable, a]iart from 
its commeri iai lwaring. The Nova Si'otians were 
fretting under some real, and many imaginary 
grievainvs, and were, with singular unanimity 
a twin! to appeal to the Imperial Parliament to 
dissolve the union. The adoption of fhe propose," 
measure would have cut the ground from under 
the feet of the Nova Scotian delegation, and 
would have given the Iwleagunxl friends of union 
among us, a weapon by which they could h 
defeated the opponents of confederation. On re 
turning to Nova Scotia, after the public meeeting 
at Toronto, in April last, I urged most strongly 
upon tin* Finances Minister my belief, that the 
agitation in Nova Scotia waa likely to increase in 
intensity, ami that the pnqioscd eonvessiiin, if 
imimslinte, would shut the month of discontent, 
but that it would eon* too late, if deferred until 
aimtlier session. Time will, show whether th 
impression was ermneous or not. That the Nova 
Scotian members did not urge a measure whi- 
would have had the effect of stultifying them 
selves, was the strvngi-st argument to spur the 
Government on, and is certainly the last reason 
which call Is* alleged for no action bating lieen 
been taken. Why nothing was done, is still 
mystery to us. The only |wi tirs who could, by any 
iswaibility, l** injuriously affn-teil hv it. Were 
Pennsylvanian coal owners, and the Grand Trunk 
Railway. The former. though omnipotent in the 
I’nited States, are powerlcas here ; while even the 
great ability and zeal of tin we who manage the 
•latter, can hardly have raised it to such a I'umtid 
able position, ** to render the j»*aee and even the 
|iermalien»*e of the Ifcinifnimi a matter of second - 
ary considérai ini*.

As we cannot jiml in either of these influential 
interests a elm* to the difficulty, we must asaunn* 
that it will he found in some urgent politiml 
necessity not vet eonfidtsl to the pulilii;.

Though then* may appear t ibe a i* no | at it ion 1«r- 
tween tfw (riainl trunk and the'Nt. laiwrem-e 
route, it is only temporary, and arises from the 
imiteil amount of laisiness that is aeeomiinslated. 

That the trathe lias assumed even its ]avsent 
dimensions, is due more to the energy and enter 
■rise of the Grand Trunk, and to American lrgis 
atioti, t lia n to our appreciation of the facilities 

fin trade which nature lias lwst«»e<l U|niii us, in 
our great water highway, to the West. Wen* oùr 
trade by the St. laiwn-nee develojusl, the Grand 

runk would In time In-equally the gainer. Dur­
ing seven months of the year it would sci ure most 
of the passenger tnitfie, and even if the heavy freights 
should Is* attracted hv the St. Lawrence route, 

a* Grand Trunk would have a reversionary in tet ­
ri which would for five months in the winter, 

give it the monopoly of the trade, and enable it to 
leap the benefit of airy impulse which hail during 
the summer months lieen given to intercolonial 
trade bv way of the St. Lawrence. Whether the 
Intereiduiiml Railway will prove a more trouble­
some competitor I need not here enquire. It is 
difficult for the casual observer to .see that the 
Grand Trunk has anything to fear from it, and 
even if it has, by the time that that formidable 
undertaking is accomplished, the traffic to he 
accommodated, if we put our shoulders to the 

heel, will tax the eajwbilities of all the outlets 
for our trade.

There is, however, room enough tor all, and
pi* ivincial coâl, I but little need for jealous rivalry, in that wider

hive jiuperfectly sketched in rot pamphlet on 
Iftenxiloni.il Trade. • At preeent more than sixty 
iPHoM of dollars worth of products is exportai

tthe Vnited States, most of which we could pfo- 
e more cheaply tlian themselves. .We have 
been so long inured to being V hewers of wood 

aâd drawers of water" to the Americana, that like 
their bondsmen in the South, we prefer relying 
upon our taskmasters for existence, and dread the 
lpEerty of imle[ien<ii*nve when it is bought at the 
DRce of energy and self-reliance. 1 We hive 
hitherto lunl but little ambition to rise te a mere 
lucrative and honorable position in the ecale of 
•étions, and are now forced, by the repeal of the 

^fcciprocity Treaty, that commercial Emancipation 
Act, to face the somewhat startling fact, that we 
i**i eoni|H*te ou favors I de terms with our overtaxed 
agiglilsir*. There are some markets in the Weet 
Ihdies to which we export nothing, the Am mean s 
elyovmg a monopoly. How lo$g they will be 
utile to remain our factors, ) hi phasing our pro* 
diets in the face of a 20 per rent, duty, and 
leaking a profit by exporting them to markets, 
which are as open to us as to them must 
depend upon time, or at least upon our capabili­
ty for seilentary inaction. Oqr freedom from ' 
taxation is a great advantage in our favour, and if 
we supplement it by increasing our facilitiee for 
moving our pnaluct* cheaply to the seaboard, the 
gains will 1m* so plainly ours, as to preclude any 
utmAi-reiice on our part.

'jVc have the necessary class of veaacla, intelli­
gent and reliable shipmasters, and merchants 
fdfriliar with the West 1 ndian ; trade—all the 
nathiiieiy that is required for developing this 
dll of futi-rprise, so soon as the manufacturers 

slid producer* of the Weet Ivgin to covet the large 
prijjfit* which rewanl the enterprise of our neigh- 
1*1» ill the markets of the south.

lie trade will be earriisl on by means of pro* 
j*<^*»s running to Piéton. Mr. Patterson, the 
Sectary of the Gofu Exchange of Montrent, in 
hiâWcry able and exhaustive re|srt ou the trade 
oipiat city, suggests that the can ala should be 
ibAsni*! ami improved, and that produce for 
KitÇqie should be transhipped at Montreal from 
'meges into sea-going vessels while that intended 
f r|h. Maritime Provinces and the West Indies 
riuj&ild lie carried direct to Pietoc liy propellers 
fruhi 'the lakes. This proposition, which it a very 
w*|ible one, goes a good deal farther than he in- 
teffibsl. I fit if- paisible to send {irodueeto IMctOU 
in lake imipelleix ia equally practicable- to mud
thf*pr,*iu« ts inh'iuled for Europe to the asms con­
venient jsiiiit of transliipmcnt. This proposal 

a maire interesting and important field 
est Indian and Sainth American trade, 
tht possibility of making « port user / 

thçgrostrrn limits of the 1 tom in ion tht point *f 
rtyhxJt ipmr nt for th* rrports to lfuropr from th* 
trttttri-H State sand from Wetter n I'ltnada, e subject 
lSrli 1 will tp-at of in uty next.
1 U U. Haubvetok.

W AST El > I NV K-STMENTS.
EUBr ( iiudku Mem-tan Times.
^ Ü|.t two year* ago < hitsno had one of ha remit* 

n{ speculative fevers. Oil had been diaeovered 
in the township of Enniskillen a few rears before; 
irtÀtdice hail at last l**eu overcome ; cut hnaiaeta 
>roglaimi*l tliat a source of wealth had been 

disÀven*! which would enable this Province to 
i^giete with any other country in the. globe ;, 

nn*i*> wa» I wing mmie, and everyone was deter- 
i^al to make it. Die most stingy Cofcnty 
i.ii*. i], voted twuusre to the eoiuj«nii-s that 
•old sink s deep shaft for oil. ' Many ttied it, 

aniK " roweil up Salt, river." One or turn, the 
ud^rieh one for instance, were fortunate enough1


