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The European storms of ISIS ’41), seem 
partly spent, and we are no# becalmed ! 
Whether it wiU be merely a lull before the 
coming tempest, of course tbe Omniscient 
only knows. A somewhat attentive ex im
ination of the state of Society on the Con
tinent leads one, however, to suspect that 
there is in tbe future much more ground 
for fear than for hope. At present, our 
quiet is only interrupted on the one hand 
by tbe roar of the Danish canon, and on 
the other hand by the now seditions French 
ory of ” Vire la République." But who 
can tell what a day may bring forth ; and 
what important events are preparing over 
the ground lying between tbe Baltic and 
the Seine T .... The Christian's duty, 
while watching passing events, is " to pray 
everywhere,** as the Apostle has it, M lifting 
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.

“ Whatever ills the world be Ml,
A pledge-of emllees good m odi;

Align of Jesus uear:
Hk chariot will not too* delay!
W# hear the rumbling wheel», and pray 

Triumphant Lord appear!"
The object of this paper, bowerer, is not 

to deecaut on affairs generally, but specially 
to give a brief outline of the present condi
tion of Switzerland.

The stale of things with ns is not at pre
sent el arming ; perhaps the contrary. The 
claims of Prussia on Neuchâtel are lei 
abeyance,— the question of the refugees 
seems quieted,—and the international or 
Cantonal internets are mostly at rest. The 
only facts worth recording pertain to the

But the most important fact that has oc- in as a flood, the Lord shall lift up a stand, 
curred of late in Switzerland, is the restor- j ard against him.”
aiion of a Conservative-Liberal Government j Among other good publications which 
in the Canton of Berne, and, consequently,1 have lately appeared amongst us, l must not 
the fali of the ulira-Radicals of I84G. Thtej fail tv mention two excellent treatises on 
occurrence has acted as ballast in our poli-1 the sanctification of the Christian Sabbath, 
tical vessel, throughout the Confederation: j They are both prize essays, published by 
it lus certainly steadied us. The meeting j the Book Society of Toulouse ; and the au- 
held at Munsingesi, on the 25 th of March, j thorn are working people of the Canton de 
preparatory to tbo elections, was a noble | Vand. The author of the first prize is a 
one. More than 12,000 men met to! vine-dresser, of Villeneuve, on the Leman 
deliberate on the critical situation of their I lake, and was for some lime a local preacher 
country, and to prepare for the disposing of in our connexion. His book is entitled 
their votes in furtherance of its best interests. I “ The Sabbath was made for man." The 
Unless oue were present, no correct idea ] authoress of the second prize, entitled “ A

Cantons of Fribourg, Geneva, and Berne.
Tbe Canton of Fribourg is in a truly 

lamentable condition. Prior to 1845, its 
masters were Jesuits ; since then, the ex
treme or ultra-radicals have been in power 
You may easily imagine the elate of a peo
ple alternately under the dominion of super 
st it ton and impiety. Education, morality 
true liberty, finances, trade, agriculture, all 
ia in a state of suffering.

