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THE GRAIN

Mother’s Hens

By Mrs. F. E. Sheperd, Stalwart, Sask.
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CHAPTER 1V.

While they were having their tea
they chatted and gossiped on the thous
and and one Hnln;\ women are alwavys
interested in, knitting for the soldiers
being the chief topie of conversation.
Mrs. Hazelton considering it best to
use all her spare time that way, while
Mrs. Creighton was equally certain it
was better to deny herself a new hat
she had set her heart on and send the
money it would have cost to buy some
tobacco and cigarettes for them. At
last Margaret jumped up.

““Well, now, I suppose it is time to
feed the hens and hunt the eggs. Wil
you come with me?’”’

‘““Sure 1 will, T want to see your
buildings,”” was the emphatic ri‘]»l.\.
‘““my hens always roost in a corner of
the barn, and the language Jim uses
when he goes to feed oats or brush out
the buggy is something fierce,”’

““I am afraid you won’t think mueh
of m - ‘buildings’,’’ said Margaret,
leading the way to them, greeted by her
feathered flock rushing to her from all
parts of the farmyard. ‘‘You gee they
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Remember, we have been doing
business in Canada for six years,
and that we are the largest Mall
Order Custom- Tailors in the British
Empire.
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are only made of sod Will says his
mother says they are warmer lh:(n uny
other kind. They are made very thick
and will stand for years, only you have
to be careful to see it doesn’t let the
wind in between the top of the walls
?ll‘lli the roof, which you see is only odd
bits of lumber, then tar paper, then
one layer of sod, last’ of all a lot of
flax straw put on slant ways to shed
the rain,  There is nothing expensive
h--lrn- Most of the coops she made her
pelt,””

Mrs. Creighton nodded, her quick eye
had noticed several of them were cov
ered with discarded oileloth from the
kitchen table.

The eggs were collected and admired,
and after proudly writing them down
in her little account hook, sixty-four
i all; Mrs, Hazelton proceeded to finish
her mother’s letter.

‘And now about my precious tur
keys. 1 think every farmer’s wife dis
likes to raise turkeys, for the simple
reason they are so much trouble, but 1
really think my turkey hens are not
quite so much hother as some people’s.
I fix some apple barrels firmly at the
hack of the henhouses, and put in them
some nice hay and several china egEs,
apd they generally lay there. If one
strays away and makes a nest some-
where else, get Will to put one of the
largest coops over her nest while she
is off feeding. This will protect her
from the heavy rains we get some-
times. T don’t believe in trusting too
much to nature. She is rather inclined
to play tricks with us sometimes. About
dusk put a couple of handfuls of grain
close to where each one is setting, and
beyond looking at them once a day they
will be no further trouble.

‘“Now, when they begin to hateh out

I am sure you will. think they are
the prettiest little things you ever saw

as soon as they are dry bring them
indoors and put them in the nursery of
the incubator, that is the space under
neath the egg tray, only leaving the
turkey hen about two to keep her hap
py. Get Will to lift one of the wagon
boxes off its wheels onto the ground
and put a big coop in it. Next morn
ing, early, put her and the two little
ones in the coop and shut her in good
and tight, give her a good feed of
grain and a very shallow tin of water,
and the rest of her hateh at odd times
during the day, one or two at a time,
She will never peck you. I like turkeys,
they are so gentle. Feed them the
same as you do chickens, an egg boiled
hard and put thru the mincing machine
and half a cup each of rolled oats,
breaderumbs, bran and shorts mixed all
together dry. No wet mashes for little
turkeys, my dear, but if you have any
money knocking around—somehow the
money all seems to go for plow shares
or blacksmith’s coal or some other un-
interesting” thing—get vourself a hag
of good chick meal.  You can use
it sometimes when you are extra husy.

““You can let the mother turkey get
out and in the wagon box at will after
three days, but be sure and keep the
little ones in at least two weeks. They
will peep, peep, peep, and look 80 miser-
able, but he hard-hearted and tell them
its only their fancy thinking they want
to get out. Anyway you will be able
to ecall the roll every night and they
will all be there, whereas, if you let
them go while they are so very young
the weaker ones straggle behind and
get lost altogether. Be sure and never
Jeave any water around in pails where
little turkeys are. All summer I use
an old road scraper for the general
drinking vessel of the whole flock of
poultry, but little turkeys #eem to 'ha‘ve
a positive mania for committing suicide
hy drowning.’’

“¢‘And that’s so, too,”’ interjected
Mrs, Creighton. ‘‘Last summer T lost
five about six weeks’ old, drowned
themselves one after the other in a pail

Continued on Page 3)
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International Harvester Wagons
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“]H.\Tli\'lil\‘ style of good wagon or cart you
require to get your work done, you can find
that wagon or cart in the line of International
Harvester Wagons, Chatham and Petrolia. IFarm
wagons and trucks with special boxes and gears,
one horse and two horse, heavy hauling, teaming and
logging gears, lorries, hight express wagons, dump carts,
contractors’ carts, scavengoer carts—in all the various
sizes and styles necessary to meeet fully all Canadian de-
mand, are included in this line,

All are good wagons, made from selected, air-dried, tested
lumber, the best the market affords, well ironed, covered with the
kind of paint that wears best, and affords the most protection.

Chatham and Petrolia wagons are the kind =
you buy after you have studied wagons and
know what features make a good wagon, If
you are going to need a new wagon any time
this year send for our catalogues, study the wag-
ons shown there, see the I H C local agent and
tell him which International Harvester wagon
you want. Then you'll get a wagon worth
every cent you pay for it, a wagon that will
give you good service all the time and last until
you'll begin to think you can’t wear it out, Ad-
dress the nearest branch house for catalogues,

International Harvester Company of Canada, Ltd.
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t Brandon, Calgary, Edmonton, Estevan, Hamilton, Lothbridge,
. Battleford, Ottawa, Quebec, Regina, Saskatoon, 5t. Joha,
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Paris Plow Repairs
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at a special price of $1 00 each

Agnew s offering special prices on same and also offering rolling coulters, 13 and 15 inch,
shank, and 13 inch flat shank coulters that fit any steel beam walking plow or riding ‘plow,
Send your dollar - money order —and get as many as you require

at less than half the cost of manufacture

T. D. AGNEW - PRINCE ALBERT, Sask.

S 57777777778

War Portraits Free

We have prepared a handsome little
booklet containing miniature like-
nesses of the men who are directing
affairs for the Allies in the European .
war. F

It is as dainty a little book as ever you saw.
It fits nicely into the vest pocket or wallet
and enables one to visualize a perspnality
whose name receives prominence in the |
news columns of the daily papers.
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While the limited supply lasts we will send a copy
of this souvenir post free to anyone who will fill in
and return the coupon below.
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Branches and Agents in all important centres
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