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Mother’s Hens
By Mrs. F. EL. Sheperd, Stalwart, Saak.
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CHAPTKK IV.
While they were having their tea 

they chatted and gossiped on the thous
and and one tilings women are always 
interested in, knitting for the soldiers 
being the chiel topic ot conversation. 
Mrs. Hazelton considering it best to 
use all her spare time that way, while 
Mrs. Creighton was equally certain it 
was better to deny herself a new hat 
she ha<l set her heart on and send the 
money it would have cost to buy some 
tobacco and cigarettes for them. At 
last Margaret jumped up.
“Well, now, 1 suppose it is time to 

feed the hens and hunt the eggs. Will 
you come with met”

“Sure I will, I want to see your 
buildings,’’ was the emphatic reply, 
“my hens always roost in a corner of 
the barn, and the language Jim uses 
when he goes to feed oats or brush out 
the buggy is something fierce.’’

“I am afraid you won’t think much 
of m ■ ‘buildings’,” said Margaret, 
leading the way to them, greeted by her 
feathered flock rushing to her from all 
[iarts of the farmyard. “You see they
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are only made of sod. Will says his 
mother says they arc warmer than am 
other kind. They arc made very thick 
and will stand for years, only you have 
lo he careful to see it doesn’t let the 
wind in between the top of the walls 
and the roof, which you sec is only odd 
bits of lumber, then lar paper, thou 
°1»1 layer of sod, last of all a lot of 
flax straw put on slant ways to shed 
the ruin. There is nothing expensive 
here. Most of the coops she made her
self.”

Mrs. Creighton nodded, her quick eye 
hud noticed several of them were cov
ered with discarded oilcloth from the 
kitchen table.

I he eggs were collected and admired, 
and after proudly writing them down 
in lier little account book, sixty-four 
in all, Mrs. Hazelton proceeded to finish 
her mother’s letter.
“And now about my precious tur

keys. I think every farmer’s wife dis 
likes to raise turkeys, for the simple 
reason they are so much trouble, but I 
really think my turkey liens are not 
quite so much bother as some people’s. 
I fix some apple barrels firmly at the 
back of the henhouses, and put in them 
some nice hay and several china eggs, 
and they generally lay there. If one 
strays away and makes a nest some
where else, get Will to put oho of the 
largest coops over her nest while she 
is off feeding. This will protect her 
from the heavy rains we get some
times. T don’t believe in trusting too 
much to nature. Hhe is rather inrlined 
to play tricks with us sometimes. About 
dusk put a couple of handfuls of grain 
close to where each one is setting, and 
beyond looking at them once a day they 
will be no further trouble.

“Now, when they begin to hatch out 
—I am sure you will, think they are 
the prettiest, little things you ever saw 
—as soon as they are dry bring them 
indoors and put. them in the nursery of 
the incubator, that is the space under 
neath the egg tray, only leaving the 
turkey hen about two to keep her hap
py. flet Will to lift one of the wagon 
boxes off its wheels onto the ground 
and put a big coop in it. Next morn
ing, early, put her and the two little 
ones in the coop and shut her in good 
and tight, give her a good feed of 
grain arid a very shallow tin of water, 
and the rest of her hatch at odd times 
during the day, one or two at a time. 
She will never peck you. I like turkeys, 
they are so gentle. Feed them the 
same as you do chickens, an egg boiled 
hard and put thru the mincing machine 
and half a cup each of rolled oats, 
breadcrumbs, bran and shorts mixed all 
together dry. No wet mashes for little 
turkeys, my dear, but if you have any 
money knocking around—somehow the 
money all seems to go for plow shares 
or blacksmith's coal or some other un
interesting thing get. yourself a bag 
of good chick meal. You can use 
it sometimes when you are extra busy.
“You can let the mother turkey get 

out and in the wagon box at will after 
three days, but be sure and keep the 
little ones in at least two weeks. They 
will peep," peep, peep, and look so miser
able, hut be hard-hearted and tell them 
its only their fancy thinking they want 
to get out.. Anyway you will he able 
to call the roll every night, and they 
will all be there, whereas, if you let 
them go while they are so very young 
the weaker ones straggle behind and 
get lost altogether. He sure and never 
leave any water around in pails where 
little turkeys are. All summer / use 
an old road scraper for the general 
drinking vessel of the whole flock of 
poultry, but little turkeys seem to have 
a positive mania for committing suicide 
by drowning.”

“And that’s so. too,” interjected 
Mrs. Creighton. “Hast summer I lost 
five about six weeks’ old, drowned 
themselves one after the other in a pail
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International Harvester Wagons
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CARRIED IN 
STOCKParis Plow Repairs

i. U. Agnew ie offering sper iaal pric es on same and also offering rolling coulters, 13 ami 13 inch, 
round shank, and I $ inch flat shank coulters that fit any steel beam walking plow or riding«plow, 
at a special price of SI 00 each. Send your dollar money order end get as many as you require 
at less than half the cost of manufacture.

T. D. AGNEW PRINCE ALBERT, Sask.
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war.
It is as dainty a little book as ever you saw. 
It fits nicely into the vest pocket or wallet 
and enablea one to visualize a personality 
whose name receives prominence in the 
news columns of the daily papers.
While the limited supply lasbi we will send s copy 
of this souvenir post free to anyone who will fill In 
and return the coupon below.
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