Geneva is at preset gtadually undergoing 
a transformation of a novel description.— 
She has had her political and her religious 
revolutions, and now begins an attempt at 
a physical transformation. I allude to the 
demolition of her ramparts by order of the 
local govertanent. This may appear at first 
sight an unimportant fact; but in nines like 
the present, and under existing circum
stances, U tells its tale. Desirous of know
ing whether thi opinion of others coincided 
with my own on this subject, I enquired ol 
a friend, well able from bis position in so
ciety to speak on the question, what he 
thought was the real object of Government, 
or it abettors, in this atfair. He replied, 
"One of the principal objects is, I believe, 
to efface amongst us, as tar as possible, one 
last remaining trace of the Reformation.— 
They have done away with the Confessions 
of F a it h of our fathers ; with our conserva
tive institutions ; and now, in order oblit
erate a remaining trace of what Geneva 
was, they remove her ramparts ! Ancient 
Geneva, the Geneva of the Reformation 
must be transformed at any cost, and under i ' 
any pretext ; so that even the walls behind 1 1 
which Protestants found refuge in former 
days, and within which the lamp of truth 
shone so brightly, must disappear. The 
recollections they bring to inind are annoy
ing : so say the united councils of Popery 
and Socialism." Another coincidence con
nected with this subject is worthy of re
mark. It is this. The first pickaxes, that 
were lifted up against the ramparts, and the 
first shovelfulla of earth that were removed, 
was the work of thwtkUholic peasants of the 
neighbourhood ! Surely herein is a sign : 
here, as elsewhere, Infidelity and Popery 
join in the cry ; “ Rase it, rare it, even to 
the foundation thereof." I ain informed 
that Dr. tiutzlaff refused to pay a passing 
visit to the old and venerated city, staling 
as a reason : '* 1 have heard in China that 
Geneva is becoming Papist ; xvliat would 1 
do there V‘ There is some truth as well as 
some exaggeration in this remark, as l may 
have occasion to show at some future oppor
tunity. May the Lord arise and plead his

can well be formed of the thrilling effect 
produced by the singing of the popular 
melody, which formed an introduction to 
the business of the day. It was the “ Kuffsi 
mein Vaterland,"—(At thy call, my father
land, Of the speeches delivered, per
haps the most telling was that of Herr John 
Shnell, an old Iriend of order and of his 
country:—it describes so well the influences 
under which the people met that day. lie 
spoke as follows :—“ Beloved countrymen, 
—Let me address a few serious words to 
you. A principle to which I hold as funda
mental, is Christianity. I believe in the 
doctrines of Christianity,—in the Divine 
Revelation called the Gospel. I place it 
near my heart as my chief good. But what 
haa been passing in our country in this re
spect T Have not attempts been made to 
substitute some miserable human theories 
for these eternal truths T It would hardly 
have been thought possible to govern a pro
fessedly Christian country without Christian 
principles, for one single twelvemonth ; 
but, alas ! it has been even so among us 
during four long years ! (Tremendous ap
plause.) ................ Believe me, Berntsev
without Christianity there is no true pros
perity : banish Christianity and you pro
scribe true liberty !............. May the Lord
have you and our country under his holy 
keeping." Thus «poke the Christian patriot, 
lie alluded, as you perceive, to the encou
ragement held out by men then in power, 
to the propaganda of infidels and socialists.
I last year presented your readers with a 
few samples of their proceedings. A few 
weeks a'"ter the meeting of Munsingcn, a 
loyal people had elected anew government, 
whose first public acts tended to the encou
ragement of piety and good morals.

These and other manifestations of im
provement do not, of course, please our 
Socialist-Radicals, either at Berne or else
where. Although partially restrained in 
their actions, they are in words, at least, as 
bold and audacious as ever. One single 
fact may be stated as not the least ominous 
or painful of the series. Lately a well- 
known statesman, holding a prominent sit
uation in the councils of the Swiss Confed
eration, while haranguing a Radical assem
bly gave vent to his feelings and opinions, 
to an extent unexpected and painful, even 
to his own friends. In the very style of ibe 
sans-culottes of 1793, he alluded, as follows, 
to a portion of revealed truth. His party, 
he said, Ivin-t—d in a Trinity, as well as 
the aristoe . s Not in the form of a spe-

and circulated in 144 tongues, and auxilu 
ries and branches for distribution We u- 
established in every part 
globe.

hare been 
°‘ l**e habitable

family Circle.

I 'nelaphy-ioal theory ; (heir's 
nci, it was—Liberty, Equality, 

i i. Liberty was to them as 
E luality as the Son, and Fra-

wn cause

I dilative vi

j w is a jr-- v 
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id Father,
termty actin' Holy Ghost ! ! From such 
men and such principles, who would not 
devoutly pray : ‘‘ Good Lord deliver us !"

