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•Sana* rrjw rt *h"W* about t we've per filt bet profit ; 
Cropey baa rsrestly built a W.OM bushel oat bows* is 
add.ti. e to lb* r ti*v«t«.r of "l ew I uabela rapacity tb* 
tin «tor at IV barilla has a rapacity of Td.oos and 
k,-asi— about «au,ecu tusbe'e yearly ; Ik* •ompaey et 
Volf at iivaa Ian alavatora a ad handles SO.lfll bushels ol 
graia eeawVly. - sd tb* Farmers" Elrt«loi Vompnsy 
al RI l‘aa» d<«a tb* same tb* Oarlock El*v»tor Com 
paay reports a pro perous y«ar. tb*rr he.ng as undivided 
surplus o* M.tfc J n hand Jasnary 1. sb.cb tb*y rotad to 
heap m tha treasury lerrrmirg lb* capital stock to 
|i.mw and th»n lanuiac a stock *1 rtdend of 13 11 per 
rant no all block oulatasd'sg at the fitst of Iba year 
Ttna r. mpepy b nd'cd ncar'y I’o.co* Inn hr'* of rrala and 
7$n tons alcna i hr past year Tb* IV»oka t'rr*k Klerator 
•bleb baa been doing bueinaee about eighteen months ha* 
a surplus o' m.»ra than II.»». ,,nd lau.de* receiving good 
prices for ft* r grain tb* Company accumulated twelve 
par • ent on Its capital stock The Elevator Company 
at Monlirelln operates two elavatorw. and on* day last 
fall there were counted Hi wag. ns load'd with corn 
stand ee n line waiting for their turn to be unloaded 
The f'arro fiord.» tVmpuny handled Î17.414 ^bushel* of 
grain In IWf . also I,Mo t< ns of roft coal »nd 2*1 tons of 
hard coal Tha total amount of business for the year 
was approilmntely 1160,000 and a profit of $1.191 was 
realised after paying all e*panses

Hier* the organisation of tb* Vo operative Elevator 
at Mason Vity already referred to. in 1*99. addltli ns have 
been built to tha elevator whii h holds 1.1,ooo bushels, at 
a cost of I1.1M, cribs which hold C.iOn bushels of corn, 
sad also two large coal sheds All of these have been 
paid for out of the earning of the company, and in addi 
tins to th s the company has paid $1.500 In dividends 
They will soon put in a drier and make some other im­
provements. which will cost about $'.000 This company 
handles between MO.OOn and 400.000 bushels of grain a 
year

In Iowa the success has been even more marked The 
State organisation wns formed two years later than that 
of ritnols. but It has outstripped its predecessor In the 
number of elevator companies formed. The struggle In 
Iowa was * m Ur. though a more bitter fight wns waged 
against the little co operative companies than in Illinois 
The first society of the state was at Rockwell. Cerro 
Gordo County, and their success is largely attributable 
to the clause Incorporated in their by-laws, providing 
that a commissi, n of one half cent per bushel should be 
ps'd Into the company treasury by their members for 
every bushel of grain aold either to themselves or to their 
competitors When sold to their own company this rep­
resented tfcc cost o« handling the crnln. and when sold to 
a competitor It was paid Into the treasury just the same, 
and in this way the farmers' romp ny was provided for. 
no matter how much the line e'evator people raised the 
prices In their endeavor to force the farmers' company 
out of business The trust fought the farmers' Company 
at Ro< kwell, and fought them with every trek known to 
modern political business, and to the everlasting credit of 
the little group . f staunch and fa thful farmers they 
failed Hut. though the trust was beaten at Rockwell, 
the fight had been so hardly woo that other sections of 
the state hesitated before orcnntrnc their own companies 
for fear of a similar ezpei tenre