I regret to say, that, through the influence 
of such principles and tendencies, society 
here is being increasingly demoralised.— 
Drunkenness, uticleanncs*, the profanation 
of the Lord's-ilay, and other vices, are lilt
ing up their hideous forms. While " in
iquity has been abounding," 1 fear that 
“ the love of many has been waxing cold 
Christians have been too indifferent to this 
state of things, or, to apeak more correctly, 
perhaps, their efforts have not kept pace with 
increasing wants. A single fact may suffice 
under this he id. Since 1815, the issues of 
the Tract Society of Lausanne have been 
two-thirds lees than they had been prior to 
that period. Thank God, Christians are, 
however, at length, being more united and 
energetic in the cause of God; the good 
seed is being of late plentifully sown ; and 
a iriofe steadfast testimony borne to Christ 
and bis cause. " When the enemy conteth

Leaf from the Tree of Life, or the institu 
tion of the day of rest," is called Jenny 
Martin ; she is a seamstress by trade, and 
a member of our Lausanne Society.

The annual meetings at Geneva, Basle, 
Berne, Neuchâtel, and St. Gall, have just 
been held. They have been interesting and 
numerously attended. In the- last mention
ed Canton, as well as in Appenzell and 
Thurgovie, a religious awakening has com
menced, principally by the spread of Mis
sionary publications. In the mountains of 
Appenzell. as many as 4,000 families, it is 
said, have become interested in the Mission
ary cause. Surely this may be taken as a 
hopeful sign. There rested a visible gloom 
over the meetings at Geneva this year, not
withstanding the many encouraging facts 
which were reported concerning the pro
gress of the work of God. The cause of 
grief was twofold. First, the defection of 
the Rev. Dr. Scherer, one of the Professors 
of the “ Ecole de Théologie,” on account 
of his altered and heterodox views on the 
inspiration of the Scriptures ; and secondly 
because of the difficulties which the Socie
ty's colporteurs in France meet with,—dit 
Acuities which have almost put an end to 
their itinerant labours. You will learn with 
pleasure that we too, at Lausanne, are to 
have our annual meeting this year. It will 
be quite an epoch in our present history, 
for no such meetings hare been held since 
the revolution, and the promulgation of the 
prohibitory laws of 184-3! This sufficiently 
indicates that an altered and improving 
slate of things has, in this respect, at least, 
commenced among us. llowr long tills may- 
last, we know not ; but we arc endeavour
ing, as I have said before, to profit by it. 
Our stated places of worship are now occu
pied ; and our friends ol the Free Church 
are even examining the possibility of build
ing a large chapel for their services.

I must not fail, in conclusion, to refer to 
the interesting out-door services which have 
been held during the summer, in various 
parts of this Canton, and in Neuchâtel.— 
They were precious opportunities for bro
therly intercourse and mutual edification. 
There, National and Free Churchmen, In
dependents, Wesley ans, Moravians, Ply
mouth Brethren, and others, happy to lay 
aside, for a time, their differences, united 
in exhortations to “ love and to good works.” 
Let the reader fancy, if he can, these con
gregations, gathered fr.un distances varying 
from five to as many as fifty miles, and as- 

j semhlcd on the summit of some lolty moun
tain on ihe Jura range ; there, amid the 

j rich foliage of the forest, and magnificent 
| views around, recruiting strength for Iresli 
i conflicts and duties, in the worship of their 
| God, and in the society of each other. Your 
j readers must not confound these large pub
lic meetings with our private gatherings of 
184**, on the borders of the lake, and in the 
recesses of the woods. No. thank God, the 
churches now have “ rest." May they be 
“ edified, and, walking in the fear of God, 
and in the comforts of the Holy Ghost, be 
abundantly tnultipled !"

British and Foreign Bible Society.
It appears from the 4(ith report of the So

ciety, just presented, that the issues of the 
year have amounted to 1,1BG,U95 copies, 
being 29,177 more than in the preceding 
year. The total issues have now amounted 
to23,110,050 copies. The total receipts of 
the year have amounted to =f"9l,635. The 
regular income of the present year, as com
pared with that of the preceding, shows an 
increase of <£2,024. The total disburse
ments of the society since its commence
ment hayetbeeu -£ff,ti48,U 12 4s. 3d. Through 
its agency the Scriptures have been pointed

Thr Sarrrd WrarycfHcB,.
One of the most »ttr»-.ive r . 

good home is it, priflc T^a',,ree of * 
sation IS conducted with ,h„ r !°oter* 
mutual confidence and afier-i ', 018 cf 
«-N. divested of "a,, ' ^ "*
stra.nt and made truly social • ther!^,"*- 
>'on is indulged without ’con^jS^ 
of the conventionalities 0f restraints of . cynical philoZ/”^ 
austere fa.th; there love i, n„ur!| 

e,erf «Pression ,„d its there, even worship j, roore -”2 
more heartfelt, because unbiased”** 

prd for form or observation; and because there ts throughout the f^*11 
community of inter,,, such ..caowTlL' 

among a company of individuals not together by family ties. The DreweS 
stranger tmpow, more or lew remS?! 
the most familiar friend i, auin.es «ehÏÏ 

upon the openness and hilarity of the famil. crcie : it is the beauty of the famil/d* 
wh.le it gratifies the social instinct. 2f £ 

nature it preserves to u. that priv.es 
we crave in porportion to our social eshi- 
ration, for the most loving heart would ikm 
its intimacies with but few and those if 
possible evermore the saine. The lessen 
of hotels and boarding-houw may Ihe 
peaceably and comfortably together sad 
may even contract a sort of inti»*,’ 
an affection for each other, but they —- , 
welcome ererv new-comer to tkrr cosfi 
dence, nor can they grasp esch other with 
the warmth and vigour of s natural sad 
permanent love. They hare not tbe fret 
range ol the house ; but must retreat to iktir 
several chambers, for ,|,e confidential tx- 
changes o| the heart ; at the common table 
and in the common parlor, dress, «sneers 
and conversation are all under inspection, 
and till! instinctive withdrawing ol families' 
to their own apartments for the closer com- 
niunion of heart with heart, indicates that 
compound want ol our nature which Biy 
perhaps be^ expressed by the term social 
privacy. 1' or the sake of country sir nr 
sea breezes, one can tolerate for a season 
the mixed company of a hoarding boost 
away frjin home; lie may find advantages 
in the temporary commingling of fmiilies 
under one roof ; he may lorm agreeable ac
quaintances and Irieodships that shall prore 
permanent ; be may learn some valuable 
lessons of human nature and human lift; 
but he will often yearn for the sacred pri
vacy of home—a home conscious of no re
straint but that ol native delicacy and refined 
Christian feeling.

Honoured and cherished he the privacy of 
home; there let the man become a buy 
again, and the dignified statesman and lbs 
grave divine, without scandal, participais 
in the sports of childhood, • • there
let the notes of love and glee ring out as 
nature prompts them, without affectation 
and without prudishness.

It is the calamity of the poor in great 
cities that they cannot enjoy the seclusion 
ol a home, but must occupy a mere place 
tit a crowded tenement, and perhaps in a 
crowded apartment. The same evil in kind, 
though from other causes, is experienced 
by the earlier emigrants to a new country, 
w iio have often but a single apartment fot 
all purposes and for all belonging to Ibe 
company. This promiscuous herding of 
men, women, and children is contrary M 
nature, and unfavourable to social end moral 
cultivation. The family institution, with 
its combined advantages of seclusion and 
society, is the institution which God has 
appointed for the best development ol man. 
Flie more we study tins economy, the mors 
we admire the wisdom and lieuevolence uf 
its Author. •* lie setteth the solitary”—

families?'■—J»*not in pUatanccs—but 
dependent.

in

Laws of liraiIh.
Children should he taught to use 

hand as much and as well as the right
the left