Mr. V. ,1. Messe role, who has been identified with the 
movement from its inception and who is now secretary of 
the state organisation, m relating the history of the fight 
says that "The policy of the comb-ne fer the t me being 
waa to ignore the Rockwell aociety, rn-l after be ne 
driven out of that market pa d little attention to them, 
but when a dozen or more of these companies were organ­
ised and the mo> ement threatened to become general, 
thrn it was that the real purpose fog which the Iowa 
Oenin Dealers" Association, under the leadership of the 
l.in* Elevator interests had been reorganised was disclps

sd Blacklisting the ro operative companies and boycot 
un g al commission houses who dared to receive the bust- 
new* of the r operatives. Hu’ldoging lo*al merchants with 
threats of putting is department stores, filling the local 
press w th fata# reports of fie Brlal dilficultlee of ro oper 
at've compsnue. formed a Isrge part of tb" activities ol 
the Intsta" f. wa represistatic* . . Il*nll* ne that 
the net was slowly but surely encompassing them, n Call 
was sent out in the month of October. V0I. from Rock 
well for a'l co operative compnn re o the state to meet 
at Rockwell < n Xowmber 4th. tor the purp.se of organ 
isine an aiso- lati'-n. the object of which was to be a 
more Intel icent nnd vigorous effort towards the promo- 
lion nnd organisation of co-operative soe'ett** and unite 
nnd s I dry the dieting rompnnle* for the atrugg'r which 
nil knew was to come **

Mr MrCrecry. ol the lllinolu State Association. Mr 
W M St rknry and Mr Mcs'crole were invited to assist 
at the organization "We were met at the train by * 
Htt’n hand of pioneers." continues Mr. Meeeerole. "and 
escorted to the dining hall The town was decorated with 
lings nnd bunting nnd mncnlflrrnt displays of the pro­
duct* of orchard and fie'd " •

The organisation resulting from this meeting elected 
Mr X. Deremore president. Mr Mcswrrole secretary, and 
.1 H Hrown of Rockwell, treasurer. Twenty companies 
joined the Association at the start and that number has 
increased until at present there are over 200 companies 
beli nging to the state organization, with a membership 
of 30.000 farmers

This Association publishes the Co operative Journal, 
a monthly etcredlncly well edited by Mr. Measerole. 
which contains considerable news of the advance of the 
ro operative movement among the farmers The Journal, 
which is published at Chicago, Is endorsed by all the 
state organizations, nnd ‘a a great factor in bring ttg 
them into closer relationship with each other, nnd in pro­
moting actual co operation between them

Nebraska has also a state federation, nnd their fifth 
nnnunl convention waa he’d at Lincoln on the twenty- 
fi*st nnd twenty second of January. About 2.000 farmers 
attended then* meetings There are 140 co operative ele­
vator companies In this state and a large number of 
co operative shipping companies. The association has 
declared itself strongly In favor of federal Inspection of 
gram and weights, nnd Is throwing its weight In favor of 
other legislation which will be of benefit to the farming 
Interests.

In Minnesota there wns recently organized a state 
association of which Burr D. Alton of Ceylon, who is con­
nected with a half dozen co operative societies in the 
state, was elected president, and R. *L. Johnston, of Aus­
tin. secretary. As.there are nearly 185 farmers' elevators 
In the state the need of a central organization 1* apparent, 
nnd It is rare to promote the cause of Co-operative indus­
try to a great eztent The co-operative creameries of 
Minnesota, of which there are over 600. nee co-operating 
in this movement also.

South Dakota held a ce nventii n in February for the 
purpose of fornvng a state society, and other near by 
states are rra’izing the need for taking such steps

The sales of the two co-operative wholesale stores in 
Great Britain amounted to over $144,010,000.00 in 1906.

Co operative, stores on the Pacific Coast have for some 
time co-operated with one another in buying by means of 
their wholesale at Oakland

The movement to establish a co-operative who’esale 
store in Minneapolis has taken form and a start will soon 
be made. The League stores are already doing about 
$100.000 00 worth of business per month. Over one half of 
this can be done through the co-operative wholesale 
which is to be established


